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St George's Cathedral: The West Australian 1888-1918. 
 
1888-1900   
have added in italics  some history and gifts given..(J Polson (1999) 
1888 
August 5 Farewell service in Old Cathedral...Hymns 288. 165,289 
Excerpts from the 1888 
Western Mail and the Western Australian.The old Cathedral building was ‘of a plain, unpretentious appearance’ 
and ‘although there were some who said it was a barn and not a fit place for worship’, it was commodious and 
had served its purpose, and ‘few there are who, having watched the congregation enter and leave the edifice 
for the past forty-three years, can think without pardonable emotion of the ‘old cathedral’. One could not ‘look 
over the dingy old pews and know where the old pewholders sat, without conjuring up in the mind’s eye 
pleasant, well-known, but nigh-forgotten forms.’ Yet a new generation had sprung up and with it the demand for 
a church ‘more adapted to the requirements of the time’. The writer closed with the ‘earnest wish’ that those 
transferring to the new building would take with them the ‘kindly religious feeling which has animated them and 
their predecessors.’  
In similar vein The West Australian (8.8.188) stressed the close and intimate connection between the old 
Cathedral and the life of the Perth community: ‘Two generations of worshippers have been sheltered within its 
walls. Very many of the forms most familiar to the old colonizers of this country have been assembled at one 
time or another beneath its roof. It was oftenest, indeed, in this Church that the old settlers met and recognized 
each other. From the year it was opened until now it has, as it were, supplied a long succession of portraits of 
the greater part of those who have made Western Australia. Nor are there many families who have not some 
association of interest, some tie of tender affection, dome memory of enduring joy or sorrow, which still bind the 
homely fabric of St George’s to their hearts. And as they move from it to the splendid Cathedral, which this 
morning is being opened for their reception, the knowledge that they are occupying the finest Church in this 
colony, will only suggest other hopes, not extinguish remembrance or regret. And it is in these feelings that all 
their fellow colonists will truly sympathise.’ 
 
August 8.. Opening service in new Cathedral, 8am Holy Communion; 11am Morning Prayer .Bishop Parry 
preached...Hymns 396 Pt 1, 242, 215...cornet accompanied  organ for first hymn; Anthem ‘God is a spirit’... 
‘the altar table was ornamented with crosses and flowers, and the walls of the chancel were hung with 
evergreens, and the font was very prettily decorated with laurels and laurentians.’ (Western Mail 11.8) 
The Western Australian (Mon 6 Aug)’No one will grudge our Roman Catholic neighbours the advantage which 
the forethought of their former leaders has secured for them, but it would be regrettable if the headquarters of 
Anglicanism in this colony – a communion which prides itself on its splendid edifices – were for ever to be 
cooped up in a low-lyinq quarter of the city. Fortunately, from an architectural as well as from an ecclesiastical 
point of view, this need not be feared. A site for the future Anglican Cathedral of Western Australia is available 
close to the now unused goal. Here in the future – near or distant according as the material circumstances of 
the colony progresses – a more stately pile may rise, and we may expect, with a new Roman Catholic 
cathedral, will look down upon a Perth, of very different appearance and proportions to the city with which we 
are familiar. When that day comes the building at present known as ‘the new Cathedral’ will descend from the 
dignity of the church of a diocese to the humbler but not less useful position of the church of a parish. It will 
become the ‘city church’ of the antipodes. Like its predecessor it will have served the purpose for which it was 
first intended, and thought its splendours were modest for a cathedral, in its capacity as the chief parish church 
of Perth we may trust that for many generations to come it may still be regarded as a seemly and worthy house 
of worship among the many which, at that date, we hope not far distant, will be scattered throughout the capital 
and its suburbs.’ 
 
Nov 5- Old Cathedral site for Sale. Advertised as ‘Eligible Block of Land’.8pm Evening Prayer:  Hymns 396(Pt 
2,)240, 266. Music; Te Deum (Dykes), A Day in thy courts (Macfarren). Sermon “surely the Lord was in this 
place” 
  
Nov 15- Seat holders asked to be in by 10.50 am for 11am Consecration Service or seats will be given away. 
 - Report of Bishop’s opening address at Synod. Mentions Cathedral and the agreement between Bishop 
and Dean over names of the Canons’ Stalls. More generally of the Cathedral and Chapter the Bishop states: 
We cannot ...expect that our Cathedral shall at once come up to the ideal of what a Cathedral or Chapter 
should be. Our Cathedral must remain....for some time...the chief of our Parishes, used only on Special 
occasions for Diocesan Purposes. 
Nov 16 - Write up of Consecration Service and the activities of the day. At the Luncheon Bishop Parry points 



Perth. It is a matter for much thankfulness, that we have been enabled, under the Divine blessing, thus far, at 
any rate, to bring to a satisfactory issue a work which, under the circumstances, has been one of no little 
difficulty and labour, and has a good deal exceeded in cost what we at first contemplated. Though still in a 
somewhat rough and unfinished state, and far from being all, in point of material or workmanship, that we could 
have desired it will be generally admitted, I feel sure, to be a building of considerable dignity and beauty, not 
unworthy of the high purpose to which as Cathedral Church of the Diocese, it is designed. I take this 
opportunity of publicly thanking, in the name of the Diocese, all those who, whether by large contributions or by 
small monthly and quarterly  subscriptions, or by their own personal services as members of the Building 
Committee, treasurer, and collectors, have aided in its erection.  I also take this opportunity of mentioning that 
His Excellency Sir F N Broome has recently signified his intention of filling the whole of the eastern window of 
the new Cathedral with stained glass on a design supplied by one of the leading firms of glass-painters. It is His 
Excellency’s desire that this window, erected as it will be ‘to the glory of God, in memory of his father, the Rev 
F Broome (late Rector of Kenly, Shropshire) should not only be of the best workmanship but one that will be to 
us a pattern of what a church window should be, alike in its character, in the harmony of its colour, and in its 
teachings. You will join with me I know, in tendering our sincere and respectful thanks to His Excellency for the 
costly offering that he thus makes towards the internal decoration of our Cathedral. It will be to us not only, we 
may hope, all that he desires, but an abiding memento of his tenure of office amongst us, and of the example 
that he leaves as of unswerving devotion and duty, unweaned diligence in work with the single object of 
advancing the best interests of the colony. The Cathedral was opened for use as you are aware, with special 
services on the 8th August last. Its actual consecration I thought it better to defer until the annual meeting of 
our Diocesan synod should bring together the clergy and lay representatives of our different parishes. I desired 
too, by so deferring it, to make it serve as an occasion for a visit from the Primate of Australia, who had already 
expressed his readiness to visit the diocese. 
I wish to notify Synod that I availed myself of the services held at the opening of the Cathedral on 8 August, 
formally to institute and induct as Canons of the Cathedral, in accordance with the provisions of the Cathedral 
statute passed at our last session, the Rev James Brown MA, Archdeacon of Perth, the Rev G H Sweeting BA 
and the Rev D G Watkins BA. It was agreed between the Dean and myself that the stalls assigned to these 
three Canons should be designated respectively by the names of St Patrick, St Columba, and St Aidan; and the 
two yet remaining to be filled by the Synod, under the same statute, by the names of St Augustine and St 
David. Our thoughts will thus appropriately be led back, it seemed to us, to the labours of those early 
missionaries by whom Christianity was first planted in the various parts of the British Isles; as examples of the 
spirit in which the work committed to us of laying the foundations of a fresh branch of the English Church in 
these new lands, must be conducted if it is to be brought in the end to a like successful issue. Our Chapter can 
as yet consist only of Clergy, having each one  their own Parishes and Parochial districts to attend to, and able 
to undertake little in the way of special Cathedral or Diocesan work, either as preachers and teachers or in the 
management of Diocese and Institutions. It will be something however, to have secured in such a Chapter, in 
the words of the Statute ‘a Council of spiritual persons upon whom the Bishop may depend for advice and co-
operation in matters concerning the spiritual welfare of the Diocese’ as well as to have a ready constituted 
Cathedral Body capable as circumstances alter and our numbers and our means increase, of being brought 
continually into fuller action in various departments of our Diocesan life and work. 
 
* The Old Cathedral; the following description, taken from “The Inquirer, a Western Australian Journal 
of Politics and Literature” of Wednesday, January 6 1841 and giving an account of the laying of the first 
stone of the Cathedral: 
The first stone of the new Church in Perth was laid on Friday last by His Excellency the Governor, in the 
presence of several officers of the Government, and of nearly every person in town. There were several who 
came from long distances to witness this interesting ceremony, and the occasion was marked by the respect of 
every man, woman and child among us. It was naturally expected that as the inscription recorded the 
attendance of His Excellency in his official capacity, he would have assumed the dress proper to his rank and 
station, and we were somewhat surprised to see that this was not the case. It is true that the ceremony was of 
far too much importance in itself to require any such adventitious aid as that derived from the assumption of 
fine clothes, but custom has made this to be considered a necessary part of the proceedings, and all classes 
are usually well pleased at the opportunity of paying this additional mark of respect . We should have thought 
that the Queen’s representative would not have neglected the least occasion of doing honour to that Church of 
which, in this land, he is the head, nor have omitted to pay that tribute of respect which is particularly due from 
persons in his high situation. 
The Rev Mr Wittenoom, Colonial Chaplain, commenced the proceedings by reading a portion of Scripture very 
applicable to the occasion; the well known prayer ‘Prevent us, O Lord’ followed; after which a copy of one of the 
inscriptions deposited beneath he stone was read by Mr W Knight, and ran as follows: 
THE FOUNDATION STONE: Of the first Church in Perth, the metropolis of Western Australia, was laid by His 



colony had looked forward with considerable interest and anxiety and none more so than himself. he had 
endeavoured to urge matters on to completion by all means in his power, for he had felt that the capital of the 
colony and the seat of the Government, ought not to be left without a building exclusively devoted to the offices 
of the Church. He felt himself, as it were, an intruder amid this scene of joy, a solitary individual; he had arrived 
in his colony at a time when the troubles of the early settlers were nearly over - he had not been associated 
with their early struggles and difficulties, and it would appear as if he had only arrived to share in their triumphs, 
one of the greatest of which he conceived they were celebrating that day. He saw around him many of the 
oldest settlers, by whose exertions, as pioneers of the way, the path had been made smooth for later comers, 
and it must be a matter of congratulation to those settlers to remember that the place on which they stood that 
day, and which was now hallowed to a remarkable degree, had been rescued from the wilderness mainly by 
their labours and perseverance, and that they had been made the instruments of a mightier power in planting 
civilization on this savage shore. He, in his turn, congratulated them, and all his hearers, on the promised 
erection of the intended building, and he looked upon it as a harbinger of good in the future. The first day of a 
new year had broken upon them - a year that promised much for Western Australia - the temporal wants of the 
settler had been freely and abundantly supplied, but a feeling had gone through the land requiring attention to 
the spiritual; nor could this be better seconded than by enabling the Church to establish itself in the hearts of 
the people. The new building would be raised on an eminence, and he trusted that it would serve as a beacon 
to the surrounding country; he anticipated the time when the place now before him would teem with an active 
population; it was his duty, and the duty of all to do all in support of the church in this country; the proceedings 
of the day had been such that now they might not only sit every man under his own vine and his own fig tree, 
but they would have the pleasing reflection that they had been instrumental in the planting of that better tree, 
whose leaves ‘were the healing of the nations; and which bears ‘the peaceable fruits of righteousness’; they 
had  been such as would lead him to exclaim, “Glory to God in the highest”, and he might add “peace on earth, 
goodwill towards men.” 
The usual formalities having been gone through, the stone was lowered into its place amidst the acclamations 
of the surrounding multitude. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A very elegant and appropriate form of prayer, written expressly for the occasion, and truly worthy of it in every 
respect, was then read by the Rev Colonial Chaplain, and the ceremony was concluded. 
There were two inscriptions deposited beneath the stone, but of these, by His Excellency’s desire, only one 
was read. We have obtained a copy of the interdicted document, which is, in our opinion, by far the better of the 
two, for it acknowledges the assistance the undertaking has received from the public generally. This is a point 
that ought by no means to be forgotten and we record it accordingly. 
HIC LAPIS AUSPICOLIS   Primi fundamina templi spud Pertham Australiae Occidenalis metropolem, 
atque incolarum quorum impensis ac muneribus ae lificatur fidem et pietatem 
TESTATUR   Positus est inter preces et gratias Deo a Johanne Hutt Amrigero, Provinciae Praefecto, 
Calendis Januarius Quarto Anno Reginae Victoriae, et Christi Milesimo Octingentesimo Quadragosimo 
Primo 
Curatores publici Rerum Sacarum, Johannes Burdett Wittenoom AM, Fredericus Irwin, Petrus Brown, 
Johannes Septimus Roe, Georgius F Moore, Georgius Leake, M MacDermott. Gulielmus Knight, 
Secretarius. 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO OPT. ET MAX. 
 
Nov 20-Primate’s sermon preached at the consecration published.*Sermon by the Primate preached at the 
consecration service of S George’s Cathedral. 
“Who is left among you that saw this house in its former glory? And how do ye see it now? is it not in your eyes 
as nothing? Yet now be strong, all ye people of the Lord; and work; for I am with you, saith the Lord of Hosts....I 
will fill this house with glory.....and in this place will I give peace.”  Haggai 11, verses 3,4,7,8. 
The consecration service used (I know not by what authority) from time immemorial in the Church of England, 
is pervaded by allusion to the splendid consecration of the temple of Solomon - that outpouring before God of a 



the cloud of glory, which was the visible image of the person of God vouchsafed to His people. There was the 
true glory, there the true consecration . And that Presence (Haggai reminds them) was to bless in even fuller 
measure, the humbler second Temple. “Be Strong” (he cries) “O Zerubbabel, be strong, O Joshua, the high 
priest, be strong, all ye people of the land, and work.....for I am with you.” Your old kingly power is gone; your 
overflowing wealth is exchanged for poverty; your very existence as a people hangs on the precarious favour of 
a despot. But “I am with you” still, and in the Presence you have all in all. “I will fill their house with glory” - by 
the revelation of Godhead. “In it I will give the peace of a spiritual unity in God, which the world cannot take 
away.” 
Why the glory of the latter house was to be greater than the glory of the former, you will, of course, know. It was 
to have, though but for a time, and in the flesh, the visible presence of the Godhead, incarnate in the humanity 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, as a babe presented there to the Lord Jehovah, as a boy, learning to be about His 
Father’s business; as a man, teaching, warning, witnessing for truth and for God, till He bade it his last sad 
prophetic farewell. Yet what is this compared with the constant spiritual presence which, if His words be true, 
He grants to His Church now, even to the end of the world, and which He particularised (if I may so say) by the 
special promise “where two or three are gathered together in My name, there am I in the midst of them.” It is 
that glorious promise, which directly or indirectly, runs like a living thread of gold through the whole texture of 
our service. It is for this that now, as in all services which will be held hereafter in this place, we pray, as the 
true consecration. We ourselves can but dedicate. By that dedication we can make this building at once an 
offering set apart for ever for worship, and a house in which all Christian people have their right. But it is 
because, as ministers of Christ, we have a right to accept this offering in His name and to promise His blessing, 
that we can be said really to consecrate - or rather, to make ourselves, the instruments and ...........(unable to 
read next 8 lines) 
But what, if perhaps, in relation to our use of the very word ‘cathedral’ there should rise, on these occasions, 
thoughts somewhat akin to those addressed in the text. Though we know (I suppose) what the word ‘cathedral’ 
really means - simply the church of the Bishop’s cathedra, or seat of authority - the Church, therefore, which is, 
in a peculiar sense, his own - yet no Englishman can use the word without associations from old memory of 
time-honoured antiquity of the grandeur of vast proportions, of the harmony of infinite variety of beauty. Take, 
for instance, the two cathedrals - so wonderfully different in character - in which the collective episcopate of our 
Commission opened and closed the Lambeth Conference. Canterbury, that marvellous ‘history in stone’; of our 
Church from the earliest days, when it was ‘the cradle of English Christians’, with its ancient epochs illustrated 
(so to speak) now by the chair of St Augustine, now by the shrine of Becket, now by the humble resting place of 
Stephen Langton, and the splendid sepulchre of the Black Prince, down, to take the other extreme, to the tomb, 
some fifty years old, of the first Bishop of Australia, and the monument, still fresh from the sculptor’s hand, of 
the Archbishop of Canterbury. St Paul’s, the erection, on the other hand of one age, and of one great man - the 
vast and splendid Post Reformation Cathedral, representing the sacrifice to God’s service, out of the ashes of 
the fire of London, of what was, at least, their grandest and their best, representing also, far more than our 
noblest ancient Cathedrals, the idea of one common service of prayer and praise for the thousands of God’s 
people. Fresh from the thought or sight of such cathedrals - each in its own way unrivalled in our English 
Church, and from the services - almost sublimic in their fullness and beauty, which welcomed the bishops from 
all quarters of the world to the centre of unity, and dismissed them again with the Holy Sacrament of that unity, 
to their distant fields of labour - it may be we might be for a moment excused, if in spite of all the exertion and 
sacrifice bestowed upon it, it ‘seemed as nothing in their eyes’.  
Yet, if there be any such thought, we may well apply to it the work of the text. These young cathedrals of the 
Colonial church, everywhere so rapidly being planted in this new ecclesiastical soil, I would not only remind you 
that they have not only the same blessing, the same spiritual glory, as the dear old cathedrals of our mother 
country, in all their venerable grandeur, but I would go so far as to assert that they may be truer in their 
constitution to the right cathedral idea, more important, therefore, in their bearing on the life and progress of our 
church. It is only within the time of my memory in England that cathedrals - once thought magnificent 
excrescences on the Church system, to be ruthlessly cut down, that they might not be cut off - have come to be 
the most vital, and, I may add, the most popular elements of that system, capable, with wise government and 
legislation, of far larger development of usefulness in the hereafter. It is by a right instinct that our colonial 
churches, struggling as they are still to live from hand to mouth in the supply of urgent local needs, have yet felt 
it right to devote some not inconsiderable amount of money and labour to the erection of cathedrals. In the 
whole of Australia I now know no diocese which either has not, or is not preparing to have its cathedral church. 
You my brethren (and I congratulate you upon it) though perhaps the smallest in English population, have 
resolved not to be the last. It is wisely resolved so, for, if I mistake not, that the consecration of your cathedral is 
not merely a sign, but an inspiration of progress.  
Truer, I say, such new cathedrals may be to the right cathedral idea than is yet the case in England. There, as 
you probably know, mainly from historical connection with a monastic or quasi-monastic system in days gone 
by, they have become, in various degrees, unfortunately, dissociated both from episcopal guidance and from 



