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ANGLICANS ARE IN THE NEWS

A Newsletter from the Institute of Anglican Studies at St George’s Cathedral, Perth  
~ committed to building up a well-informed and thinking Anglican Community.

Are we totally committed to the proclamation of the Gospel? Those who answer in the negative may believe the Roman Catholic Church 
is better placed and are welcoming the possibility of communion with Rome while keeping some of their quaint Anglican customs.
Others turn to a simplistic Gospel. It’s simple really, they tell us – the truth is in the Book. A truly biblical Church is one that agrees with 
one’s own interpretation of Scripture. Those who disagree are wrong!
Professor Keith Ward reminded us in Perth recently that while all Scripture is inspired (and the text refers to the Old Testament only), 
it doesn’t follow that the text is perspicuous. Scripture is the basis for our Christian faith only in the light of tradition,  
reason and experience. 

The Pope’s red carpet
Headlines in the national press recently seem to suggest the Pope is rolling out the red carpet  
for disaffected Anglicans seeking membership of the Roman Catholic Church.
The truth is that some groups of Anglicans have already moved out of the Anglican  
Communion to form their own ‘churches.’ One such group represented in Australia is the 
Traditional Anglican Church (TAC). The welcome to Rome is for such former Anglicans. 
We wait to see how things work out.
All of which raises the question as to what is essentially Anglican. Those who watched 
the recent Compass programme on ABC television may be asking the same question.  
The answer offered by Archbishop Joseph Akinola of Nigeria is that the final authority  
for Anglican belief and practice is the Bible – as interpreted by his school of thought.
One wonders what is happening to the Anglican ideal of Unity in Diversity – or the need 
to interpret scripture in the light of tradition, reason and experience?
In a recent letter to the national press, Father Colin Goodwin (formerly a Roman Catholic 
priest and now a priest in the Anglican Church) put it all in context: “The Anglican 
Church is theologically more spacious, liturgically more accommodating, ethically more 
comprehensive and pastorally less strident than any other part of the Church universal.”
Such is the position of this modest newsletter. To belong to such a Church implies we  
are well-informed Christians who are prepared to think.

The Right Reverend Brian Kyme, Director, Institute of Anglican Studies Bishop Kyme

The Synod of the Diocese of Sydney heard their Archbishop wrestling with the suggestion that the financial 
losses of that Diocese consequent upon the global financial crisis may be a sign of divine judgment. On further 
thought, His Grace inclines to the view that God may be testing his people.

SGC_2120 Newsletter Theology Tod1   1 12/11/09   12:03:42 PM



VERBUM SACRAMENTA 

Evolution – Faith and Science
It is a fundamental Christian 
conviction that God created the 
universe, and in this conviction 
modern science is the ally of 
Christianity.
Christians believe the universe is not 
self-existent, but has been brought 
into being by a force outside it 
– a force which is self-existent. 
This force has been described by 
some theologians as a supreme 
consciousness.  
Science has demonstrated that 
the universe works in conformity 
with mathematical and physical 
principles that are complex, elegant 
and beautiful, and it allows us to 
understand that the universe is not 
chaotic. It did not come into existence 
by a random series of events.
We are now able to appreciate the universe as evolving from a 
basic, simple state to a more complex state, where there is a more 
sophisticated knowledge, freedom, creativity and consciousness.
As part of this development, we have life which has evolved 
into beings who are creative and free, and able to comprehend, 
communicate, love and create.
This is the scientific story, and it gives us an accurate history of the 
universe and its evolution. It encourages us to imagine the wisdom 
and power of a creator.
So Christian belief is not at odds with science. Christian faith is 
informed by science, and adds to it.
The two biblical accounts of creation, both in the book of Genesis, 
are poetic stories that have never been taken as literal truth by 
reputable theologians. Instead, these images present the truth of the 
spiritual teaching that everything depends on God, that the universe 
was created because of the love of God, and that God desired there to 
be beings that can share in the divine understanding and activity.
Genesis affirms the principle that there is a conscious, wise creator, 
caring about human life, and keen to establish a loving relationship 
with everything in creation.
It emphasises the inherent goodness of the created universe, and the 
responsibility of humans to care for it.
There is no dysfunction between science and the Christian faith,  
or more particularly, between the scientific principle of evolution 
and the idea of a creator God. Both reinforce and complement  
each other. 
The Very Reverend Dr John Shepherd, Dean of Perth, article in  
The West Australian, 8 October 2009