and as a matter of course, towards which the Church of England is labouring. The cathedral, humbler though it 
be, is as it should be in full connection with the Bishop’s authority and work, and with the whole diocesan 
system. So far it is moving on the right line of advance, so far it has in it the germ of the true growth. So, even 
in this sense, compared with the grandeur of the home cathedrals, it may claim, like the diminished splendour 
of the second temple, to have a peculiar glory of its own. 
But I pass on from the ideal to the practical, and I would venture, looking to the special needs and defects of 
our colonial church life, to urge that here, even more than in England, a cathedral should tell of the growth and 
the exaltation of that life. 
I consider it is no slight matter, indeed, that however comparatively inadequate the resources, a cathedral 
bears witness of the offering to God of the best we can command of stateliness and beauty for His service. 
Time was, of course, in the struggling life of a new community, when bare necessity alone was thought of for all 
buildings alike. Very poor churches accorded well with corresponding poverty of dwellings and public buildings. 
Now, for these last, this period is over. Everywhere men raise for themselves houses of comfort, of luxury, even 
of some splendour. Every city vies in a not unwise or ignoble rivalry, with its fellows, in the visible 
representation, by some magnificence, of the dignity of the Government and of the community itself. I think that 
the time has come when some spirit should be shown in our exertions for the service of God - just as in the old 
cities the cathedral tower rose side by side with the palace of the ruler and the town hall of the cities. I have no 
more toleration for a cheap meanness, cloaking itself under the name of simplicity, than the prophet Haggai 
had for the lukewarmness of those who dwelt ‘in ceiled houses’, while the temple of God lay waste. I know that 
the inner spiritual reality of God’s presence, and our work for Him is something far higher than its surroundings; 
the soul in it is independent in itself of all outward body of beauty and grandeur. But if there is one thing which 
modern thought has taught us, it is that for our complex nature, as the body and the soul, so the inward and 
outward act and re-act upon one another. What Ruskin calls the ‘lamp of sacrifice’ has always been most freely 
kindled for the spiritual fire. To that truth the erection of a cathedral bears some witness. Those who know our 
colonial church life will not think it needs less. 
Nor, again, can I think lightly of what is, in some degree, akin to this - the natural attempt of a cathedral to rise, 
as to greater frequency, so to greater beauty and dignity of service. Greater frequency in witnessing this, for the 
supreme dignity of worship is too often forgotten in the excessive idolatry of preaching, as if this were the one 
object of a church, witnessing through its continuity through the whole church’s life, as against the fashion of 
narrowing our public note of religion simply to the Lord’s day. Greater solemnity and beauty, for our age has 
been taught much of the cultivation through art of the imagination, as not only a powerful factor in human 
nature, but as one which is a wonderful link between mind and heart - through the one to suggest thought, 
through the other to kindle emotion. Of that education some beauty, and especially musical beauty, of worship 
has been at once the beginning and the crown. Surely it is well, for St Paul would have the whole man, ‘spirit, 
soul and body’ consecrated to God’s services in their right order, and such consecration must express itself in 
worship. ‘In their right order,’ I say, for in all our service the spiritual element must hold an undisputed 
prominence; it must be plainly the dominant note in the full harmony of our nature. And that (thank God) it must 
be, so long as in our service the word of God - the utterance of His spirit to our spirit - speaks plainly from our 
open Bibles; so long as the lofty and chastened spirituality of our prayer book draws our souls along that path 
to Heaven which generations upon generations have trodden before us. Doubtless it is possible to exaggerate 
to a superstition our care for reverence, order and beauty in worship. But again I ask you who know, whether 
as yet the danger from this is great under the conditions of our life here, and the tone of our colonial churches. 
Our cathedrals at home carried the church, if I may say, over the dead point of an ugliness and dreariness 
which I can well remember. Here they may well reap a corresponding reward. Long will it be, I think, before 
they need fear in this to exaggerate their purpose. 
But far above even these things I place the existence of a cathedral as really a diocesan centre, really a mother 
among her daughter Churches, really a link in that large unity which we so surely need. As in social, so in 
ecclesiastical life here, one great danger - arising in large measure inevitably from the very necessity of 
extension, which plants everywhere new outposts and throws them mainly upon themselves - is the danger of 
division, pettiness, isolation. Against the whole principles of the Church of England, we are apt to drift towards 
a virtual parochialism or congregationalism thinking only in each region of our own needs and interests, 
narrowing thus the whole tone of thought, losing all right proportion in truth and work. It may have been 
inevitable in early days; it brings out, as all localism will some valuable elements of self help and independence. 
But the time again is come when it needs to be tempered by a larger unity, in the older dioceses first, and then 
through all the dioceses of our Anglican Church. Now I do urge that a cathedral is for this the greatest and most 
effective instrument. The very authority and function of a bishop, exercised not so much through law as through 
personal sympathy, is to knit all together - not clergy only - but the whole body of churchmen. The priceless 
value of your Synod as a real governing power, in which all have their representation, and so their 
responsibility, is to my mind most seen in this - that it gathers all together, in one common council, for common 
intercourse, for common worship. But I speak not from theory, but from experience, when I say that with these  



essence in faith in God with us - faith in a high, unseen Giver, faith in the grace which alone can fulfil it. ‘Be 
strong and work’. Work indeed, for man and God, is for the whole Church a continual call. Time is for work; 
eternity for rest. But yet it comes home most urgently to those who - often in discouragement, often like the 
builders of Jerusalem, having to grasp at once the tools of work, and the sword of defence - yet are living in a 
stream of continual progress, and laying the foundations of a greater future. God grant us never to be weary, 
never faithless in work! For if we lay the true foundation, which is in Jesus Christ, and build upon it after the 
heavenly plan taught by the Spirit, then when we are gone, our work will stand even through the earthquake 
and the fire of trial, and we may take to ourselves that council so strong in its calmness, with which St Paul 
winds up one of his grandest prophetic utterances ‘be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.’ 
Nov 26-Dean actively supports setting up of a mission Chapel at Highgate. 
Nov 28-St. George’s cricket club mentioned. The ‘Saints’. 
 
Dec 1- Dean presents wedding gift to organist after Choir rehearsal. 
Dec 18- Dean addresses men on the problems of gambling, and temperance. To be a series of 4 talks. 
 
1889 
 
Jan 5- Central Day School for Girls opens to operate from the Cathedral Sunday School room 
 
March 4- Notice of special Services through Lent on Fridays at 12.45pm. Promises short sermons of not more 
than 30 minutes. 
March 13- Bishop of Adelaide visits Cathedral. 
March 20-26- Conflict between Goldsmith and a Catholic priest, A. Bourke, fought through the correspondence 
section. Develops from an ugly incident involving the administration of the last rites to a dying women whose 
religious persuasion was contested to a showdown between Catholicism and Anglicanism culminating with this 
comment on the incident and Catholicism in general from the Dean: 
It is one thing to tolerate a religion in our midst that is entirely alien in many of its principles and practices to the 
mind of the English people...[it is] another thing altogether to suffer interference of a violent character. 
March 22- Dean addresses business men during Lent. 
 
April 11- Offer of five pound to help St. George's Building Fund debt if nine others will do the same. 
 
Sept 16- Notice of Canon Parnell’s resignation. 
Sept 18- Fundraising Concert for St. George's Cricket Club. 
 
Oct 9- Detailed write up of Synod. 
Oct 11-Dean organised Temperance meeting in Perth. 
Oct 25- Description of first Temperance Society meeting. 
Oct 26-Dean visits Sawyer’s Valley to celebrate. 
 
Dec 5- Dean elected to Board of Education, but not as its head. The Catholic Father Bourke received the most 
votes and thus headed the board. Dean responds by commenting from the podium that ‘Our Friends...are 
placed higher than they ought to be.’ Reported that there were calls from the crowd for the Dean to stop 
grumbling. 
Dec 14- St. George’s valedictory Address to Governor and Lady Broome from the Dean and Vestry, mentioning 
the Governor’s gift of the stained glass window for the three eastern lights of the Cathedral. Governor 
expresses his regret at leaving the congregation. 
Dec 16- Valedictory address from the Roman Church which included the inflammatory comment that the 
Roman Church was ‘the greatest organisation in the world.’ 
 
1890 
 
Feb 8-  Letter to Ed. from ‘Anglican’ complaining of the poor standard of the Choir, and the service and the 
need for a means to follow the service. 
Feb 11- Reply from Vestryman, prompting a further letter from ‘Anglican’ on the 13 of Feb. 
 
August 29-Report and results of the Choir sports day.  
 
Sept 5-Write up of the award ceremony for Choir Sports Day. 



 
(Oct 21 - Proclamation day (from “the People of Perth” by Dr Tom Stannage). First there were the religious 
services. The new St George’s Cathedral was the pride and joy of the Anglican Congregation. .....For the 
occasion the interior had been decorated to the design of J Talbot Hobbs, then at the commencement of his 
illustrious career as architect and soldier. He had erected a chancel screen of greenery and everlastings, 25 
feet in height, surmounted in the centre by a magnificent cross of lavender, banksia flowers, shields, flags, 
wreaths, stars, sacred monograms....and then the glitter of the many uniforms, the colours of the ladies’ 
dresses, the white robes of the choristers, and the varied tints of the East window in the background - ‘all 
served to enhance the beauty and impressiveness of a scene which will live in the memory of West 
Australians.’ His Excellency arrived punctually at 9 o’clock. There was a little unsteadiness at the 
commencement of the Processional Hymn, but after a few bars all went excellently. The great features of the 
service were the Te Deum (set to music by Mr W Stephens), a Proclamation Hymn (written by the Registrar 
General, Mr W A Gale, and composed by Mr W Stephens), and the Domini Salvan fae reginam sung in the 
garrison chapels of England. ‘The whole rendering of the service would have done the utmost credit to any 
cathedral in Australia.’ ) 
 
Dec 25- Write up of Carol Service, Hymns and Anthems by the Choir. 
 
1892 
 
25 Jan- Acknowledgement of donations to Cathedral building fund. 
28 Jan- Letter from Dean of Perth in England. 
 
11 March- St.George’s role in instigating services in South Perth. Dean to conduct first service. 
12 March- Service in South Perth. 
25 March- New curate appointed. Stress on his qualifications- a degree from Pembroke College, Cambridge. 
       - Write up of the meeting of the St.George's young men’s society which the Dean ‘ chaired.’ 
30 March- Dean travels to Beverly for the opening of the new Church. 
 
13 April- Announcement of the intention to form the St. George’s Brigade for boys between 12 and 18 for 
secular, sporting and religious instruction. (Indication is that it is the Dean’s project.) 
14 April- Rev J. E Harston joins Cathedral staff with special direction to see over the Eastern District of Perth 
around St. Bartholomew’s. 
16 April- Report of Good Friday Services. 
21 April- At a meeting of the St. George’s Young Men’s Society Dean urges laity to cooperate more with clergy 
in the work of the Church. 
 
7 May- Additional names of those who contributed money towards the memorial window published. 
 
3 June- Further donations acknowledged. 
25 June- Report of St. George’s Brigade. 
 
25 July- Dean’s involvement with High School. 
 
7 Sept- Dean preaches at Synod service against raffles and lotteries, and for religious instruction in schools. 
8 Sept- Full write up of Synod. 
 
10 October- Dean establishes link between St. George’s Brigade and a new youth branch of the St. John’s 
ambulance. 
 
28 December- write up of Christmas services at the Cathedral. 
 
1893 
 
11 Feb - Collections donated to floods in Queensland. 
 
4 March- Letter advertising existence of petition against Sunday openings for Public Houses. Address for 
signatures given as the Deanery. 
9 March- Announcement of Debate on Sunday opening at St. George's. 
13 March- Dean writes to Editor in complaint at an Editorial piece published on the 12 on the Disestablishment 



the doctrine of the Roman Catholic Church too much, and resorting to the old practice, viz, from a musical point 
of view.’ 
30 May- Letter defending Goldsmith. Says key to good attendances is good music sung by a good choir. The 
writer deplores the current state of affairs in which people identify anything pleasurable in the service as 
‘Roman.’ 
   - Another letter to the Editor saying that the only way to fill the Cathedral is to have extempore 
preaching. 
 
1 June- The debate on Sunday opening for Public Houses is addressed by the Editor who points out the central 
role of Goldsmith in the Debate. 
2 June- Joke played on Goldsmith. Sent to an address in Beaufort Street to visit a non-existent dying lady. 
7 June- Goldsmith enters the denominational Education debate. 
 - Goldsmith’s sermon quoted as he responds to criticism of the attractiveness of his services. 
8 June- Response by Rev Dunstan of the Congregational Church to Goldsmith’s letter on education, calling it a 
dangerous scheme. 
9 June- Goldsmith replies to Dunstan. 
29 June- Dunstan writes again on the Education question opposing the views of the Dean. 
 
18 October- opening service of Synod reported. Mention of the Choir, organ and impressive attendance. 
        - Full write up of Synod. 
19 October- Dean Goldsmith moves motion thanking Government for amended provisions in education that 
allow for some definite religious instruction. 
21 October- Write up of Synod. 
 
20 November- Details of commemorative service for Bishop Parry. 
22 November- Details of meeting to discuss a memorial for Bishop Parry in the Cathedral. 
 
15 December- Report of Synod’s meeting to elect a new Bishop. Motion moved to refer the selection to 
England. 
20 Dec- Handel’s Messiah in Cathedral.  
27 Dec- Report of Christmas services in Cathedral. 
 
1894 
 
10 Feb- Details of Dean’s special services for Lenten period. 
 
26 Mar- Reports of Easter services. 
 
13 June- Riley issues new licenses and stresses need for active lay involvement in Church in a diocese such 
as this. 
 
18 Dec- Education question draws Editorial comment, with special attention to the Catholic Bishop Gibney’s 
position. 
24 Dec- Christmas offertory to be put into choir fund. 
 
1895 
 
4 Feb- Riley Arrives in Albany. Welcomed by Dean. 
5 Feb- Riley’s arrival reported. An interview with him touching upon the education question, which Riley refuses 
to be drawn into at this stage. 
12 Feb- Citizens welcome for Riley. 
21 Feb- Riley leaves for a tour of the province. 
 
12 June-Annual subscriptions and donations to the Endowment of the See asked for, as current funds 
insufficient. 
14 June- Plea for women to be in choir from ‘Anglican’. Argues that Cathedral finances require a larger 
congregation, something that is unlikely, given the terrible noise made by the current choir. By including 
women, he argues, the choir would improve dramatically and thus increase the size of the congregation. 
17 June- An E. H. Myerson responds, at first anonymously, to ‘Anglican.’ He argues that one of the greatest 
difficulties faced by some English Cathedrals is how to get women out of the Choir. He asserts that with women 



were they to be in the choir, as ‘I can hardly imagine women marching around in Church even in this era of new 
womanhood.’ 
 
9 July- Riley urges in sermon at evensong at Cathedral the duty of parents to bring up one child for active 
service in the ministry. 
17 July- Objection from ‘Parishioner’ about sermon preached by Rev. Price, a young curate, in which he 
advocated prayers for the dead. 
23 July- Another complaint about controversial sermons by Price. This parishioner objects to his constant use 
of the first person singular in his addresses, as well as his theology. 
24 July- Two letters appear in support of Price, with appeals for such discussions to be kept ‘in house.’ 
 
17 August- Publication of complete correspondence [from July 26 to August 14] between Dean and 
‘Parishioner’ who turns out to be none other than Justice Stone, a member of the vestry. The correspondence 
is entered into by the Dean, who found out the identity of ‘Parishioner’ from the West, in order to convey to him 
his disappointment that the matter was brought up in such a public manner. Goldsmith tries to impress upon 
Justice Stone the need for the public face of Anglicanism to appear united. The Dean seems to have been very 
concerned that the disagreements were displayed in a secular paper, placing the Cathedral and Anglicanism 
under scrutiny and open to scorn from others. A prolonged theological debate then continues through several 
letters as both the Dean and Justice Stone attempt to defend theologically their opposing views on the concept 
of prayers for the dead. 
20 August- P.C Webster writes that the published correspondence shows Justice Stone to be inconsistent, 
contradictory and long-winded. 
 
7 October- letter from Riley read out in Cathedral and published outlining the Government’s decision not to give 
the Anglican Church the 2000 pound grant it had previously received annually. 
8 October- Notice given that the Foundation Stone of the new St. George’s Parish Hall would be laid in 
Howicke Street by Bishop Riley. 
 
2 November- Annual flower service advertised. 
  
December-April- Goldsmith in England. 
21 December- Notice of Cathedral’s Messiah to be performed on the 23, preceded by a short service. 
24 December- Report of a large congregation at ‘Messiah’. 
27 December- No write up of Cathedral services. Marked difference from previous years. 
 
1896 
 
7 March- Report that Dean is due back on 30 March with two Sisters who will start a permanent Anglican 
Sisterhood. 
30 March- Report of the Dean’s return to Perth. 
 
4 April- write up of Good Friday Services. 
6 April- report of Easter services in Cathedral. Number of communicants in the morning up 60 from the 
previous year to 365.Standing room only for evening service. Whilst the Anglican services write up gets about 
75 printed lines in Paper, the Catholic services are dealt with in 5 lines. Whilst the Dean may refer to the West 
as a secular paper and be doing all he can to keep any difficulties the Cathedral may encounter out of its 
pages, the West does seem to be at least Protestantly secular. 
18 April- Bishop Riley elected Master of St. John’s Lodge of Freemasons. 
 
12 May- Very detailed account of the St.George's AGM. 7 parishes supported by Cathedral, and soon to be 8 
with the inclusion of Subiaco. Mention made of Finances which need to increase and the new Cathedral Hall in 
Howicke Street. Talk of letting Church Offices be built on Cathedral land [If only they had said no!] and the 
appointment of a new Choirmaster Mr. W. Arundel Orchard, whose work is ‘slowly but surely telling on the 
Choir.’ 
 
21 July- Report of Primate’s visit to St. George’s and his address to Church workers calling for loyalty. 
 
2 Sept- Dean presides at meeting of St. George’s Literary Society. 
 
4 Nov- Bishop addresses St. George’s Literary Society. Notes that Australians were more lighthearted and less 



1897 
 
26 Jan- Editorial on Riley’s plea for Higher Education.  
 
27 Feb- Collections from Harvest Thanksgiving Service to be donated to sufferers from the Famine in India. 
 
16 March- St. George’s Lit Society, last moonlight cruise to South Perth of the present season to take place. 
 
19 April- Short write up of Easter Services. 
 
7 May- Farewell for Riley as he leaves for England to attend the Lambeth Conference. Dean refers to Riley’s 
good work since arriving in the colony, and expresses his loyalty to him as head of the Church in W.A. The 
Dean likened Riley to St. Paul as ‘He is journeying oft.’ Sir Alexander Onslow, on behalf of the laity, presented 
the Bishop with a cheque. Hope expressed that when he returned he would be accompanied by another 
Prelate, something which Riley said he would pursue at Lambeth. A copy of Riley’s speech on this occasion is 
printed. 
14 May- Dean instrumental in directing funds towards the building of an industrial school for the blind to 
commemorate the Queen’s jubilee celebrations. 
19 May- Announcement of plans for special Masonic service in Cathedral to celebrate the Queen’s jubilee. 
27 May- Announcement: ‘We have been instructed to state that the Dean of Perth...has severed his connection 
with the Swan Orphanage and Mission. 
29 May- Special services held from Sunday 20 June- June 27 to celebrate Queen’s jubilee. 
 
3 June- AGM reported. Justice Stone no longer a Vestryman. 
4 June- Very detailed report of AGM. Justice Stone comments on the criticism of the Choir and highlights the 
need for a larger and more powerful organ and more volume from the Choir. He notes that there has been 
some improvement from the Choir but more is needed. O. Burt raises issue of pew rental in the Cathedral, as it 
is difficult to seat visitors whom they are pleased to see. Present practice is to throw open the pews after the 
bells have ceased ringing. But Burt believed this area needed to be readdressed. Sir James Lee-Steere 
objected to the abolishment of the pew system as being too hard on the old worshipers. B.C Wood, to 
applause, argues all Churches and Cathedrals should be free, pointing out that rentals bring in only 358 
pounds a year. Justice Stone agreed with Wood in principal, but said the proposal faced practical difficulties. 
The matter is not resolved. 
 
The Dean then impresses upon the assembled the need for generous donations to the Church. Clergy must 
take more time to teach the ethics of giving, something that was essential to the survival of the Church in W.A. 
Must be very generous in giving time, energy and most importantly money to the Church. 
 
19 July- Dean preaches a sermon on the reunion of the Christian Churches which is published. 
 
8 October- Dean recalls Rev. G.H Young from his position as incumbent in Kalgoorlie. Vestry rallies around 
Young and wires a telegram of protest and ‘indignation’ to Goldsmith. 
 
26 November- Riley interviewed in Albany upon his return. Said there was no chance of a 2nd Bishop in Perth 
due to lack of funds, but he has brought over 2 more English Clergy to assist in the diocese. 
29 November- Riley preaching at Cathedral deplores public indifference to religion and expresses his hope that 
no more facilities would be created for divorce. 
 