Anglicanism –  
The Answer to 
Modernity?
Such is the title of a book published a few years ago 
by a group of young Cambridge dons who suggested students 
were increasingly drawn to Anglicanism because it didn’t claim to 
have all the answers.
In his Preface, Rowan Williams suggests the message of Jesus 
can too easily be muffled by the Church’s efforts to solve its 
problems before sharing its wisdom. The appeal to move on from 
introspection needs to be heard.
Judging by book reviews in Anglican journals, some response 
is forthcoming. Our ambiguities themselves have a message. 
Professor Martyn Percy (Principal of the UK’s Ripon College, 
Cuddesdon) wonders why it is so hard to live with the ambiguities. 
Now we have Lambeth 98, GAFCON, FOCA et al behind us, 
Percy wonders if we can emerge from the doom and gloom to 
be open and honest about our differences and see our diversity  
as an asset. 
Percy commends (Church Times, 9 October 2009) the recent 
book by Kenneth A Locke entitled The Church in Anglican 
Theology. Locke considers authority, episcopacy and ecumenism 
in a way that is both illuminating and sobering. The old Anglican 
remedy for differences of conviction is, in Percy’s words, “a mix of 
patience, forbearance, catholicity, moderation and wisdom”. 
Percy echoes the young Cambridge dons in noting that authority 
in Anglicanism exists not to give answers but to ensure that 
discussion takes place. He concludes that, if we can bear to let 
the debate run, and give each other time, the unity that seems to 
elude us may yet find anchor in hope.
A former Dean of Durham, Dr John Arnold, in reviewing a book 
titled By One Spirit: Reconciliation and Renewal in Anglican Life 
by Lorraine Cavanagh, picks up her suggestion that “hospitality” 
is an essential Anglican characteristic. Those of us who have come 
to Anglicanism from elsewhere have indeed experienced the 
unconditional acceptance Anglicans have traditionally offered to 
those who wish to belong to their Church

Anglicanism – the Answer to Modernity, ed Duncan Dormor, Jack 
McDonald and Jeremy Caddick (Continuum Icons)

The Church in Anglican Theology, Kenneth A Locke (Ashgate)
By One Spirit: Reconciliation and Renewal in Anglican Life,  

Lorraine Cavanagh (Peter Lang Publishing, 2009)

Dr Shepherd

A Book To Stretch The Mind
An Introduction to World Anglicanism, by Bruce Kaye (CUP 2008)
This book presents Anglicanism as a conversation over time 
amongst a community of people held together by sets of practices  
and beliefs.
The final chapter explores the interaction within Anglicanism 
between different experiences of encounters with Enlightenment 
modernity.
Highly recommended.
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Keith Ward to Visit Perth

The Reverend Professor Keith Ward, British cleric, philosopher, theologian and scholar, will be in Perth, 

at the invitation of St George’s Cathedral Institute for Anglican Studies, from 12-27 September 2009.

Reverend Professor Keith Ward

A Brief Biography

A graduate from the University of Wales in 1962, Professor Keith Ward 

has since been awarded a Doctorate of Divinity from both Cambridge 

and Oxford, and an honorary DD from the University of Glasgow, 

where he delivered the prestigious Gifford Lectures in 1993-94.

Academic posts include Dean of Trinity Hall Cambridge, FD Maurice 

Professor of Moral and Social Theology at the University of London, 

Professor of History and Philosophy of Religion at Kings College 

London, Regius Professor of Divinity at Oxford, and most recently 

Gresham Professor of Divinity at Gresham College, London.

Professor Ward is an ordained Anglican priest and was a Canon of 

Christ Church Oxford until 2003. 

He has published more than 20 books, focusing largely on comparative 

theology and the interplay between science and faith. 

As an advocate of theistic evolution, his writings (particularly God, 

Chance and Necessity) have famously challenged the thinking of atheist 

Richard Dawkins. His books also confront Christian fundamentalism 

on the one hand (notably in What the Bible Really Teaches), and the 

radical writings of theologian Don Cupitt on the other (in Holding 

Fast to God).

Professor Ward is a Fellow of the British Academy and was Joint 

President of the World Congress of Faiths from 1992-2001. He sits on 

the council of the Royal Institute of Philosophy and on the editorial 

boards of several learned journals.

Keith Ward’s programme during his visit to Perth appears overleaf.

A Newsletter from the Institute of Anglican Studies at St George’s Cathedral, Perth 

~ committed to building up a well-informed and thinking Anglican Community.
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Why The Covenant is A  
Bad Idea for Anglicans
2003 was a very difficult year for the Anglican 
Communion. 
Things had been tough since the row at the 1998 Lambeth 
Conference, but inter-provincial conflict broke out in earnest in 
2003 following authorised liturgical blessings for same sex unions 
in Canada and the consecration of a gay man Gene Robinson as 
bishop of New Hampshire. 

The institutional response in the Anglican Communion was  
to establish a Commission to advise what to do. In late 2004  
the Windsor Report recommended a covenant to contain the  
conflict by putting pressure or sanctions on dissident provinces.  
A draft was offered and quickly rejected and there have been  
three subsequent drafts, the latest of which, The Ridley Cambridge 
draft, is to go to provinces for consideration and adoption once  
the final section has been modified. It is this last section that  
contains the business end of the covenant and crystallises the  
Windsor strategy to deal with conflict. 

That strategy is to provide disciplinary mechanisms to influence  
the behaviour of combatants. If a province breaks ranks then  
it will be excluded from the ‘instruments’ of the Communion 
(the Lambeth Conference, the Primates meeting and the Anglican 
Consultative Council). It might later be re-admitted on the  
condition of restored relationships. 