1898 
 
26 Feb- unveiling of tablet in Sanctuary erected in memory of the late Bishop of Perth. 
 
22 March-E.H Myerson, a member of the Cathedral congregation and secretary of Church of England 
Temperance Society, writes to Editor to relate the principles of the C.E.T.S. Hints at having Riley’s support in 
expressing the wishes of the Organisation to suppress the practice of ‘shouting’ drinks. 
25 March- Dean addresses Sunday school teachers. Points out the importance of their role. States 
disappointment that the teacher preparation classes are not better attended. 
 
11 April- Communicants for Easter morning services up to between 400-500. Services every 3/4 of an hour 
between 6am-9am.Then services held at 10am, 11am,3pm and evensong. 



into by the vestry without haste to consider carefully the practicalities. Great debate ensued, before motion 
passed that vestry should examine the matter. H.W Mills says Vestry should be given a time limit to look into 
the proposal, and Mr. Hackett agreed that three months was reasonable. 
 
14 July-Riley issues a pastoral message to his clergy stating that sermons on Sunday should draw attention to 
the recent legislation which has struck out religious instruction from state schools, and should attempt to raise 
opposition to the movement to increase facilities for divorce. 
15 July- Dean and Bishop visit Premier to attempt to get the religious instruction clause reinserted in the 
Education Bill.  
18 July- Details given of Sermons preached in diocese on the education question. Much attention is given to 
Goldsmith’s and Riley’s addresses. Riley’s focusing in the main on the education question and the Dean’s on 
divorce. 
 
18 October- Write up of Synod. Copy of Bishop’s Sermon printed which again addresses the education issue, 
the need for more clergy and divorce. 
19 October- Dean of Perth moves motion in Synod congratulating Riley on his 4 years in the diocese. Dean 
moves motion that free seating be adopted in all new Churches in the diocese. 
 
Nov-Dec- A series of letters to the Editor express views on ritualism in the Church. Whether there is a 
Cathedral link is unestablished. 
7 December- One letter argues that Rev. Price, a member of Cathedral clergy, has taken up the position as 
advocate for the Ritualistic Party. 
         - Editorial note stating that theological discussion in any paper seldom works for the good, and 
thus states that the correspondence will now end. 
 
2 new parishes ..St Alban’s Highgate and St Augustine Bayswater established.  Memorial to Bishop 
Parry...brass tablet placed in Cathedral. 
 
1899 
 
11 March- new clergyman, Rev E.E Wilson arrives from England to work in the Cathedral parish. 
 
27 May- Mr. d'Arcy Irvine congratulated on his excellent Organ recitals in Cathedral and his contribution to 
improving the standard of the music in the Cathedral. 
30 May- Another letter praising work of Mr.d’Arcy Irvine, but pointing out the desperate need for a better organ. 
 
3 June- Noted that AGM has taken place. No detailed write up this year. 
 
7 August- Report of celebratory service at Cathedral for 11th anniversary. Choir, under the direction of 
Mr.d’Arcy Irvine, singled out for criticism. The standard of singing is reported to be poor. Whilst the Kyrie is said 
to have been their best effort, a lack of volume and attack contributed to a disappointing Benedictus. At 
Evensong, Goldsmith preached on the necessity of religious instruction in Gov’t schools. This sermon is 
commented on in detail. 
 
5 Sept- A letter to Ed, urges Mr. d’Arcy Irvine to include more popular music in his otherwise excellent Organ 
recitals. Whilst the work of Guilment, Thomas, and Grison may be challenging musically they are not always 
the one the punters want to hear. 
 
17 October- Write up of Synod, with detailed reference to Riley’s charge. 
 
20 Nov- 11th anniversary celebratory service. Riley preaches against gambling and Sunday labouring in  
. 
 
25 Dec- Christmas Eve services written up. Criticism of Choir’s inattentiveness in ‘We Three Kings.’ Pointed out 
that ‘See Amid Winter Snow’ was not sung as well as last year. The offertory was put towards clearing the debt 
of the old undivided parish. 
 
3 new parishes ..St John’s, St Paul’s, St Mary’s established...proposed new parish of East Perth...St 
Bartholomew Chapel enlarged. 
Choir sings evensong every day...practice every week day. 



16 April- Easter services reported. Dean preached rather than Bishop, a departure from past tradition. Article 
focuses on the shortcomings of Choir. 
 
22 May- AGM reported but little detail- Offertories totalled 821 pounds for the year. Noted that Choir now sing 
evensong, and Chapter publicly deprecates criticism of Choir. 
 
4 June- Dean, Mr. Prinsep and Mr. Fennia lead a discussion for St. George’s Literary Society on the subject of 
W.A Aborigines. 
6 June- Write up of Ordination Service at St. George’s with the sermon being preached by the visiting Bishop of 
Tasmania. 
 
1901 
 
1 Jan- Report of Watchnight service at St. George’s for New Year. Bishop preached, pointing out the 
importance, on the Eve of the proclamation of the Commonwealth of Australia, of striving for religious education 
for the young and the banishment of sin from our land. The Cathedral was reported to be packed for the 
service. 
2 Jan- Services in Cathedral reported, with a copy of the prayer for the Commonwealth of Australia read by the 
Dean. The Bishop preached urging those assembled to take pride in their country. 
7 Jan- Report of service in Cathedral to welcome back troops from South Africa. Supposed to be exactly the 
same service as at St.Paul’s London upon the return of a portion of their forces. Attended by large contingent of 
servicemen. Bishop preached, urging the troops to take pride in their achievement and their country as surely 
as we take pride in them. Offertory was donated to a memorial to be erected to fallen soldiers in the Cathedral. 
21 Jan- Goldsmith prays for Queen during intercessions on Sunday. Reading extracts from telegrams supplied 
by the West Australian relating to her poor condition. Announced that Intercessory Services would be held 
tomorrow. 
24 Jan- Memorial service to be held for Queen Victoria in Cathedral, which will be draped in black for the 
occasion. 
  25 Jan- Article on memorial service for Victoria. Detailed report of Riley’s sermon in the morning and 
Goldsmith’s at night. 
 
8 April- Easter Day communicants reported to have been over 400. 
 
7 May- Member of congregation sparks debate on Sunday labour by writing to West requesting trams run on 
Sunday to help transport people to the Cathedral. 
9 May- Master of Music, d'Arcy  Irvine, puts on a concert in St.George’s Hall with an orchestra he has 
formed. 
30 May- AGM recorded in great detail. All the reports of the various groups and areas of Cathedral printed, 
including paragraphs on the Staff, Choir, finance, offerings, Sunday School, Religious instruction, Organ etc Mr. 
d’Arcy Irvine’s contribution to Choir noted as it gradually improves. Choir now consists of 34 boys and 17 men, 
and cassocks and surplices are running desperately short! Scheme to enlarge organ noted. Offertory for year 
1014 pounds, and pew rents still being charged with no discussion on the matter reported. 
 
22 July- In preparation for Royal visit, a brilliantly lit cross suspended from Cathedral Steeple. 
 
25 July- Report of Royal visit to Cathedral. Write up of service in which Duke of York unveiled the memorial 
tablet to those who died in Boer War. It was found necessary to curtail greatly the large musical portion of the 
service, although it is not made clear why. Bishop gave a short welcoming address which is reported. 
 
10 Sept- Announcement that Bishop has changed time of Synod to a Wednesday so that Synod Sunday may 
be held in the Cathedral in the middle of Synod week. 
 
17 October- Report of opening of Synod. Bishop’s charge not printed as in other years. 
18 October- Acknowledgement from Synod of the passing of former Dean G.B Pownal. Chapter members 
named as Bishop, Archdeacons of York, Coolgardie and Perth, Dean, and 4 Canons. Dean re-elected as a 
Diocesan nominator. 
21 October- Report of Synod Sunday at Cathedral. Special Sunday School Service held in afternoon reflecting 
Synod’s concern with Sunday School teaching and religious instruction for the young. 
 
27 December- Choir sings new setting by Mr.d’Arcy Irvine for Christmas Day. 



26 Feb- Dean Goldsmith and Bishop travel to Pingelly for the consecration of St. Luke's. Dean presents Church 
with a handsome Altar front. 
 
15 March- Goldsmith to act as administrator of diocese while Riley travels to eastern states, England and 
America. 
31 March- 430 communicants for Easter morning. Dean preached and officiated at all services. d'Arcy Irvine 
presided over music with soloists at evensong being Msrs Annois, Rees and Blanchard, while Bruce Bott sang 
the treble solo in Elbden’s Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis. 
 
14 May- D.G Watkins to act as administrator whilst Goldsmith is away from the diocese [uncertain where he 
goes]. 
 
23 June- Reported that Archdeacon of Goldfields will invite non-conformist priests to take part in coronation 
services at St. George’s. Some outrage at this departure from tradition. Article ends with ‘May God prosper 
what we do right, and undo what we do wrong.’ 
28 June- Special intercessionary service for King held at St. George’s in light of his serious illness, an intestinal 
disorder, which has forced the postponement of his coronation. 
 
12 July- Rev. Price of St. Alban’s cited in ambiguous article as having been accused of serious impropriety by 
the Sunday Paper. 
13-15 July- criticism of Anglican clergy and Riley for neglect of Fremantle cemetery. 
 
2 Sept- Gathering at St. George’s to promote the work of two sisters of the Church. Premier donates fifty pound 
towards the work of the Church sisters. Full account given of the speeches in which Sister Vera tells the story 
of her order and of the help of Riley in helping them to set themselves up in Perth. 
11 Sept- Riley back from England. 
 
25 October- In connection with the Queen Victoria peal of bells in St. George’s; movement to form a bellringers’ 
association. Those who are interested are invited to communicate with the Church Office. 
 
20 Nov- Synod starts. 
 
27 Dec- Reported that large crowds attended Cathedral on Christmas Day, with Goldsmith preaching at the 
principal service at 11.30 on the text ‘Glory to God in the highest.’ Excellent music of choir said to be a feature 
of the service. 
 
3rd manual, 10 stops added to organ. 
 
1903 
 
1 Jan- Riley’s sermon at Watch-night service reported- Riley encourages people to turn over a new leaf, start 
new year afresh and endeavour to be of service to God and the world [Same sermon as last year?] 
 
4 Mar- Canon McClemans gives lecture on Church history in St. George’s Hall. 
5 Mar- Write up of Cathedral lecture given by McClemans in front of a large audience. McClemans argued that 
the blood of Martyrs is the seat of the Church. Dean presided over occasion. 
 
21 April- Report of Easter services at Cathedral. 
 
14 May- Report of Rev. A. Deans on the mission of Protestantism published- criticises Church of England’s 
ritualistic, High Church stance. 
 - d'Arcy Irvine’s organ recital described as sound technically but punctuated by monotony. Dean gave 
permission for offertory to go to Choir fund. 
15 May- Riley interviewed for his thoughts on Rev. Dean’s paper. Riley tells him to stop abusing the C of E and 
goes on to comment on the education debate: 
People who send their children to catholic schools should not at all be astonished if in after life they 
find that the atmosphere has had a bad effect, just as the influence of trying to shut out God from 
children’s thoughts entirely. 
Evidence of Riley seeing C of E as classic middle way. 
19 May- Rev Deans writes letter to Editor complaining of Riley’s criticism of him. Points out that he was not 



20 June- Dean preaches on ‘why you should be a Churchman.’ 
 
10 October- Riley lends his support to the development of U.W.A. Argues that university should not be entirely 
modern and just equip its students to make money. While some vocational training alright, emphasis should be 
on classical education. 
 
Nov 15- Fifteenth anniversary of the consecration of Cathedral. Special services. 
19 Nov- Riley’s charge at Synod printed in full. Emphasis on development. Still refers to England as home and 
expresses the need to get more clergy over to Australia. Talks of possibility of dividing diocese. ‘Dean of Perth 
moved for leave to create a new diocese in the State’ and then decision made to divide W.A into four Sees. 
 
1904 
 
4 April- Only a very short description of Easter services. Dean preached on the text ‘The sting of death is sin.’ 
27 April- Goldsmith elected Bishop of S/W 
 
28 May- AGM- offerings 983 pounds, pew rents still in existence. 
 
16 July- Detailed write up of divisions of diocese and reports of key moments leading up to Goldsmith’s 
consecration as Bishop. Dean thanks Mssrs Loton and Padbury for taking over the job of sorting out Cathedral 
debt and finances in general. 
   - Order of service for Goldsmith’s consecration as Bishop. 
   - Report of Dean’s background and contribution since 1888. 
   - Report of Dean’s farewell gathering. 
 
Bishop Riley on the Dean: 
If all clergy throughout the world had acted as Dean Goldsmith has acted in matters where his private 
opinion was not altogether in consonance with that of his Bishop, much of the trouble that had arisen 
in the Church would never have occurred. Many times...Goldsmith...had forgone his own wishes and 
his own ideas because his Bishop asked him to. 
 
Dean then thanked the Cathedral Choir for its assistance to his ministry. 
 
18 July- Full write up of consecration service. 
 
16 Sept- d'Arcy Irvine gives Organ recital. The large crowd might have noted that some pieces had been 
performed before. 
 
3 Nov- Bishops charge at synod. 
- Highlights problem with Cathedral statutes. Problem said to be that Cathedral is subject to four authorities- 
Parish Vestry, Cathedral Vestry, Chapter and Bishop. Riley suggests making St. George’s subject to Chapter 
[of which Bishop is a member] and making Chapter subject to the Bishop. 
 
1905 
 
2 Feb- Bishop Riley comments on Dr Roth’s report into cruelty to Aborigines that he has wasted his time. Riley 
says he tried to set up a mission in the North and failed and comments that Aborigines are a problem 
everywhere except maybe in Canada but then they are more civilised. 
 
21 April- Bishop Riley presides and preaches over Easter. Special peal from the Bells to celebrate the 
occasion. Music of Choir related in detail. 
 
24 June- Cathedral choir & Mr d’Arcy Irvine sing evensong as Victoria Park is dedicated. Choir reported to have 
sung Magnificat  & Nunc Dimittis exceedingly impressively. 
 
8 Sept- Charge from Bishop Goldsmith on the S/W diocese proposed Cathedral and how it should be run. 
 
23 Nov- Riley’s Charge at Synod attracts Editorial comment on recent Church announcements on public 
questions. 
           - Copy of Riley’s Charge printed. On Cathedral matters, Riley thanks Canon Huddlestone for minding it 



 
1 Jan- Choir to hold an annual camp in Bunbury which will include a concert to raise money for the Bunbury 
Diocese. 
 
30 March: Bishop of Adelaide visits Cathedral. 
 
16 April- 365 communicants. Dean preached at the morning services. Children’s service in afternoon. 
Estimated that attendances for whole day 1750. 
 
28 May- Report of Empire day services at Cathedral. Parades outside, before the service, at which Riley 
preached. 
 
2 June- First new permanent Church built under Goldsmith in south west named St.George’s Boyanup. 
4 June- New Dean denounces the assassination attempts on the King & Queen of Spain on their wedding day. 
The Dean pointed out that despite religious differences, Churches throughout the world should be outraged at 
the intended harm to the Royal party. 
June- AGM apparently not reported this year. 
29 June- Mr. D’Arcy Irvine to give an Organ recital after evensong at which he will play Bach’s prelude and 
fugue in D major and other works by Guilment, Grison, Elgar and Lemare. 
 
2 August- Chancel screens dedicated in a ceremony at which Riley preached on the glory of beautifying 
Church’s [sermon reported in full]. Choir is commended for singing well. The appeal to fund the screen in 
honour of Bishops Hale and Parry was started by Lady Bedford 12 months ago and has raised 300 pound. 
Dean seems to have played only a minor role in ceremony merely reading a lesson and processing in and out. 
 
Sept 18- Dean Latham to visit Diocese of Bunbury’s pro- Cathedral to conduct a quiet day. 
 
26 October- Bishop Riley presents a paper to a gathering at the St.George’s Hall on Shakespeare and the 
Bible. 
 
27 October- Cathedral advertises its services in the paper. Not something that was usually done under 
Goldsmith. 
 
3 Nov- Riley issues plea to members of Diocese to be more diligent in their observance of Sundays. 
10 Nov- Riley appoints at Synod a committee including Dean Latham to watch over Government policy on 
issues affecting the social, moral, financial positions of the Church. 
14 Nov- Mr.d’Arcy Irvine to give another Organ Recital. 
 
24 Dec- Cathedral’s Christmas services displayed. Carol service at 7.30pm on Christmas Eve and then 
services at 6.00, 7.00, 8.00,11.00 and 3.00 tomorrow. 
25 Dec- Favourable write up of Choir’s carol service. 
27 Dec- Cathedral Choir sing in another concert on Christmas night. 
 - Report of ‘well attended’ Christmas services. Latham preached at 11.00 service and commented that it would 
be a ‘splendid education for a ruler’ to spend a year with the ‘lowest of his subjects’ just as the Caliph of 
Baghdad did in the history of the Arabian Nights. 
 
Choir of 27 boys and 20 men. D’arcy Irvine leaves after 10 years as Choir Master. A J Leckie appointed. 
 
1907 
 
19-24 February- Various letter published which debate vigorously whether or not certain ‘City’ Clergyman are 
paid too much whilst unemployment and low wages are present in Perth. 
 
1 April- No mention of Cathedral services over Easter. Riley attends Military Encampment and preaches to the 
troops on the resurrection. 
 
25 May- Riley to preach at Cathedral. 
 
6 June- Mr. d’Arcy Irvine to give organ recital. 
  



escaping temptation or disaster as in London.’ The stated aim of the association is to stop young men from 
‘going to the dogs’ something which Latham believes can be achieved by interesting them with such things as 
snooker, Gymnastics and other amusements. 
 
25 Dec- Editorial makes the remark that Christmas is mostly a children’s festival. It is representative, perhaps, 
of the West's dwindling commitment to the religious matters, that such a ridiculous and ignorant comment could 
be made on the morning of Christ’s nativity, in a year in which neither the Cathedral AGM or Synod have been 
reported in any detail. 
27 Dec- Riley preaches at Christmas services on the doctrine of the incarnation and makes reference to social 
injustices done to Children and the poor, and of the evils of war. Latham conducted a Children’s service in the 
afternoon. 
 
1908 
 
29 Jan-Letter to Editor complaining of men working on Sunday within a stone’s throw of the Cathedral and 
asking whether Sunday observance, one of the ‘most cherished possessions of the British Empire’ is dead? 
 
2 March- Military Church Parade and service at St. George’s. Riley as Chaplain-General of the Forces 
preached pointing out the honour those assembled were doing those who did their duty. Memorial brass to 
Colonel Percy Ricardo and Lieutenant Forrest. placed on the east wall. 
  
9 April- St. George’s Cathedral Appeal for Funds. Report of an emergency meeting of parishioners to consider 
how funds could be raised to continue the ministry of the Cathedral. Latham outlines the demands the diocese 
places on him before he can even consider his duties as Dean. Latham then states that it is impossible to 
continue with only two full time clergy at the Cathedral, yet the state of the Cathedral finances really demands 
that the full time clergy be reduced to one. Dean pleads for generous donations.  
The Cathedral treasurer, Mr.Octavius Burt, then proceeded to state that the Cathedral had no endowments to 
speak of, and having been, in the not so distant past, up to 1200 pound in debt, they would need to appeal 
again to the generosity of the public as they had done before. Current expenditure was quoted at 1400 pound a 
year and current income about 1240 pound, leaving them with an annual debit of about 150 pound. The current 
cumulative debt was quoted at about 500 pound In addition to this there was a debt to the Diocesan Trustees 
of 4000 pound for the hall and houses. 
Sir Edward Stone then spoke of the need to now pay the Cathedral Choir in order to maintain and improve 
standards, which were now approaching the levels of professionalism that demanded payment having 
exceeded those possible by gifted amateurs. With the appointment of the new organist to replace Mr. d’Arcy 
Irvine, Mr. Alex Leckie, the Chapter believed they secured another good organist, who can continue elevating 
the choir’s standard if funds can be secured. 
Dean then announces the launch of the Assistant Clergy and Choir Fund with the hope that 250 pounds a 
year could be raised in subscriptions. 
20 April- Dean preaches at Easter services. After evensong, new organist Mr. Leckie gave an organ recital 
which featured Mendelssohn and Guilment. 
 
23 May- Report of plans for Empire Day Church parade and services at St. George’s. 
25  May- Write up of Latham’s sermon on the occasion of Empire Day. Told the story of the great battle 
between Xerxes and the people of the little island of Greece. Compared their situation with young Australia’s in 
its fight for the society it wanted. Favourable mention made of the ‘white Australia dream.’ 
 
 
1 Sept- Dean Latham replies to letters criticising the Chapter for employing a foreign firm to erect a stain glass 
window in memory of Miss Moore by stating that he will not reply to the criticism because there is no evidence 
that the person has subscribed to the fund. However, Latham points out that were the order placed with an 
Australian firm they would have to have had the materials imported in any case. Moreover, as he imagines that 
the Cathedral will stand for many years Latham expressed his belief that he must select the most beautiful 
design and most skilled workmanship possible. When the very best workman are available in Perth, the 
Cathedral Chapter will be the first to employ them. 
 
Reel for 9 October- 24 November 1908 damaged. 
 
26 November- Fundraising evening under the patronage of the Governor planned for St. George’s. Evening will 
feature an organ recital from Mr.Leckie, singing from Miss Ethel Burt and readings of Tennyson and Browning 



 
Church Hall built cnr Aberdeen and Museum Sts. set of altar linen  given by ladies....stall for use of Archdeacon 
of Goldfields given by Lady Lee Steere; and stall for Chancellor given by Hackett. Memorial brasses place for 
Bp Hale, Col Ricardo, Dr McWilliams, Lt Forrest, Henry Gibbs.  Rose window given in memory of Mary 
Elizabeth Moore.  Alabaster Reredos in sanctuary the gift of Hon. Septimus Burt KC. 
 
1909 
 
29 January- Riley oversees agreement that Guildford Grammar School shall become a C of E school under the 
control of the Church. 
 
27 Feb- Latham writes to paper to oppose the moving of the Women’s refuge to a building which is as cramped 
as the building they need to be moved from. Appeals for women to be given facilities equal to the Men’s refuge 
in Claremont. 
 
24 May- Riley preaches to a packed Cathedral on Empire day, urging those present to look to the life of Joshua 
to learn lessons on the building of a nation, and to put to rest any unfounded doubts over the future prosperity 
and security of the Empire. 
 
10 June- Latham writes to West denying that the mentioned Archdeacon Lefroy’s name when he was quoted 
as saying money raised on Sundays by charities was unclean. Moreover he adds that he made the statement 
on the spur of the moment and would like to withdraw it, replacing it with a milder statement that moneys raised 
for charities on Sunday represent as much harm to the community as they do good. 
 
27 October- report of the opening service of the Australian Church Congress held at St. George’s. Full write up 
of the occasion and the lengths to which the Diocese and Cathedral had gone for the arrival of the delegates 
and the first service. Archbishop of Melbourne’s sermon relayed in detail. 
 - report of first meeting and Riley’s inaugural address to Congress. 
28 October- Editorial considers the Congress and its aims to consider the Church’s role in social and political 
problems. 
 
27 Dec- Report of Christmas services at which Riley preached on the importance of Christmas and its customs. 
Latham preached at an afternoon service for Children but his sermon was not reported. 
 
 
1910 
 
1 Jan- Dean preaches at Watchnight Service with Minor Canon Foster leading the litany. Sermon not reported. 
 
19 Feb- Cathedral still advertising services in West. If these are paid for it is strong continued commitment from 
Latham given the Cathedral’s financial situation. Before Latham, only the Presbyterian, Methodist, 
Congregational and Church of Christ services were advertised. At this stage, notices of Catholic services have 
not been observed. 
 
26 March- Good Friday services reported. Evidence of the growing role of Minor Canon Foster in taking 
services. Foster officiates and preaches at all the early services, and the afternoon Children’s service which 
has always been the domain of the Dean. Latham preached all other services except evensong at which the 
Bishop delivered a sermon on the effect of the crucifixion. 
29 March- No report of Easter Day Services. 
 
22 April - St. George’s Day Cathedral Parade announced. Said to be the first time St. George’s Day has been 
celebrated in Western Australia. Service will include Lady Stone laying flowers on the fallen soldiers’ memorial 
tablet. 
24 April- Dean gives address at the inaugural St. George’s Day service. Packed with dignitaries and boy scouts 
the Cathedral was draped with a banner of St. George and the Dragon. Dean refers to the good example set by 
St. George, a soldier who died a martyr although not in battle, and those whose names were inscribed on the 
Fallen Soldier’s Memorial tablet. In dying doing their duty these soldiers were examples of men who valued the 
Empire’s ideals of liberty and justice. Latham picks out another example, a young boy whose name appears on 
the memorial who went to South Africa and died there, stating to those present that no-one is ‘too young to 
suffer’ in carrying out his duty. That boy, Latham suggests should be ‘an example to all.’ At the conclusion of 



need. Riley, goes on to suggest that a Chapel, which might be called the ‘Chapel of Peace’, seating an extra 
120 people should be built, with a vestry under it. Not only would this act as a fitting and beautiful memorial 
project, it would also increase the capacity of the Cathedral for special occasions. Riley finishes by urging that if 
anything is to be done it should be done at once. No report is made of the reception of this suggestion. 
 
Sept 1- Thursday night Devotional meetings started by Dean. 
21 Sept- Synod opened with evensong sung by the full Cathedral Choir. Bishop’s charge highlights evils of our 
day- intemperance, non-observance of Sundays, gambling, and inordinate love of pleasure all of which are 
inherently wrong. 
Riley states his disappointment that Rev. Price has been lost to South Australia. 
 
22 Sept- New schoolroom added to the St. George’s School at the side of Cathedral.  
   - Dean moves in Synod that written application be made for the vacant Canonry and that an election 
take place by preferential voting. Latham puts forward a motion accepting that a memorial to Alison Pain, a 
generous donor to the Organ appeal and a member of Chapter, will be erected in the Cathedral. 
23 Sept- Synod business.  Repairs to Cathedral roof, and additions to schoolroom, funded by diocesan trustees 
[to be paid back?]. Rev. W.F. Marshall elected Canon. 
 
21 Dec- Minor Canon Foster to preach at an ordination rather than Bishop as has been customary. 
27 Dec- Write up of Christmas services, at which Riley preached, on the incarnation as being supported by 
nature. Again Foster takes the Children’s service and Latham evensong. Choir not mentioned in the report, 
only mention of music was that some carols were sung at the close of evensong. 
 
Promise of stained glass windows -for eastern light in North Transept memory of Walter Padbury. Sounding 
Board, .designed by H Parry...presented by Mrs Curtis. 
 
 
 
 
1911 
 
February 25- Small notice in personal column that Latham has accepted offer from Bishop of Suffolk to work at 
St. George’s Camberwell and be connected with the Trinity College Mission. 
 
11 March- The Padbury memorial window arrives from England and is installed in the North Transept of the 
Cathedral. 
 - Bishops of Perth and Bunbury both urge Clergy to use and preach of the beauty and purity of the King James 
Bible on 26 March to celebrate the publication of the Authorized Version three hundred years previously. 
 
15 April- Foster celebrates at Good Friday morning services and the Dean presides over three hour devotion 
and evensong. 
17- April- No mention of Easter services at the Cathedral despite enormous coverage of Catholic services and 
appointments, and Methodist, Presbyterian, and Church of Christ services. What is going on here? 
24 April- St. George’s Day celebrations at St. Mary’s West Perth this year not at Cathedral. Seems slightly odd. 
29 April- Report of Latham’s farewell. Bishop not in attendance as he was for Goldsmith’s despite being in 
Perth until the 30th when he leaves for Geraldton. Gifts included a purse of sovereigns, a cigar case from the 
Choir, and other gifts from the Girl’s Friendly Society and the Mother’s Union. Mr. Oct Burt remarked that his 
good work will be seen more clearly in the future, with his chief qualities being his ‘sympathetic nature, his 
forbearance and his consideration. Minor Canon Foster points out the major role played by Latham in setting 
up the parish of St.James. Latham’s devotion to the ‘little ones’ especially addressed. 
 
May 28- Minor Canon Foster takes over clerical duties at Cathedral with the help of other Canons until new 
Dean is appointed. 
 
23 June- Special Coronation Service held at St. George’s. Service taken by the Archdeacon, with assistance 
from Foster and Canon Marshall. The service was a choral one which featured a rendition of the National 
Anthem. 
 
13 Sept- Interview with Riley upon his return from the Coronation. Other than merely attending the coronation, 
Riley’s other consideration was to secure support for the setting up of another diocese in W.A. Apparently a 



departure. Nor, is there any evidence that Latham took any action in response to Riley’s request for a new 
Chapel /Vestry to be added to the Cathedral’s north east, leaving Riley to report to Synod that ‘not much 
building has taken place.’ 
 
7 Oct- Notice of a united children’s service at 10 am in Cathedral with the Bishop to preach. 
 
27 Dec- Riley takes morning service and preaches an unreported although apparently ‘appropriate sermon.’ 
Minor Canon Foster takes a children’s service in the afternoon, and evensong is taken by a visiting priest from 
England. 
 
1912 
 
13 Jan-  Archbishop of Melbourne to preach at Cathedral, on his visit to Perth. 
 
1 April- Cathedral Choir to sing Stainer’s ‘The Crucifixion’ at a service in the Cathedral. The solos are to be 
taken by Mssrs J. Harborne and Sydney Pick, who was, until recently, a baritone at Glasgow Cathedral. It is 
mentioned that as Hymns from the Ancient and Modern Hymn book will be sung, those who plan to attend 
should bring their books. 
2 April-  Report of Stainer’s Crucifixion. A Large congregation apparently witnessed a reverent and devotional 
interpretation of the work which ‘showed that the choristers and Mr Leckie F.R.C.O were thoroughly imbued 
with the spirit of the work.’ Mr. Stevenson played the Organ throughout and a collection was made for the 
Cathedral funds. The Bishop presided at the service. 
5 April- Bishop takes three hour devotional service on Good Friday. 
15 April- Henry Frederick Mercer, previously of St.Columb’s [Columba’s?] Hawthorn, Victoria, appointed Dean. 
Noted that his previous Parish had some 21,000 residents. Had also been offered other posts, including 
St.Paul’s  Adelaide and the Church at Camberdown in Victoria, before accepting St.George’s. In the five years 
he was at St. Columb’s after arriving from England, where he was educated at Christ’s College Cambridge, 
Mercer saw the Sunday School rise to 900 children. From Lancashire, and educated at Gilleswick school, 
Mercer’s first clerical position was to be secretary of the Church Army, during which time he spent time with 
prisoners and the unemployed. Last year Mercer published a book entitled ‘Men only’ containing a series of 
addresses to men on matters of everyday importance. Described as ‘a trifle heavy’, the Mercer also points out 
that the Church in W.A does not really provide ‘livings’ for clerics at all, but rather ‘starvings,’ and urges the 
need for more missionary work to take place. Mercer also speaks of need to make services more attractive and 
sermons more practical. 
15 April- Installation of Dean Mercer. Riley gives address pointing out the respect Mercer will be able to 
command in W.A, and then pleading with those assembled for continued lay support in order to sustain the 
ministry. 
 
23 May-Rev McClemans installed to the Canonry of St. Columba at St. George’s and thus to Chapter following 
the death of Canon Everingham. 
27 May- Full report of Dean Mercer's address for men only on ‘The call of Empire.’ Mercer emphasized that 
God wills the Empire to thrive, to be united in Christianity and continue to expand, and that God ‘intended that 
the greatest colonial Empire to be the greatest Christianizing Empire.’ Moreover, he argued, if this duty was 
neglected then the Empire will be ‘rent by internal dissension and shattered by foreign aggression.’ Another 
sermon by Mercer is reported entitled ‘Responsibilities and privileges of Empire.’ 
 
1 June- Dean continues having occasional services for Men only. 
 
10 August- Bishop to preach at Cathedral this Sunday. 
 
21 Sept- Dean preaches at three different services on one day. Advertisements for evensong now advertise the 
setting the Choir will sing- on this occasion it is Garret’s Magnificat & Nunc Dimittis in D, and the anthem is 
Stanford’s ‘For all the Saints.’ 
 
3 Oct- Dean Mercer moves important motion in Synod; ‘That this Synod, while declaring its unswerving loyalty 
to the Church of England, and its earnest desire to remain in full communion with her, believes that the time is 
opportune for affirming the principle that the Church of England in Australia should have the power to legislate 
for herself in accordance with the 34th article of religion.’ Dean’s arguments for this motion published in detail. 
Motion was carried unanimously. 
4 Oct- Editorial focuses on the Bishop’s Charge and the manner in which Riley comments on the moral welfare 



27 Dec- Reported that there was a significantly larger congregation at Christmas services this year than last. 
Riley preached at the morning communion service, Mercer at the Children’s service, and Minor Canon Foster 
at evensong (Foster always seems to get the raw deal!) 
 
Chalice of beaten silver; knob ornamented with 4 carbuncles given by Dean & Mrs Latham. Window in South 
aisle given by Mrs Lacey in memory of EG Lacey and M Lacey (Christ’s temptation) Wittenoom’s tablet moved 
from south to north transept. 
 
1913 
 
1 Jan- Rev E. Foster to be installed as Rector of Guildford. 
18 Jan- An example of the new sort of advertisement for the Sunday services. The new format is considerably 
smaller, listing service times side by side rather than taking one line per service. Takes up only about half the 
space and could very well represent a cost cutting effort. 
25 Jan- Cathedral Choir to sing old organist’s, Mr. d’Arcy Irvine, setting of the Magnificat & Nunc Dimittis. in A 
flat. 
 
1 Feb- Afternoon Children’s service and the Men’s service seem now to be an established part of the 
Cathedral’s Sunday programme under Mercer. 
 
1 March- At St. George’s Hall, Bishop to award prizes gained in the religion paper set by the Diocesan 
Education Board with a large number of Sunday School Children expected to attend. 
15 March- Dean to give a series of 1/2 hr. lunch time talks to businessmen during Holy Week. The titles of the 
various daily talks are Does a man need religion? Does it matter what a man believes? What think thee of 
Christ? (to be given by the Bishop) and Is it nothing to you? 
22 March- With the Bishop being in Tammin, Mercer takes and preaches at the 12 noon Choral Eucharist. Rev. 
Lindsey takes the Children’s service. 
 
26 April- Dean to preach at St.Alban’s as part of a series of special Sunday sermons all through the diocese on 
the ‘call of the mission Perth’ in preparation for the launch of a mission drive. 
 
24 May- Bishop to preach at 11.00am Cathedral service on Empire Day, which is to be followed by a military 
parade. Cadet service, also to be addressed by the Bishop, will be held at 4.00pm. 
26 May- Report of Empire Day service and Riley’s sermon. Cathedral decorated with banners and Standards. 
Amongst congregation were dignitaries and representatives of the Field Artillery, the Garrison Artillery, the 
Engineers, the Army Medical Corps, infantry regiments, and a ‘sprinkling’ of Crimean Veterans, and South 
African Soldiers. For this special occasion Service Sheets had been printed to enable the congregation to 
follow the service. Dean read the lessons, and the service concluded with the singing of the National Anthem. 
Detailed report of Riley’s sermon is printed. 
  -In the evening Mercer’s sermon preached on the horrors of war and the hope for world peace, whilst 
encouraging unity through the Empire, even between Blacks and Whites, as both have laid down their lives for 
the Empire in the past. This sermon is also reported in great detail. 
31 May- Reported that the foreign correspondent for the English Church Times has written in the journal : 
I have always had a fondness for St. George’s Cathedral in Perth, and its red brick walls, mellowed by 
age, seem to produce an atmosphere of reverence, lacking in many more pretentious erections, so 
many of which are hopelessly over lit, and that in a country where for six months in the 
year...[obscured]... and narrow window lights, and deep, cool, overhanging shadows within and without 
cast by buttress and pillar. The Norman architecture would probably be found more suitable to this end 
than the imitation Gothic which seems to prevail. 
 
18 August- Dean to start a series of Thursday night lectures on English Church history. 
 
12 July-Riley pulls out of preaching at the Cathedral at the last minute due to illness. Riley has been advised to 
lessen his workload to the essentials for some time. 
19 July- Mr. W.T Loton elected Synod representative for Cathedral. 
24 July- Continuing evidence that Riley now preaches more regularly on Sunday mornings in the Cathedral 
than he ever used to, with the Dean usually occupying himself with addressing the 4.15pm Men’s service and 
evensong. 
 
20 Sept- Reported that a meeting of various Clergy from different religious bodies was summoned by The 



29 Nov- Bishop to preside at a talk for Churchmen, outlining the state of the law on temperance. 
 
27 Dec- Report of Christmas services. The Bishop preached at the Midday service, the Dean at the Children’s 
service and Rev.Lindsay at evensong. 
 
Whole property sewered,.1053 pounds; roof repaired 600 pounds. 
Memorial tablet of jarrah and brass erected in memory of Diocesan clergy. 
 
 
 
 
1914 
 
1 Jan- Bishop preached at Watchnight service delivering a clear message to those assembled to be thankful for 
their pasts but to concentrate on the new challenges that the New Year presents. 
17 Jan- Choir again sang d’Arcy -Irvine’s setting of Magnificat & Nunc Dimittis in A flat. 
24 Jan- Rev. R.H. Moore continues a debate with a correspondent through the letters to the Editor on the 
independence and state of the Pre-Reformation English Church.   
 
21 Feb- Bishop to preach at Ash Wednesday service in Cathedral. 
28 Feb- Dean appointed to the Board of Missions Forrest River Subcommittee. 
 
7 March- During Lent the Dean will give a series of addresses to Men on Sunday afternoons. His first two talks 
are entitled ‘Are Christianity and Socialism antagonistic’ and ‘the social principles of Christian teaching.’ 
28 March- Archbishop of Melbourne visits and preaches at the Cathedral. 
 
4 April   - Dean to give a series of talks to business men and women during lunch time next week from 1.20-
1.50pm. 
  - Advertised that next Wednesday the Cathedral Choir will perform Stainer’s The Crucifixion. 
 11 April- Bishop preached a reportedly ‘appropriate sermon’ on Good Friday, whilst the Dean took the three 
hour service and Rev. Lindsay takes the evening service. (Ten Dollars on Lindsay having to take and preach at 
the dreaded Christmas Day Evensong this year!) 
13 April- Mercer takes and preaches at the Choral Communion this year rather than Riley who preaches at 
evensong, whilst Lindsay takes care of the Children’s service this year. 
 
24 May- Mercer preaches at Empire Day Service. In front of a large congregation with a full military 
representation Mercer entitles his sermon ‘The Call to Empire’ (Haven’t we had this one before? Perhaps on 27 
May 1912?) Mercer emphasized that for the Empire to thrive it must be united and if everyone shoulders their 
share of responsibility then the glory of the Empire can be maintained. 
 
20 June- Dean Mercer’s invitation to Men to come to a ‘Welcome Night’ at the Cathedral school apparently 
attracts a large number of men. In addressing the group, Mercer expressed his desire that the Cathedral and its 
community become the social centre of the Men’s lives and the source of much friendship. Mercer speaks of 
the loneliness of many men in Perth and hopes that the Cathedral Club can help many overcome it. A debate 
has been arranged with the YMCA for June 25 with the subject being ‘are strikes justifiable?’ Membership was 
increased on the night with many men spending the rest of the evening playing Billiards, or in games, and 
gymnastics. Refreshments were provided by the club. Was this set up by Latham? [refer to 7 Nov 1907].  
 