Four Reasons Why this Covenant 
is Not a Good Idea for Anglicans.

1. It goes against the grain of Anglican ecclesiology  
(what we think the church is).

2. It is an inadequate response to the conflict in the 
Anglican Communion.

3. In practical terms it will create immense and complicating 
confusion about institutional relationships and  
financial obligations.

4. It does not address the key fundamental issue in this 
conflict, how to act in a particular context which is 
relevant to that context and also faithful to the gospel.

In a previous posting on this Blog, ‘The Covenant Is Coming Ready 
Or Not’, I claimed that this whole process had been exceptionally 
speedy given the kinds of decision-making arrangements that operate 
in provinces around the Anglican Communion. I think that is a 
reasonable claim, though I should add that the Covenant Design 
Group (CDG) has gone to a lot of trouble to consult widely and 
give every impression of having taken submissions very seriously.  
A number of provinces and individuals have responded to the 
various drafts. There is a list of these on the Anglican Communion 
website. The CDG have also sought responses from a consultative 
response group of people, of whom I was one. The process has been  
open, but it has been very rushed for a proposal that has such long 
term consequences.

Bruce Kaye, World Anglicanism Forum Blog  
(http://worldanglicanismforum.blogspot.com/), 30 September 2009 

(reproduced by permission)
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St George’s Cathedral Institute of Anglican Studies exists to help Anglicans become informed 
and thoughtful members of our Anglican Communion. We are a people on a journey.

Bishop Brian Kyme

Theology Today is the quarterly newsletter of the Institute of Anglican Studies. If you 
would like to receive future issues of this free publication, please fill out the form below 
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The Future of Christianity: What Will It Look Like?
Subjects covered are Faith by Dr Peter Carnley AC, Ministry by Associate Professor Andrew McGowan, 
Prayer by Sister Ilia Delio, Sexuality by Professor William Loader, Scripture by Professor Phyllis Trible, 
and the Future of Humankind by Dr Brian O’Brien

The Sermons and Lectures of Keith Ward –  
Perth 2009
During his visit to Perth in September 2009, the Reverend Professor Keith Ward gave a series of sermons 
and two talks on The New Atheists and The New Fundamentalists

MP3 CD order form
Please fill out this form and return it to St George’s Cathedral Office, 38 St Georges Terrace, Perth 6000.

 CD: $10.00 each Quantity Subtotal Postage Total

 The Future of Christianity  $ $2.00ea $

 The Sermons and Lectures of Keith Ward  $ $2.00ea $

   Grand total $

Cheque: Payable to St George’s Cathedral Shop          Credit cards accepted:      Mastercard /      Visa
Card number: __ __ __ __ /__ __ __ __ /__ __ __ __ /__ __ __ __     Card expiry date:               / 
Card holder’s name:      Card holder’s signature: 
Delivery address:  Please print clearly.

Name: 
Postal address: 
            Postcode:
Contact phone number:        Email:

Lectures on CD

Christianity and  
The World Religions
This series of descriptive lectures on Islam, Buddhism, 
Judaism and Hinduism will be delivered by an expert 
in each world faith, and followed by comment on the 
differences and commonalities between that particular 
faith and Christianity. The aim – to begin to discern 
possible ways for joint service to the Australian 
community.
Wednesdays 26 May, 2, 9, 16 June 7.30 – 9.00pm
Venue: St George’s Cathedral,  

 38 St Georges Terrace, Perth
Cost: $15.00 per session ($10.00 concession)

Supported by the Institute of Anglican Studies, the WA 
Council of Ethnic Communities and the Council of 
Churches in WA

Cathedral Spring School
5 – 22 August
The 2010 Spring School will feature the Reverend Dr Jane 
Shaw of New College Oxford and the Reverend Dr Paula 
Gooder, Canon Theologian of Birmingham Cathedral.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Anglican Adjectives
Lent Programme 2010
The Anglican tradition is:
LITURGICAL  
The ideal of Common Prayer encapsulating the best of language and of the arts 
accompanying sound theology
INCLUSIVE  
The Anglican Church is catholic and reformed. We teach what has been taught in all 
places at all times. We test our faith against the Canon of Scripture.
REASONABLE  
Human wisdom and enquiry are utilized in a continuing attempt to define, interpret 
and formulate our beliefs. The Anglican Church encourages questions. Homo Sapiens 
means “thinking creature”. Anglicans think!
PASTORAL  
The Church proclaims Good News (Gospel) that God cares. This is done through 
preaching and translating words into action in caring for the “parish” community 
rather than for members of a “club”.

Wednesdays 3, 10, 17, 24 March - 5.15 – 6.15pm 
Repeated Mondays from 8 March from 4.15 – 5.15pm
Venue: St George’s Cathedral, 38 St Georges Terrace, Perth 
Cost: $10.00 per session ($7.50 concession)   
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