July- Rev. Lindsay seems to have taken over the Children’s service whilst the Dean continues his Men’s 
services. 
 
8 August- Special services to be held on Sunday with the Dean preaching on the Call of Empire, whilst Monday 
has been declared a day of intercessions as the German’s continue entering Belgium. 
10 August- Mercer preaches at a special service denouncing the German actions and the prospect of a more 
terrible war than has been seen before. Yet speaks also of the history of wars pointing out that many countries 
had thrived after them. Speaks of the overruling power of the God of Battles, and of the scorn that would have 
greeted non-action from the allied countries. Refers to quote that it is better to ride a warhorse than a racehorse 
[?] Our history, Mercer argues, is a great one and just as God has blessed us in the past so he will in the future. 
 
10 Sept- Report of reception for Riley as he becomes Archbishop. 



16 Oct- The Social Questions Committee which the Dean Chairs reports back to Synod that it has ‘not been 
idle’ but that rather the lukewarm reception many social questions receive from the Church people has made 
progress difficult [Same excuse as last year] 
17 Oct- Mercer asks for The Social Questions Committee to be enlarged. 
24 Oct- Due to Archbishop’s sickness, Dean will take preach and officiate at both services on Sunday. The 
Dean’s addresses to men will also discontinue until after the summer is over. 
 
26 Dec- Archbishop delivers sermon on Christmas Day Midday service asking all to remember those who had 
given their lives for their country and for those they left behind. Mercer preached at the afternoon Children’s 
service. After evensong there was an organ recital by Mr. Leckie followed by a concert given by the Cathedral 
Choir, who had also visited the hospitals during the day singing carols. 
 
 choir consists of 28 boys 15 men. 
 
1915 
 
1 Jan- Dean Mercer preaches at Watchnight Services as opposed to Riley as has become traditional. Mercer’s 
sermon reflected upon the brevity of life and the uncertainty which every New Year represents whilst urging the 
congregation to have faith in the Lord who has guided his people through generation after generation. 
 
27 Feb- Archbishop to preside over Chapter meeting. 
 
7 March- Prizes gained by students in the Religion exams set by the Diocesan Education Board to be 
presented in the Cathedral by the Archbishop. 
27 March- Lunchtime Lectures to businessmen scheduled again for Holy Week with the Dean taking two and 
the Archbishop two. 
 
5 April- On Good Friday Mr.Leckie gave an organ recital, the Dean was too ill 
 to attend services but the Archbishop gave an address that was not reported. 
 
24 May- Empire Day services at St. George’s taken by Mercer in the morning and Riley in the evening. The 
Choir stall where Lance Corporal Elgar Hale used to occupy when he was a member of the Choir was draped 
in black as he had been killed at Dardanelles. Archbishop Riley addressed the war and the need for the allied 
countries to continue to fight side by side for the freedom of individual nations. 
 
30 June- A Memorial service for Fallen Soldiers held at the Cathedral and addressed by the Archbishop. 
 
30 July- Western Australia Day celebrated at Riley’s request, at all Churches. In the Cathedral Riley preached 
but the sermon is not reported. 
 
18 Sept- Annual C of E Men’s Society Service held with the Dean preaching an unreported sermon and also 
the Annual Sunday School Festival Service with the Archbishop addressing the Children. 
19 Sept- Mercer preaches at St. Andrew’s, Subiaco. 
 
2 Oct- Mercer’s Men’s Services seem to have ceased. With the recruitment drive and constant war propaganda 
are there are there enough. Note that a Play, named ‘The Man who stayed at home,’ which deals with 
cowardice and German espionage is currently being run at His Majesty’s 
16 Oct- Rev. E. Foster invited to preach at the Cathedral. 
30 Oct-  Archbishop at Cathedral to preach at a service at which a memorial to Major Carter, who fell at 
Gallipoli, will be uncovered. Riley asks all Churches to hold memorial services for those who have been killed. 
 
27 Dec- Riley preaches at St. George’s on the possibilities of carrying on the tradition of peace and goodwill to 
all men at Christmas whilst at war with Germany. Argued that we are at war for the peace of Belgium, and thus 
we must do our duty to ensure peace in the future. 
 
Window in South transept from Misses Parker in memory of parents and sister (Agony in Gethsemane). Organ 
screen...Cecil Clifton.carved it in memory of grandchild. 
 
 
1916 



28 March - Mercer, with the services for Men still on hold, speaks at a one off men’s meeting on ‘The Agnostic,’ 
a talk which is reported in full. 
 
15 April- Mercer reintroduces the Men’s service. Midday addresses to business people will again be held this 
year in the week leading up to Easter with the Dean delivering two and the Archbishop two. 
22 April- Cathedral’s notice of services twice usual size with 9 services being offered on Easter Day, two of 
them Choral. 
  - Mercer takes three hour service and Leckie gives organ recital on Good Friday evening with sung excerpts 
from various passion music. 
26 April- Anzac Day Ceremony at the Cathedral. Special prayers for the King and his soldiers, for those who 
have lost their lives, and a memorial tablet unveiled to Lieutenant Alexander Turnbull, a Rhodes Scholar, who 
was killed at Gallipoli; also for Major Carter.. Riley’s address is reported in which he encouraged those 
assembled to give thanks for those who had laid down their lives for the good of the Empire. 
 
20 May- AGM reported. Dean reports Sunday School numbers are up, that 100 pounds has been raised by the 
congregation for the war effort, Dean appeals for more donations to the Cathedral and its Shilling Fund. 
Ordinary offerings down on last year by 3 pounds, but statutory offerings increased by 10 pounds. Falling off of 
rates this year leads to a debit for the year of 134 pounds. Members of Cathedral Chapter elected without 
opposition: Mr. S. Burt as Dean’s rep, Messrs Noake, Hope, Clifton, and Dr. Merryweather, Meeting closed with 
the singing of the National Anthem. 
24 May- In stark contrast to the past Empire Day services seem to have attracted little attention. 
 
25 June-Mercer preaches morning service and at Men’s service.   
 
1 July- Reported that the Dean of Perth has gone into camp at Claremont for a time. 
15 July- Archbishop preaches at both the Eucharist and evensong. 
22 July- Archbishop preaches at both the Eucharist and evensong. 
 - Whoever is selecting the music lists for the Cathedral Choir is obsessed with Stainer whose works seem to 
be sung most weeks and have been for many years. 
 
5 August- Rev. Patrick takes children’s service and now seems to be taking most of the Cathedral services. 
12 August- The Dean preaches again at the Cathedral. 
26 August- Dean preaches at Cathedral. 
 
Whatever happened to Dean Mercer could well have occurred in this week. This is the last time Mercer 
preaches at [attends?] St. George’s. Nothing is reported in the paper. (see notes on Mercer page 39 etc) 
 
2 Sept- Services taken by Rev. Patrick. Dean does not preach at any service on Sunday? Was he present? 
2 Sept- Dean not listed as participating in services. Anglican Social Questions Committee meets. Dean not 
present, the Chair is taken by Rev. Grimes. 
 -Announced that the Dean will take the memorial service at St. James’s for an old student of St. John’s 
theological College who has been killed in action. Mercer is obviously in town and still formally the Dean.  Riley 
is absent from the Diocese. 
9 Sept- Dean does not preach at any service on Sunday? Was he present? ‘Temperance Sunday’ to be held at 
the Cathedral at the request of the Archbishop. 
16 Sept- Dean not listed as participating in services. 
23 Sept- Dean not listed as participating in services. 
30 Sept- Dean not listed as participating in services. 
 
14 October- Rev. E. Foster preaches at the Cathedral again. 
 26 October- foundation stone for Burt Hall laid...memorial to Major P Black and Gunner A Benson placed in 
Cathedral. 
 
15 Nov- Synod, due to start today, adjourned until further notice. 
 
24 Dec- Choir give Carol service at Cathedral. 
25 Dec- Brief report of Cathedral services at which the Rev. W. Patrick addressed the congregation on ‘the 
meaning of Christmas.’ 
 
Boys practice Mon. and Thurs 4.45 Friday 7.30; Full Choir Friday 7.30 



 
9 April- Riley takes three hour devotional service on Good Friday. Organ recital of Passion music in the 
evening. Patrick takes Children’s service on Easter Day and the Archbishop takes the rest and preaches an 
unreported sermon. 
18 April- Archbishop’s charge at the ‘late’ Synod says nothing of the Mercer affair except noting the departure 
of ‘the late Dean, the Rev. H. F Mercer.’ Riley appeals for lay help to keep the Church going whilst the war 
continues. (it appears from other records he (Mercer) was guilty of embezzling church funds....repaid by 
businessmen) 
 
24 May- Cathedral AGM presided over by Archbishop. Reported that Sunday School attendance was up, and 
that the Mother’s Union and the Girl’s Friendly Society are doing well. The Choir under Leckie is reported to be 
doing well, whilst all the bellringers, apart from the conductor, Mr. Gardiner, are on active service. Heavy water 
and insurance bills [figures given] are blamed for the Cathedral slipping further into debt. Offertories down to 
733 pounds from 820 last year. Donations increased, stated that but for these Cathedral would be in even more 
trouble. Rev. Patrick is thanked for taking over whilst the ‘parish was shorthanded.’ Archbishop stresses need 
for more buildings to be added to the Cathedral as St. George’s Hall, having not yet been paid off, has had to 
be let out and so is not available any more for Church business. Thus events have had to take place in the 
Sunday School room. Riley appoints both the Archbishop’s representative on Chapter and the Dean’s. If he 
didn’t before, certainly Riley now calls the shots at the Cathedral and has control of Chapter 
 
28 July- Rev Patrick still taking over at Cathedral. Bishop of Kalgoorlie to preach on Sunday night. 
 
17 October- Report of Archbishop’s Charge in which he urges people at home to do everything they can to 
make sure that when the soldier’s return the Church is strong enough to satisfy the earnest faith they would 
have developed while fighting at the front. Riley supports anti-shouting legislation, and opens a fund for Church 
of England soldiers. 
18 October- Dr. Merryweather moves the reading of a bill to repeal the Cathedral Statutes and to replace them 
with ones that redefine the positions of Bishops and Dean and would resolve difficulties that had been 
encountered. Merryweather argues that the statutes were experimental and have not worked smoothly. Rev. H. 
Cooke remarks that a ‘dean’ is not necessary to the Diocese, and that there are several dioceses where the 
Bishop is his own Dean and that they are flourishing [Laughter] He points out further that a new Dean is not 
desirable for the present and argues that a rector should be appointed, thus allowing young West Australian 
clergy to be eligible for the position in a way they were not for the position of Dean. 
19 October- Cathedral Statute Amendment Bill passed by Synod which is designed to relieve the Dean of some 
of his ex-officio duties, and membership of various bodies, and to provide for a member of the Diocesan 
Council to be appointed in succession to the Dean. 
23 October- AGM of C of E’s Men society presided over by Riley. 
 
27 Dec- Riley preaches at Christmas Day Communion Service asking those present to pray for a peace that 
would benefit the Empire. 
 
Boys 28 Men 13 (on active service 2) in choir. 
Silver Paten given by Archbishop as thank offering for safe return from overseas. 
 
1918 
 
9 Feb- Rev Hegg from Guildford Grammar School to preach at Cathedral. Riley to preside over another 
Chapter meeting with no Dean. 
 
30 March- Cathedral services not advertised this week. Very unusual, the more so because it is Easter Day. 
 
1 April- No report of the Cathedral services for Easter Day. 
25 April- Rev. Patrick preaches at a special Anzac Day Service. 
 
11 May- AGM of Bible Society, of which Riley is President, reported. 
25 May- A series of lunch time Organ recitals to be held in Cathedral on Wednesdays and Fridays. 
  -Cathedral AGM held last night but not reported. 
 
4 August- Special intercessory service held at St. George’s in accordance with the King’s express wish. 
 



 
27 Dec- Archbishop preaches at main Christmas Day service asking all to thank God that we may once more 
enjoy a happy and peaceful Christmas. 
 
Leckie Resigns as organist..Christmas Camp at Applecross for choir in 1919 (Brodies Refreshment Rooms); 
but in 1927 choir goes to Rottnest (indebted to Archbishop) 
 
CONSECRATION OF NEW CATHEDRAL  - WESTERN MAIL 
The building consecrated by the Primate of Australia on Thursday week had its origin more than 11 years ago. 
Its erection was decided upon at a meeting of parishioners held on June 22 1877, but more than two years 
elapsed before the work of construction began. In October 1879, the workmen commenced operations, on 
plans furnished by Mr E Blacket, architect of Sydney. By May of the following year the foundations were 
completed and in the ensuing November, a cornerstone of sandstone was laid at the NE angle of the N 
transept. The stone bears the inscription  ‘THIS CORNER STONE OF THE CATHEDRAL CHURCH OF ST 
GEORGE WAS LAID BY HIS EXCELLENCY SIR WILLIAM C F ROBINSON KCMG THE 2ND DAY OF 
NOVEMBER 1890.   IN DEI GLORIAM.’ 
A second contract for completing the walls up to 18 feet was afterwards entered into, and after some delay this 
was completed in May 1884. By the end of 1887, the building (with the exception of the Chapter House) had 
been completed externally, and the internal fittings at present existing were in place at the opening of the 
Cathedral on August 8 of the present year. It was then stated by the Bishop that the receipts from all sources 
amounted to 12,87l.14.5d and the expenditure 17,872.10.6. 
Cruciform in design, the nave and chancel measure 158 feet from E to W and the transepts from N to S, 96 
feet, while the height from the floor of the nave to the apex of the nave-roof is 70 feet. The church has, in round 
numbers, sitting accommodation for 1000 persons. The style of architecture belongs to the first period of early 
English. The nave which is 110 feet long and 30 feet wide has a colonnade of five arches on each side, four of 
which are supported by pillars of Melbourne blue stone, moulded at the capitols and bases. Probably the most 
beautiful feature in the Cathedral is the three admirably proportioned lancet windows at the east end; these will 
be shortly filled with stained glass, the gift of His Excellency the Governor. Another window, excellent in design 
and proportion, is the rose window above the western entrance. The chancel is raised from the nave by three 
marble steps; a fourth step leads to the platform of the episcopal throne, six steps to the Presbytery and seven 
to the altar. The furniture of the chancel is of jarrah and cedar, and consists of the Episcopal throne, Choir and 
Canon stalls, Epistle and Gospel desks. Beneath the East end window the wall is covered by drapery in green, 
old gold and crimson. The pulpit, presumably a temporary structure is of jarrah, and of severely simple design. 
The brass eagle lectern, a prominent object in the old cathedral, stands forth in the new building amid more 
appropriate surroundings than in the old one. The seats for the congregations include the jarrah benches from 
the old church, the remainder being chairs, fitted with hat racks and shelves for books. 
 
The Consecration:  The solemn dedication of the Cathedral to the public worship of God took place on 
Thursday week. In connection with the consecration three services were performed, the first taking place at 
8am when the Holy Communion was administered, and special prayers suitable to the occasion were used. 
The second service took place at 11 o’clock in the morning, when the consecration ceremony was performed. 
Long before the hour, the congregation commenced to collect in the Cathedral, and by the time the second bell 
began to toll the only part of the building which was not fairly well filled was the nave. The congregation was, 
therefore, a considerable one, and included not only the members of the Anglican Communion, amongst whom 
were visitors from Fremantle and Guildford, but a large number of persons belonging to other religious 
denominations in this part of the colony. The congregation was therefore the largest that has ever taken part in  
a religious festival in this colony, and worthy of such an important event in its history as the consecration of one 
of its chief churches. As the bell ceased to toll, the Rt Rev H H Parry D D, Bishop of Perth, attended by his 
chaplain and registrar, and accompanied by the Most Revd A Barry DD Primate of Australia, and several 
members of the clergy, was received at the western entrance by the Dean and Chapter, and officers of the 
church, the choir and clergy standing in a double line along the nave. There a petition for the consecration of 
the sacred edifice, signed by Mr J W Hackett, people’s churchwarden, and Mr E Sholl, diocesan registrar, was 
delivered to Bishop Parry who received it and ordered it to be read, which was done by Mr Hackett, the 
congregation standing all the time. The petition having been read, the Bishop signified his consent to 
consecrate the church according to the prayer therein contained. In accordance with ancient practice, the 
service opened with Psalm 24 (lift up your heads, O ye gates) which was intoned in the nave of the church by 
the Primate and the choir and the clergy. At the conclusion of the Gloria Patri, a procession was formed in the 
following order; The Vestry, the choir, Rev E A Wood, curate of St George’s, Revds T Pritchard, T Kemm, C M 
Groser, E S Clairs, E Williams, T Friel, Canons Parnell, Leach, Sweeting, Watkins, The Churchwardens, the 
Dean of Perth (Very Rev F Goldsmith) The Verger, the Bishop’s Chaplain (Rev J Allen) , the Bishop of Perth, 



Bishop Parry then pronounced the following words; “I declare this Cathedral Church of St George to be now 
consecrated and set apart to God for ever, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 
Amen.” Morning Prayer was then said by the Dean, the proper Psalm appointed for the service  being Psalm 
84, and the lessons being 1 Kings 7.50 - 8.12, and Hebrews 10: 19-26, which were read by Canon Sweeting 
and Archdeacon Brown, respectively. The canticles were the Te Deum and the Benedictus and the hymns 395, 
215and 296, and during the service a prayer was said by the Bishop for the benefactors of the church. The 
sermon was preached by the Primate who took for his text Haggai 2:3,4,7,8 ‘Who is left among you that saw 
this house in her first glory? and how do ye see it now? Is it not in your eyes in comparison of it as nothing? Yet 
now be strong, O Zerubbabel, saith the Lord; and be strong, O Joshua, son of Josedech, the high priest; and 
be strong all ye people of the land, saith the Lord, and work; for I am with you, saith the Lord of hosts; and I will 
shake all nations and the desire of all nations shall come; and I will fill this house with glory, saith the Lord of 
hosts. The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the Lord of hosts.” 
The address based on these verses was a most impressive one, and was listened to with much attention, but 
owing to some deficiency in the acoustic properties of the building, some portions of the sermon were not 
audible in all parts of the church. After the conclusion of the service, and the congregation had dispersed, the 
Primate, Bishop Parry, the clergy and the vestry were photographed at the north western door of the Church by 
Mr J Manning, photographer.  
In the evening there was another crowded congregation, and the service, which was full choral, was admirably 
performed, the same stringed and other instruments assisting as in the morning. The Primate again preached. 
One of Bishop Hale’s first actions was to appoint St George’s Church his Cathedral and Pownall, then only 35, 
as Dean. Even before he had gone to England Hale had agitated for the erection of a Parsonage for the 
clergyman of St George’s who until that time had been renting a house. Four years later, in 1861, he noted 
when he was preaching that the collection of that day was for ‘the remaining debt on the Parsonage’, so that it 
seems probable that Pownall went into the newly built ‘Deanery’ in the course of 1860. He was a member of 
the Cambridge Camden Society which actively promoted Gothic architecture as the ecclesiastical architecture 
‘par excellence.’ The style of the Deanery seems to owe something to this fact. All the wood was hand sawn 
and all the bricks hand-made for the Deanery.  Pownall left in January 1863 
 
 
 
 
Deanery Dwellers! 
 
In 1858 (B1) the Governor Arthur Edward Kennedy drew up another document transferring the Glebe land to the Lord 
Bishop of Perth as sole Trustee of the Church of England property. This was for the purpose of a Parsonage House in 
connection with the Church of England. 
 
 
DEANS:  who lived in Deanery1858 - 1864 The first Dean, George P Pownall; 1864-1873 Joseph Gegg; 1875 - 
1887 Frederick Goldsmith;1888-1904 The Bishop 1904-1906 Guy Latham; 1906 – 1911The Bishop 1911-1912; 
H F Mercer; 1912- 1929 Ernest Foster; 1929 - 1946 Robert Moore; 1947 - 1953 Geoffrey Berwick  
 
DEANS:  1858 - 1875 The first Dean, George P Pownall; 1875-1887 Joseph Gegg; 1888 - 1904 Frederick 
Goldsmith;1906 -1911 Guy Latham; 1912 - 1916; (1916 - 1918 no dean appointed) H F Mercer; 1918 - 1929 
Ernest Foster; 1929 - 1946 Robert Moore; 1947 - 1953 Geoffrey Berwick; 1953 - 1958 John Bell; 1959 - 1961 
Brian Macdonald; 1962 - 1968 James Payne; 1968 -1975 John Hazlewood; 1976 - 1979 Vernon Cornish; 1979 
- 1989 David Robarts: 1990 -     John Shepherd 
 
DEANS OF PERTH 
 
H F MERCER was born at Barrow-in-Furness, Lancashire, in 1872. The name of Mercer is a very ancient one 
in both Scotland and England, his ancestors being the founders of the City of Perth in Scotland. The family has 
always been closely associated with this city, and an inscription in the family vault in the Church of St John, 
Perth, records that one of them, John Mercer, died in 1280. According to local and family traditions this vault 
was a royal grant to the family in consideration of their having given to one of the Scottish kings the mills of 
Perth, which were in their possession.  
His father was the late Mr Thomas Atherton Mercer, well known in municipal and business circles in the North 
of England. Educated at Giggleswick School in Yorkshire, one of Edward VI’s grammar schools, Dean Mercer 
became a student in Christ’s College, Cambridge, and at a later date graduated at the Western University, 
London, Ontario. In 1895 he was ordained by the Bishop of London, and after several years of work in London, 



failing to pay a hotel bill. Although Mercer denied it, the police asserted that ‘his position was largely due to the 
intemperate habits of the woman he calls his wife.’ Mercer’s first English conviction and imprisonment came in 
1930. He was given 6 months’ hard labor for fraud, but admitted other cases. Police also charged the woman 
who was 20 years Mercer’s junior and with whom Mercer had been living at hotels, but the case against her 
was dismissed. Mercer’s next sentence was for 18 months imprisonment for frauds on hotelkeepers. That was 
in 1933. He was charged with 13 such frauds, shook the judge by admitting to 195 others. He admitted 5 others 
in 1939 when he went to prison for six months.  The fraud for which Mercer again went to prison this week was 
like the others - involving a comparatively small sum obtained by a worthless cheque from a Sussex licensee.  
One of his many learned works due to be published would be used to repay his latest victim. (Facts London 
News Bureau) The West Australian has no reference to him after 1916....yet surely they knew he was going 
away as Chaplain? did his embezzlement  (pge 33  ) hasten his going! 
 
GEOFFREY THOMAS BERWICK, son of F H Berwick, was born on 16 October 1908. He left Glendale County 
School at the age of 16 and began by working for 2 years in England and 2 in Cape Town. But he had set his 
heart on ordination, and having a good alto voice decided at the age of 20 to try for a Choral Scholarship at 
King’s 
His liner was held up by fog off Southampton, but the trial was postponed for him and he was successful, 
becoming one of Dr Mann’s last batch of Choral Scholars. Though not a ‘natural’ in this capacity, he was 
conscientious and earned his place; and he was a much liked member of the College, besides getting a 
Second in  Part 1 of the Historical and in Part 2 of the Theological Tripos. After training at Cuddeston and 
ordination he held curacies in London, and at Chipping Campden and Cheltenham. For the first 3 years of the 
War he was Rector of the College living at Milton, near Cambridge, then Vicar of Crosby Ravensworth in 
Westmorland. During the war, no doubt as a result of his experience in South Africa, he developed a particular 
interest in the early history of the Church of England in the Dominions, and had a number of articles on this 
subject published in Theology. These led to his establishing contacts with the Church overseas, and in 1947 to 
his appointment as Dean of St George’s Cathedral. For 6 years Geoffrey ran the Cathedral with only one 
assistant. Then he returned, for reasons of health, much aged and sadly drained of his former vitality, to hold a 
succession of incumbencies - at St Bees, Carlisle, Blockley, Castle Douglas, Balerno and Innerleithen. A 
parish-exchange with Barberton in Eastern Trans-vaal in 1965 provided a refreshing opportunity of revisiting 
South Africa for 8 months. After a final year in the Isle of Man as Chaplain to the Bishop, he retired in 1974, 
drawn as ever to the North, to Peebles, where he died on 30 May 1975. 
He married, in 1935 Agnes Allibone, by whom he had 2 sons and a daughter. Her death in 1966 was a 
grievous blow; but 2 years later he was remarried to Helen Rangecroft, who brought him 7 more years of 
happiness, and who survived him. His contemporary in the King’s Choir, Noel Kemp-Welch, doing duty for him 
at Castle Douglas amid the lovely Kirkudbrightshire hills during his honeymoon, found that he had a devoted, if 
naturally small, congregation and that his relations with the Presbyterian minister and Roman Catholic priest 
were equally warm. It was what one would expect of him. 
 
 JOHN VERNON KESTELL CORNISH  
Ordained in 1957, served in the Diocese of Brisbane as Youth Chaplain, then as School Chaplain at Southport 
School before moving to a number of parishes. As Rector of Toowoomba he enjoyed a most successful and 
distinguished ministry. Whilst there he became Archdeacon of the Downs.  Dean from 1976-1979. Then 
consecrated as Assistant Bishop of Perth in May 1979; elected Bishop of Tasmania….died January1982 
 
JOHN SHEPHERD   1990 - 
 Former chaplain at Oxford’s Christ Church College, then Anglican Chaplain at the University of WA, born in 
Adelaide, Dr Shepherd is a liturgical expert specialising in sacred music and holds a master’s degree in this 
area from New York’s Union Theological Seminary. He worked in the diocese of Long Island for several years 
and was a chaplain at New York’s innovative cathedral of St John the Divine from 1971-1972. He was ordained 
a priest in 1967 and worked in the Melbourne parishes of Footscray and Brunswick until 1970 when he moved 
to Britain before his stint in the United States. He returned to England in 1977 to complete a Ph.D at Cambridge 
before being appointed as chaplain at Christ Church College from 1980 to 1988 when he took up the UWA 
chaplaincy. 
 
 
PRECENTORS:   1954 Russel Earls Davis Minor Canon and Vicar; Arthur Grimshaw arrived September 1964; 
Peter Mold 1968 -1979 (Feb);.David  Thornton-Wakeford Sept 1979 - 1985; Tony Bolt 1986 - l992; Stephen 
Gibbs 1992-1993; Peter Kurti 1994-1997; Nigel Mitchell 1998-2001; Douglas Brown 2002-2003;Tony Murray-
Feist 2004 
 



St Augustine   1949 M Jones 1950  -  1967  C A Walsh;   1968 - 1977 W Painter;    1978 – 1979  D Robarts;      
1980 -1988          R Edwards;   1989 -  T Curtis  
St Theodore 1949  McConochie 1951 W E Henn  1957 - 1968 W B Kirby;      1968 - 1977 E  Gundry;  

1979 -   1980       E Doncaster ;       1981 –  1983 A Dutton;    1984 – 1994 R Burn ; 1994 – 
1999 K Goldsworthy; 1999  T Harvey  

 
In 1916 The canons were Ven C Hudleston, (1904) Rev CE Groser (1899) Rev WFMarshall;;( 1910) Rev R H 
Moore  (1910) Rev W J McClemans (1912)   
 
CHURCH SERVICES IN 1916 –Sunday HC 8 & 12; Matins 11 Evensong 7.30 
                                                      Monday /Tuesday Matins 9, Evensong 5.30  
          Wednesday HC 7.30, Matins 11, Evensong 5.30 
                                                       Thursday 9 Matins,5.30Evensong Friday 11 Matins 5.30 Evensong 
               Saturday 9 Matins 5.30 Evensong 

                     Holy Days  7.30 HC 9.15 Matins   5.30 Evensong             
 
Holy Baptism Sundays 4.15 Children’s Service 1st Sunday in month 3pm  
 
Sermons preached at Matins & Evensongs Sundays and at Evensong Saints days 
 
The Tower and Bells.  
 
These are a memorial to Queen Victoria, who died on January 22nd 1901. The eight original bells arrived in 
Fremantle in 1903. The cost of the project was estimated at 750 pounds for the bells and 800 pounds for the 
Tower extension.  By June 681 pounds had been raised and a tender from John Warner of London was 
accepted for 700 pounds for a peal of 8 bells. Tenders for the building of the Tower were considered and Mr 
Goss’ price of 1,164 pounds was accepted (being the lowest by 26 pounds). The dedication took place on 22 
January 1903. The bells were made and hung in the traditional English way for change ringing, which involves 
each bell travelling through a complete circle. For some years the bells were only chimed as there were no 
competent ringers available. A band of bellringers met regularly except for periods during the 1914/1918 War 
when some bellringers were on active service. A memorial tablet in the ringing chamber testifies to this. In 1926 
muffled peals of six bells were rung for Queen Alexandra, the Dean of Perth and Dr Merryweather. Change 
ringing recommenced in 1961 when enthusiastic Cathedral Youth Group members discovered the art during 
visits to other capital cities. St George’s became a member of Tower of ANZAB (Aust & NZ Assoc.of 
Bellringers) when it was formed in 1962. 
From old Cathedral reports and Magazines it would seem there were never enough ringers for the Bells. 1904 
to 1906 Chapter minutes all mention problems with the Bells and that they were only rung for Services. 
There also seems to have been some doubt as to the safety of the Tower, even in those early days. (I’m sure 
our present bell- ringers are not surprised!) 
 
In 1907 a Mr Barrs became the Instructor and he organised the ringing for the next five years with good results. 
It is recorded that the Bells were rung half-muffled on the occasion of the death of King Edward V11. Most of 
the ringers who had learnt from Mr Barrs stayed until the World War. 
Mr Townsend and Mr Joyce became the mainstays of the ringers in the twenties. It was always a struggle to 
maintain a team, with appeals for learners and experienced ringers appearing constantly in the Cathedral 
Newsletters. In 1932 the Cathedral Rover Crew took over the ringing of the Bells and continued until the 
Second World War. 
In the 50’s the Bells were clocked by means of ropes tied around the clapper and by pulling them against the 
side of the Bell, a most unsatisfactory method. In the early ‘60’s a young group of the Cathedral congregation 
(under the leadership of Laith Reynolds) decided to get the Bells swinging again. In 1968 an earthquake 
damaged the tower and bells and ringing was restricted and stopped altogether in 1973 when falling masonry 
made it clear that restoration was needed. In 1974 the bells were recast with the heaviest tenor bell weighing 
11 cwt.  The former tenor bell dedicated to Queen Victoria is now rung as a day bell. The tower was 
strengthened and the new bells dedicated by Archbishop Sambell and rung for the first time on February 4th 
1976 to welcome the new Dean, The Very Rev’d Vernon Cornish. 
By using much lighter bells, and placing them lower in the tower, the problems of movement in the tower has 
been largely overcome and the bells are rung regularly for Sunday Services, weddings and civic occasions. 
The Bellringers’ Association celebrated their 95th anniversary in 1997.The number of bellringers totals about 
30, and includes three of those who reformed in 1961. About 15 members ring the bells on a regular basis.  
Quarter peals, taking about 50 minutes, are attempted nearly every week before Evensong on Sundays, but full 



1934 Bells rung by “Great Adventure’ team of English tourists 
1950’s Bells clocked by ropes wound round the clappers 
1961 Cathedral Youth Fellowship cleaned and repaired the bells then began receiving tuition from recently 
arrived English migrants 
1962 First quarter peal rung 
1963 Only peal rung - for Queen’s visit 
1968 Meckering earthquake caused tower movement to increase by 80% 
1973 The bells rang in ‘1812 Overture’ performed in Supreme Court Gardens 
50th quarter peal rung. Bells silenced after brick became dislodged 
Handbells used for service ringing 
1974 Bells removed from the tower and sent to England for recasting 
1975 New bells blessed by Archbishop Sambell 
1976 First quarter peal rung on new bells 
1977 Ringing Festival held in Perth for the first time wih ringers from all states 
1979 First peal rung on the new bells 
1983 100th quarter peal rung on new bells 
1988 Large parties of English ringers rang here to celebrate the bicentenary 
1990 200th quarter peal rung 
1992 23rd peal rung on the new bells 
1993 300th quarter peal rung 
THE BELLS AND THEIR WEIGHTS 
Seven of the original eight bells cast in 1901 by John Warner & Sons, London were melted down in 1975. Only 
the old 18cwt tenor escaped recasting and now hangs in the corner of the belfry used as a service bell. The 
present bells were cast in 1975 by John Taylor & Co, Loughborough but are not easy to ring because the 
tower’s foundations are not stable. 
Treble  2cwt 3qrs 13lbs = 146kg 
2 3       0      23       163 
3 3       1      20       174 
4 4       0      20       212 
5 0       0      11       259 
6 5       2      25       291 
7 7       1        1       368 
8 11     0      18       567 
 
TOWER CAPTAINS 
1907 -12 J Barrs   1912 -21  J Gardiner 1921 - 32 W Townsend 
1932 - 60  ?    1962 -69   Laith Reynolds 1969   Tony Mann 
1970 - 71 Basil Potts   1972  Chris Carter             1973 - 75 Tim Gregory 
1976 - 77 Laura Ivey     1978 - 79 David Knewstub   1980 - 84 Ian McLeod 
1985 - 86 J Skinner    1987 Herbert Woolven 1988 - 90 Eric White 
1991 - 2001 David Knewstub  2001 – Jocelyn Sloan & Laura Davies 
 
On the Bells are the following inscriptions: 
1. The Children’s Memorial to the Good Queen;  
May children of her children say She wrought her people lasting good. 
2. W T Loton, Treasurer Memorial Committee: 
While thus we join in cheerful sound; may love and loyalty abound. 
3. J T Hobbs & J J Harwood, Wardens 1901: 
Ye people all that hear me ring, be faithful to your God and King. 
4. F Goldsmith, MA, Dean: 
Rejoice with them that do rejoice; and weep with them that weep. 
5. C O L Riley DD 3rd Bishop: 
Ring out the false, ring in the true. 
6. H H Parry DD 2nd Bishop: 
Ring in the valiant man and free, the larger heart, the kindlier hand.  
7. M B Hale DD  lst Bishop: 
Ring out the darkness of the land, ring in the Christ that is to be. 
8. G Sambell, Archbishop; T Gregory, Captain: J Hazlewood, Dean: 
We praise thee, O God; we acknowledge thee to be the Lord. All the earth doth worship thee. 
The original tenor bell (now used as the day bell): In memory of Victoria, Queen from 1837 to 1901: 



1980 
Ames, B & R; C arter, C & C, & Robyn; Cornish, J; Feist, Tony; Greenhalgh, R & Caroline; Gregory, T & J; 
Harford, M; Ivey, L; Knewstub, D; Lander, W; Lawes, B; Lester, J; Lewin, M; Lygne, J; MacLeod, I; Nankivell, 
Hugh; Nurse, B & B; Reynolds, L & L; Skinner, J & R; Towers, C;  
1983 
As for 1980 plus 
Chapman, Ron; Good, Joyce, Keith & Simon; Knewstub, Helen;  Pickup, Harvey; Reynolds, Andrew, Cameron;  
(but no J Lygne) 
 
 
THE ORGANS OF ST GEORGE’S CATHEDRAL – from writings of Vaughan Selby-Jones 
 
Original organ believed to have previously been in a private residence in England; originally by Messrs William 
Hill and Son of London, was installed in the old Cathedral in 1875. After the work by Fincham of Melbourne had 
been completed, the following specification was published in the West Australian 16 August 1899. 
Manual Compass 56 notes   Pedal Compass 29 notes 
Pedal Organ: Open Diapason  16 ft    Bourdon  16 ft 
Great Organ: Open Diapason 8ft; stopped diapason 8ft; Dulciana (To Tenor C) 8ft; Principal ft; Wald Flute (to 
tenor C) 4ft; Twelfth 2 2/3ft; Fifteenth 2ft; Mixture 11 ranks 
Swell Organ: Lieblich Bourdon 16ft (added by Fincham); Open Diapason (To Tenor C) 8ft; Hohl Flute 8ft; 
Principal 4ft; Fifteenth 2ft: Horn (To Tenor C) 8ft (added by Fincham); Oboe 8ft; three couplers 
 
Organ 2; after the work by J E Dodd of Adelaide had been completed the following specification was published 
in the West Australian of 17April 1903. 
Pedal Organ: Open Diapason 16ft; Bourdon 16ft; Violoncello 8ft 
Great Organ: OpenDiapason 8ft; Claribel 8ft: viola 8ft: Principal 4ft; Wald Flute 4ft; Twelfth 2 2/3 ft; Fifteenth 2ft; 
Trumpet 8ft. 
Swell Organ: Lieblich Bourdon 16ft; Open Diapason 8ft; Hohl Flute 8ft; Principal 4ft; Flaute Traverso 4ft; 
Mixture 111 ranks; Horn 8ft; Oboe 8ft; Clarion 4ft 
Choir Organ: (enclosed) Stopped Diapason 8ft; Dulciana 8ft; Vox Angelica (to Tenor C) 8ft; Harmonic Flute 4ft; 
Clarinet 8ft; five courses 
 
Organ 3; the following stops were on speech immediately prior to the rebuild and enlargement by J W Walker 
and Sons Ltd in1958/9. Stops ‘prepared for’ are not included in the list below. 
Pedal Organ: Open Diapason 16ft; Bourdon 16ft; Bass Flute 8ft (extension of Bourdon); Violoncello 8ft 
Great Organ: Diapason Phonon 8ft; Open Diapason 8ft; Claribel 8ft: Lieblich Gedackt 8ft; Prinipal 4ft; Wald 
Flute 4ft; Twelfth 2 2/3ft; Fifteenth 2ft; Trumpet 8ft 
Swell organ: As in the 1903 Specification 
Choir Organ (enclosed) Viola 8ft; Dolcissimo 8ft; Rohr Flute 8ft; Unda Maris (to Tenor C)_ 8ft; Harmonic Flute 
4ft; Clarinet 8ft; 11 couplers and numerous accessories 
 
Organ 4: The organ contains pipe work by five organ builders and contains much borrowing and extension. The 
specification is Manual compass 61 notes; Pedal compass 32 notes (electro Pneumatic action) 
Pedal Organ: Sub Bass 32ft 68 pipes; Open Wood 16ft 44 pipes; Open Diapason 16ft 56 pipes; Bourdon 16ft 
(extension of Sub Bass); Violone 16ft (from Gt Organ no.1); Dulciana 16ft (from Choir Organ no. 1); Lieblich 
Bourdon 16ft (from Swell Organ no. 1) ; Octave 8ft (extension of Open Wood); Principal 8ft (extension of Open 
Diapason); Bass Flute 8ft (extension of Bourdon); Fifteenth 4ft (extension of Principal); Octave Flute 4ft 
(extension of Bass Flute); Ophicleide 16ft 12 pipes (extension of choir organ no 15); Oboe 16ft (from Swell 
organ); Tuba 8ft (from choir organ) Tromba 8ft(from Choir Organ); Octave Troma 4ft (from Choir Organ) Total 
number of pipes 180.  
 
Organ 5: Great Organ: Violone 16ft 85 pipes; Open Diapason No 1 8ft 61 pipes; Open Diapason No 2 8ft 61 
pipes; Violin Diapason 8ft (extionsion of Violone); Claribel 8ft 61 pipes; P:rincipal No 1 4ft 61 pipes; Principal no 
2 4ft (extionsion of Violin Diapason); Flute 4ft 61 pipes; Twelfth 2 2/3 ft 61 pipes; Fiofteenth 2ft 61 pipes; 
Mixture 3 Ranks 183 pipes; Tromba 8ft (from choir organ); total number of pipes 695 
Swell Organ: Lieblich Bourdon 16ft 61 pipes; OpenDiapason 8ft 61 pipes; Rohr Flute 8ft 61 pipes; Viola da 
Ramba 8ft 61 pipes; Voix Celeste (to Tenor C) 8ft 49 pipes; Principal 4ft 61 pipes; Flauto Traverso 4ft 61 pipes; 
Fifteenth 2ft 61 pipes; Mixture 3 Ranks 183 pipes; Contra Oboe 16ft 73 pipes; Trumpet 8ft 61 pipes; oboe 8ft 
(extension of Contra Oboe); Clarion 4ft 61 pipes; total number of pipes 854. 
 



rebuild the pipes were melted down and re-cast, after which they were returned to the Swell. The Walker firm 
also added a new three rank mixture (183 pipes) to the Great. Under the instructions of the late Father 
Wentzel, the Great mixture was removed from the organ, the Swell mixture was transferred to the Great and a 
new three rank mixture (183) pipes was added to the Swell by the Perth organ builder, John Larner. 
 
THE WEST ORGAN 
The West Organ was installed in 1993, and dedicated on Advent Sunday. It is placed on a specially 
constructed gallery at the West End of the Cathedral. Organ and Gallery together form a striking feature 
complimenting the graceful architecture of the Nave and Chancel. The Organ is the largest mechanical-action 
instrument to be installed in Western Australia since the similarly sized Ronald Sharp Concert Hall Organ of 
1974. The casework is made of Tasmanian Oak, and the front pipes are of burnished tin. The organ has 4 
divisions, 46 speaking stops and 3446 pipes. 
 Specification 
Pedal 
Unterzatz 32' - f' Wood 
Subbass 16' C - f' Wood 
Gedackt 8' C - F Copper F# -f' 35% tin 
Principal 16' C - H 75% tin (Facade) C'- f' from Octave 8' Octave 8' C - f' 75% tin Choralbass 4' C - f' 60% tin 
Rauschquint V 2 2/3' C - f' 60% tin Bombarde 16' C - f' 60% tin Trompet 8' C - f' 60% tin Zinka 4' C - f' 60% tin 
Great Pommer 16' C - f Copper f#- a''' 35% tin Rohrflute 8' C - F Copper F# - a''' 35% tin Principal 8' C - a''' 75% 
tin (Facade) Octave 4' C - a''' 60% tin Flute Harm. 4' C - a''' 60% tin Cornett 111 C'- a''' 60% tin Octave 2' C - a''' 
60% Mixture V1-V111 2' C - a''' 60% tin Cymbel 11 1' C - a''' 60% tin Trompet 8' C - a''' 60% tin Clarion 4' C - a''' 
60% tin 
 
Positive 
Gedackt 8' C - a''' Wood       
Scharf 1V 1' C - a''' 60% tin 
Vox Humana 8' C - a''' 60% tin 
Krumhorn 8' C - a''' 60% tin 
 Nasat 1 -1/3’ – a 60% tin 
Spitzgamba 8' A - a''' 60% tin C - G from Gedackt 
Principal 4' C - a''' 60% tin 
Kobbelflute 4' C - a''' 35% tin 
Sesquialtera l l 2 2/3' C - a''' 60% tin 
Octave 2' C - a''' 60% tin 
Gemshorn 2' C - a''' 60% tin 
Nasat 1- 1/3' C - a''' 60% tin 
Scharf 1V 1' C - a''' 60% tin 
Vox Humana 8' C - a''' 60% tin 
Krumhorn 8' C - a''' 60% tin 
  
Swell 
Bordun 16' C - h Wood c' - a''' 35% tin 
Gedackt 8' C - F Copper F# - a''' 35% tin 
Salicional 8' C - H Copper C'- a''' 60% tin 
Voix Celeste 8' C'- a''' 60% tin 
Principal 4' C - a''' 60% tin 
Spitzflute 4' C - a''' 60% tin 
Nasard 2 2/3 C - a''' 60% tin 
Waldflute 2' C - a''' 35% tin 
Terz 1 3/5 C - a''' 60% tin 
Mixture V1 1 1/3 C - a''' 60% tin 
Trompet 16' C - a''' 60% tin 
Trompet Harm. 8' C - a''' 60% tin 
Oboe 8' C - a''' 60% tin 
Clarion 4' C - a''' 60% tin 
  
(a) Couplers Positive-Great; Swell-Great; Swell-Positive; Positive-Pedal; Swell-Pedal; Great-Pedal Optional 
electric coupling action for Swell-Great 
(b) Tremulants Great, Swell and Positive 



Positive 58ml 
Pedal 65/70ml 
  
THE CHANCEL ORGAN 
In 1994 a new Chancel Organ was installed in the chamber under the Bell Tower. Consisting of 17 stops in 3 
divisions, with mechanical key and electric stop action, this small organ is designed to accompany choirs 
singing in the Chancel. Electric over-ride enables both the Chancel and the West Organs to be played 
simultaneously from a third, free-standing console. 
 Specification 
Great 
Principal 8' C - a''' 75% tin (Facade) 
Rohrflute 8' C - F zinc F# - a''' 35% tin 
Salicional 8' C - H zinc C - a''' 60% tin  
Octave 4' C - a''' 60% tin 
Flute Harmonique 4' C - a''' 60% tin 
Waldflute 2' C - a''' 35% tin 
Mixture V 2' C - a''' 60% tin 
Trompet 8' C - a''' 60% tin 
 
Swell (enclosed) 
Gedackt 8' C - a''' Wood 
Koppelflute 4' C - a''' 35% tin 
Principal 2' C - a''' 60% tin 
Nasat 1-1 /3' C - a''' 60% tin 
Schalmay 8' C - a''' 60% tin 
Pedal 
Subbas 16' C - H Wood 
Gedackt 8' C - F Zinc F# - f' 35% tin 
Koralbas 4' C - f' 60% tin 
Fagot 16' C - f' 50% tin 
  
(a) Couplers Swell-Great; Swell-Pedal; Swell 4' - Ped; Great-Ped; 
(b) Tremulants Great and Swell 
(c) Action Pure mechanical key and electric stop action. 
 
(d) Combinations Solid State of English manufacture giving 5 pistons and cancel on each manual and pedal: 
also provides 5 general pistons on each of 40 memory levels. 
(e) No. of Stops 17 in three divisions 
Great 8 stops 
Swell 5 stops  
Pedal 4 stops 
  
(f) Compass C - a''' manuals; 58 notes C - f' pedals; 50 notes Pipes 1,086 
  
THE CHAMBER ORGAN 
 This instrument was built in 1987, and can be placed anywhere in the Cathedral to serve as a continuo 
instrument. Its five ranks of pipes are enclosed in a swell box and played from a single manual. By shifting the 
keyboard, the pitch van be raised or lowered a semi-tone. Specification Gedackt 8' Rohrflute 4' Principal 2' 
Mixture II 1' Compass C - f'' 
 
All three organs are by the Australian firm, Knud Smenge Pty, Ltd.  
 
Monies for organ from Estate of Mrs W M Le Fanu (widow of former Archbishop of Perth) and from the Heron 
Estate 
 

 
 
 
ORGANISTS 

 

ASSISTANT ORGANISTS 



1878 -1879
???? -1879
???? -1898
1898-1908 
 
1908-1917 
1918-1931  
1931-1961 
1961-1967  
1968-1970 
1970-1973 
1973-1975  
1976-1977 
1977-1983 
1983-1985 
1986-1993 
1994- 

C Trotter
Chas H Compton
Bode 
Edward A Letch
Reginald D'Arcy-
Irvine 
Alexander Leckie
Haydn Hardwick
Leslie Kirke
Bruce Naylor
James Briton
Rev'd Michael 
Wentzell 
Michael Dudman
Dudley Bastian
David O'Neill
Lindsay Hutchinson
Gordon Appleton
Simon Lawford 

1977-1983 
1981-1983 
1984-1986  
1986 
1986-1987  
 
1991 
1991-1992 
1992-1994 
1994-1997 
1997-1998 
1998-1999 
1999-2000 
2001-2002 

Lewis Rosenberg
Stephen Farmer
John Bates
Ian Hardy and Trevor Rodd
Kathleen Wood
 
David Goode
Michael Capon
Andrew Kirk
Stewart Smith
Anthony Gowing
Daniel Hyde
Christian Wilson 
Max Pappenheim 

1950 and 1955 John  Shute ass. Organist 

 This account of the history of the musical life of St George's Church and Cathedral is by  
Vaughan Selby-Jones, formerly a Lay Clerk of the Cathedral choir.  

 A pipe organ by William Hill of London was dedicated in St George's Cathedral Perth on Advent Sunday 1875 
and was used for the first time by the organist Mr C Trotter on that day.  

The West Australian Times of Friday 11 January 1878 reported as follows: "The congregation of St George's 
Cathedral have during the last few Sundays been enjoying a treat in consequence of Mr Compton kindly 
consenting to preside at the organ and conduct the musical portion of the service during the absence of the 
organist Mr Trotter. The anthem last Sunday evening In Jewry is God known was very creditably rendered, 
indeed the choir has much improved of late and has more volume of sound."  

At the annual meeting of parishioners of the Cathedral on Friday 26 April 1878 the then Bishop of Perth (The 
Right Rev. Henry Hutton Parry) who chaired the meeting said: "The parishioners are probably aware that the 
present arrangement with regard to the organist is merely of a temporary character, as Mr Compton, whose 
services are, I am sure, duly appreciated by the congregation, does not expect to remain in the colony. I know 
a person in England who, if the salary were somewhat augmented, would no doubt come out here as organist. 
He now holds that position in a church near Windsor, and has studied under Sir George Smart and under 
Professor MacFarlane at Cambridge, of which University he is a Bachelor of Music. He is anxious to come out 
to a warm climate, and I have no doubt we could secure his services, if the Vestry saw their way clear to 
increase the salary attached to the office of organist in our Cathedral Church."  

At the meeting of the newly elected Vestry of St George's Cathedral held on 29 April 1878 the Bishop referred 
to the desirability of securing the services of a really efficient organist, as Mr Compton's services would not be 
available after October or November. As he had already stated at the Easter meeting, he knew of a thoroughly 
competent musician at home who, on account of his health, was anxious to come out to a warm climate. He 
was now organist of a church near Windsor, and, in addition to being an excellent performer on the organ, was 
also a helpful violinist, and had been giving lessons in that capacity to the members of the Royal family. 

When Mr Bowra asked what salary he would expect if he came to Perth, the Bishop replied that he thought that 
they could not offer him less than one hundred pounds a year, which, of course would be considerably 
supplemented by what he would receive by giving music lessons, and from other sources. Mr Stone then 
proposed that a sum of one hundred pounds be voted to the salary of a professional organist for the Cathedral 
"the vote to take effect from the present date, so that Mr Compton, who is now discharging the duties of 
organist, should participate in the increase so long as his services were available." The motion was agreed to.  

Mr Compton did not leave at the time indicated above, but gave his farewell organ recital at the Cathedral on 
13 November 1879.  

The West Australian of 7 January 1881 reported the following: Mr Chas H Compton, erstwhile organist of St 



perhaps unnecessary to say that in a few years, carrying out these ventures I made a fortune; but the cotton 
and jute manufacturers were just at this time reviving and I invested and speculated largely and with ill-
success. I also went in for tea planting in Assam, and lost my money in that, as well as coffee planting in the 
Nelgherie Hills. I was unfortunate in many speculations but still that has nothing to do with the question of there 
still being a vast field for enterprise for commercial intercourse between South Australia and India; and I would 
moreover add, from her geographical position and the energy and high social position of the leading men, 
South Australia should eventually command the whole trade. During my visit to Western Australia I urged these 
questions to the utmost, but I regret to say that the colonists there are sadly behind the age, and I cannot say 
that I met with one man who had even the curiosity to enter upon the question thoroughly with me. Their 
geographical position is even better than that of this Colony (SA) and they could send live stock from their 
northern ports with a much better chance of being landed alive than the Australian colonies east of Cape 
Leeuwin could." Dean Gegg eventually procured the services of an organist by the name of Bode and at a 
vestry meeting held on 21 April 1885 it was decided to increase his salary to one hundred and twenty pounds a 
year. However, Bode resigned to take up the position of organist at St Andrew's Church, Brighton, Vic. and left 
Perth at the end of 1885.  

At a vestry meeting held on 27 November 1885 it was recorded that, in the opinion of the vestry, the Dean 
should offer the post of organist to Mr Edward Letch, then organist of St John's Church Fremantle. Mr F Law 
should be requested to undertake the direction and training of the choir.  

Edward Letch, who had at one time been assistant organist at the Cathedral, remained in the post of Cathedral 
organist until 1898 when he retired.(The West Australian Times 3/12/75, 11/1/78, 30/4/78, 3/5/78,11/11/79 
The West Australian 7/1/81, 31/8/83, 23/4/485, 6/11/85, 30/11/85)  

II. REGINALD D'ARCY IRVINE 

An advertisement in The West Australian, of 15 January 1898 showed the name of Reginald D'Arcy-Irvine (solo 
pianist and organist from Melbourne) as a member of the staff of Professor Francik's Conservatorium of Music, 
YMCA Buildings, Hay Street. This Conservatorium, which was established in 1894, was under the patronage of 
His Excellency the Governor, Colonel Sir Gerard Smith and Lady Smith, His Honour the Chief Justice, Sir 
Alexander Onslow and Lady Onslow and His Honour Mr Justice Hensman and Mrs Hensman.  

The West Australian of 17 January 1898 reported as follows: "Professor Francik and Mr D'Arcy-Irvine are 
arranging to hold a series of chamber concerts, the first of which is now in active rehearsal. Professor Francik's 
abilities are already well known to Perth audiences, while Mr D'Arcy-Irvine, who is a recent arrival, enjoys a 
high reputation in Melbourne musical circles." 

On 16 March 1898 D'Arcy-Irvine gave a pianoforte recital in his spacious studio "Gracemere" in St George's 
Terrace, opposite Government House. The studio was filled almost to overflowing for the occasion. His 
programme included words by Weber, Mendelssohn, Chopin and Moszkowski, his supporting artists being 
vocalists Mrs S Benjamin, Miss Grace Woodfield and Mr E C Swan and violinist Mr Arthur Taylor.  

On the evening of Palm Sunday 1898 (April 3) a performance of Spohr's oratorio Calvary was given in St 
George's Cathedral. The choirmaster, Mr J P Ford, conducted and the newly appointed organist, Mr Reginald 
D'Arcy-Irvine, presided at the organ. On the following day The West Australian reported as follows: "As this is 
Mr D'Arcy-Irvine's first week at the Cathedral, he is greatly to be congratulated upon his playing, at such short 
notice, of the exacting music falling to his lot." D'Arcy-Irvine also gave a short organ recital after Festal 
Evensong on Easter Day of that year, his programme being as follows: Prelude and Fugue in C minor 
(Mendelssohn), Andante in G (Batiste), "Achieved is the Glorious Work:" (Haydn), Andante Grazioso (Smart).  

In 1898 D'Arcy-Irvine formed the Perth Amateur Orchestral Society and conducted four concerts in St George's 
Hall during that year. The final concert, on 19 November, included the first performance in Perth of Schubert's 
"Unfinished" Symphony in B Minor. In early September 1898 Mr J P Ford resigned from the position of 
Cathedral choirmaster (a position he had held for about twelve months) and Mr D'Arcy-Irvine was appointed 
permanently to the office of organist and Director of the Choir. He, in turn, appointed Mr G H Ford as Sub-
organist.  

In 1899, the Cathedral organ (originally by Hill of London) installed in the old Cathedral in 1875, was subject to 
some work by the Melbourne organ builder, Fincham, who raised the wind pressure slightly and added two 
stops. Although the work on the organ had not been completed in time for the eleventh anniversary 
celebrations (on Sunday 6 August 1899) in connection with the opening of the present Cathedral the instrument 
was still  



Strickland and a detachment of foot and mounted police, commanded by Colonel Phillips (Commissioner of 
Police) and headed by the Headquarters Band, entered the Cathedral first before the commencement of the 
service. The celebrant was Bishop Riley and hymns for the time of tribulation and for absent friends were 
rendered by the choir. There were many communicants and the choir sang the hymn Thy will be done during 
the communion. The concluding hymn was the National Anthem. 

In the evening of St George's Day 1900, a concert to mark the occasion was held in St George's Hall. Those in 
attendance included His Excellency the Administrator (Sir Alexander Onslow), Lady Onslow and the Misses 
Onslow, Sir E C Baker, Sir John and Lady Forrest, the Bishop of Perth and Dean Goldsmith. A musical 
programme which consisted mainly of vocal solos was under the direction of D'Arcy-Irvine who also played the 
accompaniments. Songs included On the Banks of Allen Water Cherry Ripe, Neath my lattice, I wandered by 
the Brookside, The Brave Old Oak, Come lasses and lads, The Englishman, The Vicar of Bray. A Cathedral 
quartet sang two unaccompanied part songs - The Ash Grove and The sailor's song. The concert concluded 
with Rule Britannia, the solo being taken by Mr F Smith and the chorus by the Cathedral Choir. 

On Wednesday, 23 May 1900, a National Concert in celebration of Her Majesty's Birthday was given in the 
Queen's Hall. The Musical Director was Reginald D'Arcy-Irvine, who also shared the accompaniments with Mrs 
A G Russell. The concert, which consisted mainly of vocal solos, was divided into three sections - English, 
Scottish and Irish.  

After the singing of the National Anthem by the audience, the English section commenced. Solos included The 
Brave Old Oak, Home, sweet Home, and The Englishman. The section also included a duet Army and Navy, a 
quartet Dame Durdew, and a violin solo Benedictus, by the Scottish violinist and composer Sir Alexander 
Campbell Mackenzie (1847-1935) who was Principal of the Royal Academy of Music, London from 1888 until 
1924. This solo was played by Mr Charles Harper.  

Solos in the Scottish section included Mary of Argyle, Auld Robin Gray, The Macgregor's Gathering and the 
Auld House. Annie Laurie was sung by a quartet.  

Solos in the Irish section included The Kerry Dance, Kathleen Mavoureen, The Last Rose of Summer and Off 
to Philadelphia. The section also included The Minstrel Boy, sung by a quartet and The Harp that Once played 
as a violin solo by Mr Charles Harper.  

The concert also included Sons of Australia - a new Australian patriotic song which was sung as a solo.  

At 8pm on Monday 24 December 1900, there was a service of Evensong, without Sermon, at St George's 
Cathedral, when the choir sang Christmas carols, and on Christmas Day 1900, the following was reported in 
The West Australian:- "After the conclusion of the service at St George's Cathedral last night a very handsome 
present of a silver-plated ink-stand, richly embossed, was presented to Dean Goldsmith on behalf of the choir. 
Mr D'Arcy-Irvine, in making the presentation, asked the Dean to accept it as a token of the goodwill and esteem 
which the members of the choir had for him. The Dean, in replying, said that the gift came as a great surprise to 
him, and he was deeply grateful for it. He would always cherish it as an evidence of their kindly feeling towards 
him." 

A Watchnight Service was held in the Cathedral on 31 December 1900, commencing at 11.30pm. The form of 
service was that appointed by His Lordship, the Bishop, in connection with the inauguration of the 
Commonwealth of Australia, and included the Commonwealth Hymn. The Te Deum and the National Anthem 
were sung at the conclusion of the service. The Cathedral was packed for the occasion.  

On the following morning a further service, commencing at 9.15am was attended by His Excellency the 
Administrator, Lady Onslow and Miss Onslow and various officers of the state. The service, which was short, 
commenced with the hymn, the Old Hundredth, which was sung as the choir and clergy moved in procession 
from the west door. Prayers for the Commonwealth of Australia and for the Governor-General were sung and 
the Bishop delivered a brief address to the large congregation. The Te Deum was sung by the choir and all 
united in singing a verse of the National Anthem at the conclusion.  

By 10.30am on that historic day, the 1 January 1901, a great crowd had gathered at the Perth Esplanade. After 
the reading, by Sir Alexander Onslow, of the Queen's Proclamation announcing the formation of the 
Commonwealth of Australia a salute of twenty-one guns was fired by the Artillery. The National Anthem was 
then sung, and three cheers called for the Queen, were lustily given. The West Australian soldiers who had 
returned from South Africa were drawn up in front of the Vice Regal party and Handel's Hallelujah Chorus was 
rendered by the National Choir and Orchestra (two hundred strong) under the baton of Reginald D'Arcy-Irvine.  



of Ages, was sung during the service. Another special service, attended by a large congregation was held in 
the Cathedral on the evening of 24 January 1901. Special prayers were offered for the new King and Queen 
and also for the Prince and Princess of Wales. Hymns included Rock of Ages, and Abide with me.  

Queen Victoria's funeral was on Saturday 2 February 1901, and a service was held in St George's Cathedral 
commencing at 11am on that day. Seating accommodation was provided for one thousand four hundred and 
fifty persons, but this proved inadequate. People stood at the entrance to the Cathedral and in the aisles. The 
congregation, estimated to be more than two thousand, was the largest that had been known. The service was 
attended by detachments from all branches of the local defence force, by returned soldiers from South Africa 
and by the police force and fire brigade. Also in attendance were His Excellency the Administrator (Sir 
Alexander Onslow), the President of the Legislative Council (Sir George Shenton), the Right Hon. The Premier 
(Sir John Forrest) and other members of the ministry, Mr Justice Stone and principal officers of the state. The 
service was of a special character. Bishop Riley, who officiated, was assisted by the Dean and Canon Garland. 
Suitable hymns were sung and the service opened with Beethoven's Funeral March and closed with Chopin's 
Funeral March both played by D'Arcy-Irvine. The National Anthem was sung just before the conclusion of the 
service and D'Arcy-Irvine also played an arrangement of God save the King. 

St Patrick's Day 1901 fell on a Sunday and an entertainment was given in the Mechanics' Institute on Monday 
18 March in celebration of that day. The audience included Bishop Gibney as well as many of the leading 
Roman Catholic priests and citizens of Perth. D'Arcy-Irvine was in charge of the musical part of the programme 
and also played the accompaniments. Songs included The meeting of the waters, Come back to Erin, Kate 
O'Shane, The Dear little Shamrock, Father O'Flynn, Eileen Allanah and Off to Philadelphia. The concert 
concluded with the patriotic song God save Ireland, with the audience joining in the chorus.  

The West Australian of 5 April 1901 reported the following: "The Government has appointed Mr D'Arcy-Irvine to 
carry out the musical portion of the programme on the occasion of the visit of the Duke and Duchess of 
Cornwall and York. An announcement will be made to him in the course of a day or so as to the suggested 
programme." The following was reported in the same newspaper on 11 July 1901: "In connection with the 
festivities in honour of the Royal visit, the accomplished singer in the person of Madame Van Der Veer-Green 
has been privately engaged to visit this State in her professional capacity. Madame Van Der Veer-Green has 
an excellent reputation as a contralto singer, and her performances at the civic reception tendered to the Duke 
and Duchess of Cornwall and York in Melbourne elicited warm encomiums from both Press and public. She will 
take part in the State concert to be given at the citizens' reception in Queen's Hall, and will also be heard in 
oratorio during her stay in Western Australia."  

His Royal Highness, who later became King George V, had opened Australia's first Federal Parliament at the 
Melbourne Exhibition Building on 9 May 1901.  

Their Royal Highnesses were to have attended the service of Mattins at St George's Cathedral at 11am on 
Sunday 21 July 1901, but, unfortunately, they were delayed in reaching Perth. Escorted by the Flagship of the 
Australian Fleet, HMS Royal Arthur, the Royal Yacht HMS Ophir was steaming from Adelaide in extremely 
severe winter conditions with gales and high seas. The Captain of HMS Ophir would not risk taking the Heir 
Apparent and his consort around the notorious Cape Leeuwin in the bad weather and put back, arriving 
unexpectedly at Albany on Saturday July 20, which was they day they were to have arrived at Fremantle. The 
Royal party completed the journey to Perth by rail.  

Their delayed arrival necessitated an adjustment being made to the programme for the Royal visit and the 
service in the Cathedral was held on Wednesday July 24. The musical arrangements for the service had to be 
curtailed and the anthem prepared for the occasion, (Stainer's setting of Cardinal John Henry Newman's Lead 
Kindly Light had to be cancelled). However, the choir of thirty-eight men and boys sang the Nineteenth Psalm 
and Stainer's setting (in B flat, no.3) of the Te Deum. The quartet in this setting was sung by Master Bruce Bott 
and Messrs W A Annois, S B Rees and F R Wingrove.  

During the collection, which was devoted to the Queen's Memorial Fund for erecting a peal of bells in the 
Cathedral, Isabel Stephana Stevenson's hymn Holy Father, in Thy mercy, hear our anxious prayer, was sung. 

Their royal Highnesses were then received at the west door of the Cathedral by the Church wardens, Messrs 
Hobbs and Harwood, who, bearing their wands of office, preceded the Duke and Duchess and conducted them 
to their places. Their Royal Highnesses were accompanied by Captain HRH Prince Alexander of Teck, 
Lieutenant the Duke of Roxburghe (ADC to the Duke) Lord Wenlock, (Lord in Waiting and Head of Household), 
Lady Mary Lygon (Lady in waiting to the Duchess), Lady Lawley and her children, Lieutenant Ivo Vesy and Mr 
Jose.  



then popular The sands o' Dee, by Frederic Clay (1838-89) - an English composer of Victorian ballads. A Song 
of Thanksgiving, sung by Mr Hyde Smith was followed by a bracket of orchestral pieces by Saint-Saëns, 
Godard and Edward German. The concert concluded with Handel's Hallelujah Chorus.  

On the following evening, (24 July,) D'Arcy-Irvine conducted the recently formed Perth Philharmonic Society 
(about 200 voices with orchestra) at the Queen's Hall in a performance of Mendelssohn's Elijah. Madame Van 
der Veer-Green being one of the soloists. At the conclusion of the performance a presentation was made to 
D'Arcy-Irvine by Mr John Davies, on behalf of the members of the Society. The presentation consisted of a gold 
chain and pendant, the latter which was to bear the following inscription "Perth Philharmonic Society, presented 
to Mr R D'Arcy-Irvine, conductor, by the members of the Society, as a memento of the State Concert WA 
1901." 

The Royal Yacht HMS Ophir departed from Fremantle on Friday 26 July, again escorted by HMS Royal Arthur, 
the latter vessel arriving back at Fremantle in the evening of Sunday 28 July. 

The performance of Mendelssohn's Elijah, was repeated at the Queen's Hall on Wednesday 7th August 1901, 
as a result of a wish expressed by the Governor and Lady Lawley. This performance was also attended by Mr 
and Mrs Illingworth, the Dean and Mrs Goldsmith, and many other well known patrons of music. The soloists 
were Miss Kelsall (soprano), Miss Hilda Harman (contralto), Mr E Polglase (tenor) and Mr Fred Ferguson 
(baritone). The conductor of the Philharmonic Society, Mr D'Arcy-Irvine was warmly congratulated at the 
conclusion of the performance. 

On 9 September 1901, the President of the United States of America, Mr McKinley, while paying an official visit 
to the Pan-American Exhibition at Buffalo in the State of New York, was shot twice by a stranger while shaking 
hands with him. The President died on 14 September 1901, aged 58 years. On 19 September a memorial 
service on the occasion of the funeral of the late President McKinley was held in St George's Cathedral. The 
large congregation included His Excellency the Governor and Lady Lawley, Companies of No 1 Field Battery 
under Major Hobbs, the First Battalion Infantry Brigade under Major Strickland, the Subiaco Corps and the Civil 
Service Corps. Fifteen clergymen assisted at the service which was conducted by the Rev F J Price, together 
with the Dean. The choir sang the hymn Nearer, my God, to thee, which the dying President was heard to 
murmur in his last moments. At the conclusion of the service the Dead March in Saul was played by Reginald 
D'Arcy-Irvine. 

The coronation of King Edward V11, originally planned for the 26 June 1902, had to be postponed because of 
the King's illness, and in fact, took place on Saturday 9 August 1902. The new bells at St George's Cathedral 
were very much in use on that day. The bells were rung not only by the Cathedral bellringers but also by some 
amateurs, including R D'Arcy-Irvine, who achieved the melody of God save the King at noon. 

The special coronation service was held at St George's Cathedral at 11am on Sunday 10 August 1902, the 
crowded congregation including His Excellency the Governor and Lady Lawley, The Chief Justice, Sir Edward 
Stone, the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly, Sir James G Lee-Steere, the Premier, Mr W H James KC, the 
President of the Legislative Council, Sir George Shenton, the Commandant, Lieut-Col Ricardo CB, a number of 
members of Parliament, the Mayor and several of the councillors of Perth and members of the military forces. 

The Cathedral choir was augmented and assisted by some of its former members for the occasion and D'Arcy-
Irvine's pupil, Miss Rowley, assisted with the organ playing. An orchestra of about 20 (mostly professional) 
players combined with the organ in the accompaniments to the hymns and the Coronation anthem. The first 
hymn was Now thank we all our God. The hymn O King of Kings was sung to a tune which was composed by 
Sir Arthur Sullivan on the occasion of the late Queen's Diamond Jubilee celebrations. The original words were 
written by the Bishop of Wakefield. The hymn Come Holy Ghost (Veni Creator Spiritus) which was said to have 
been used at every Coronation since that of Richard 11 was sung to a tune by Dykes. The final hymn was 
Almighty Father! Dwelling in the light. The Canticles for Matins were by Stainer and the Coronation anthem was 
Charles MacPherson's setting of Zadok the Priest which was preceded and followed by a Prelude and Fanfare 
by Gounod. The service concluded with the National Anthem after which Elgar's Imperial March was played as 
a postlude. 

In 1903 the Cathedral organ was rebuilt and enlarged to three manuals by J E Dodd of Adelaide. A series of 
organ recitals by D'Arcy-Irvine followed. 

A pianoforte and vocal recital, in aid of the Waifs Home at Parkerville was given by R D'Arcy-Irvine and Mrs 
Rockliffe at the Perth Town Hall on Thursday 5 May 1904 in the presence of His Excellency the Governor and 
Lady Bedford. The pianoforte used was a fine Steinway grand which had recently been imported from Hamburg 



At the close of Evensong on New Year's Day, 1905, Reginald D'Arcy-Irvine gave a short organ recital which 
consisted of the following pieces: March in C - Guilmant, Reverie - Lemare, Introduction to 'Lohengrin' Act 3 - 
Wagner.  

Easter Day coincided with St George's Day in 1905. St George's Cathedral was attended by very large 
congregations. The Canticles for Evensong were by Henry Smart and Mr E Polglase sang But thou didst not 
leave his soul in hell from Handel's Messiah. D'Arcy-Irvine's postlude was Batiste's Easter Offertoire.  

The West Australian of 26 April 1905 reported the following: "The choir of St George's Cathedral visited 
Northam on Easter Monday. In the morning the choir boys played a cricket match on the West Northam ground 
against the Northam Juniors, the game resulting in a win to the local team by twenty-five runs. The scores were 
- Northam 131, Cathedral Choir 106. L Bott (82) was the principal scorer for the choir. In the afternoon, 
Evensong was given in the Northam Town Hall, where a large and appreciative audience assembled. The 
various items were received with much enthusiasm, the choir being encored for all of the part songs. At the 
conclusion Mr D'Arcy-Irvine, director of the choir, thanked the audience for the kind treatment the choir had 
received. The trip, he said, had been a most enjoyable one, and it was hoped to repeat it at no very distant 
date." 

The following was reported in The West Australian, Saturday 24 June 1905: 'On Wednesday evening last the 
Anglican Church at Victoria Park (The Rev'd E W Watts, rector) was dedicated under the title of 
"Transfiguration" by a perfect service of Evensong. Mr D'Arcy-Irvine presided at the organ, and some 35 choir 
members of the Cathedral gave effectiveness to the choral portions of the service, the Magnificat and Nunc 
Dimittis being exceedingly impressive. The altar was tastefully decorated with flowers and there was a large 
congregation. The Ladies' Guild, consisting of Mrs Judge (president) Mrs Shimmin (Secretary) Mrs Beaver 
(Treasurer) and Mesdames Cohn, Hoffman, Jones, McLaughlin and Westmoreland provided a bountiful supper 
in the Town Hall. The choir sang the glees, and other vocal selections were given. Mrs Milligan (the Mayoress) 
presented Miss Ellborough, the retiring organist, with a beautiful writing case on behalf of the local choir.' 

In the evening of Christmas Day 1905, in His Majesty's Theatre, D'Arcy-Irvine conducted a combined chorus 
and orchestra of more than 300 people in a performance of Handel's Messiah. The soloists were Miss Isabel 
Webster, Miss Amy Fuller, Mr E A Plglase and Mr Sam Garratt. 

A crowded congregation attended the watchnight service at St George's Cathedral which commenced at 
11.30pm on 31st December 1905. Many people had to stand. Hymns included - O God our help in ages past 
and A few more years shall roll. As the Cathedral bells rang out at midnight, the congregation, at the request of 
the Bishop, knelt in silent prayer. The concluding hymn, Onward Christian soldiers, was followed by the first 
verse of the National Anthem. 

On the following morning the Cathedral choir left for their annual camp which was held at Bunbury in that year. 
On Tuesday 2 January 1906 the choir, under the direction of Reginald D'Arcy-Irvine gave a concert at the Lyric 
Theatre, Bunbury, this concert being in aid of the Diocese of Bunbury. The choir returned to Perth on the 
following Saturday and on an evening in the following week, entertained dinner guests at Government House 
with a selection of part songs. 

On Sunday 27 May 1906 a special Empire Day Service, with Church Parade, at St George's Cathedral was 
attended by the Governor Sir Frederick Bedford. The service was conducted by Bishop Riley assisted by Dean 
Latham. The hymns, Onward Christian Soldiers, Through the night of doubt and sorrow, O God our help in 
ages past, and Kipling's Recessional, were accompanied by a military band. The choir rendered the 22nd and 
71st Psalms and the Te Deum and Benedictus. The service concluded with the National Anthem. After the 
service the soldiers and cadets paraded before Sir Frederick Bedford in St George's Terrace, the saluting base 
being a point opposite the entrance to Government House. 

On Wednesday 1st August 1906 a special service was held in St George's Cathedral during which the Chancel 
Screen, in memory of the first two Bishops of Perth (Bishops Hale and Parry) was dedicated by Bishop Riley. 
Hymns included For all the Saints, The Church's one Foundation, and Jerusalem the Golden. 

In connection with the meeting of Synod, a Choral Evensong was sung in the Cathedral on Monday, 15 
October 1906. About 80 choristers drawn from St George's Cathedral, St Mary's West Perth, St Alban's 
Highgate, St Bartholomew's East Perth, St Paul's Beaconsfield and the Church of the Ascension, Midland 
Junction, combined to sing Bunnett's Service in F. Before the service, Reginald D'Arcy-Irvine played two 
compositions from his own pen: Improvisation in G and Meditation in five-four time. After the service he played 
Mendelssohn's Fugue in C Minor. 



A Marrie, Miss Rowley, Mrs Dudley, Professor J Matthew Ennis, Mus Doc., (of the Elder Conservatorium of 
Music, University of Adelaide) Messrs E A Polglase, U B rfown, J Ernest Andrew, W Du Boulay, Reginald 
D'Arcy-Irvine and the choir of St George's Cathedral. 

The Cathedral choir opened the concert with the part song O who will o'er the Down by Pearsall. On the 
following day the West Australian reported as follows: "The beneficiare, who was greeted with a hearty round of 
applause, chose for his pianoforte solo, Chopin's beautiful Ballade in A Flat. Mr D'Arcy-Irvine's ability as a 
pianist is so well known to the Perth public that it is needless to enlarge upon it here. Suffice to say he gave an 
artistic interpretation of the piece, and being enthusiastically encored, added his own composition Chant 
D'Amour. One of the most attractive items on the programme was the performance by Professor Ennis (of the 
Elder Conservatorium of Music, Adelaide) and Mr D'Arcy-Irvine, of Saint-Saëns' interesting variations on the 
Trio from Beethoven's Sonata, Op 31, No 3, in E Flat Major, a work of enormous difficulty, making severe 
demands both on the intellectual and physical powers of the performers. It was played with admirable 
unanimity and finish, and excited a furore of applause, the artistes being recalled to the platform again and 
again, until at length they favored the audience with a repetition of the finale.' 

The Cathedral choir, which opened the concert, also gave the final item - an arrangement of some nursery 
rhymes by Sterndale Bennett Jun. - sung by the choir boys. 

The West Australian of Monday 30 March 1908 reported as follows: 'After ten years service as organist and 
choirmaster, Mr Reginald D'Arcy-Irvine severed his official connection with St George's Cathedral yesterday, 
and at Evensong the Dean took the opportunity of publicly expressing from the pulpit his appreciation of Mr 
D'Arcy-Irvine's abilities, referring especially to the 'magnificent faithfulness' with which he had discharged his 
duties at the Cathedral, the unfailing enthusiasm which had enabled him to obtain the best results from the 
choir, and his unswerving loyalty. In conclusion, the Dean said he could wish for no abler colleague than he 
had had in Mr D'Arcy-Irvine. At the close of the service a short organ recital was given, when D'Arcy-Irvine 
played: March Henry V111 - Sullivan, Berceuse in E - Saint-Saëns, Marche Solennelle - Gounod, Meditation in 
B Flat - D'Arcy-Irvine. Mr Alec Leckie, the newly appointed organist to the Cathedral will arrive from Victoria by 
the RMS Asturias on Wednesday and will commence duty at the Cathedral next Sunday. Mr D'Arcy-Irvine 
leaves this State for London in about 3 weeks' time.' 

The choral music at St George's Cathedral was 19th century orientated during D'Arcy-Irvine's period. Names of 
composers such as Henry Smart (1813-1879) Hopkins (1818-1901) Dykes (1823-76) Tours (1838-1897) and 
Stainer (1840-1901) were included on the Cathedral music lists. 

D'Arcy-Irvine gave many well attended organ recitals whilst at the Cathedral. His programmes included the 
music of J S Bach, Mendelssohn and composers who were their contemporary, eg the French composers 
Saint-Saëns (1835-1921) and Guilmant (1837-1911) and the English composers Wolstenholme (1865-1931) 
and Lemare (1865-1942). Compositions from his own pen included an Arabesque in seven/eight time and a 
Meditation in five/four time. He also played transcriptions and requested items. 

As a Pianoforte teacher in the most isolated capital city in the world, D'Arcy-Irvine met the needs of students 
who were aspiring to the profession of music teaching. Some of his pupils acquired the Trinity College, London, 
diplomas by taking advantage of overseas examination facilities offered by that College, while others travelled 
to London to study and gain their diplomas either at the royal Academy of Music or the Royal College of Music, 
before taking their places as members of the music profession in Perth. 

It is believed that Reginald D'Arcy-Irvine was a comparatively young man when he died. 

The West Australian...15, 17 Jan; 17 Mar, 4, 11 April, 7 Sept, 21 Nov 1898; 7, 16, 17, 24, 31 Aug, 7 Sep 1899, 
26 Feb, 24 Apr, 25 May, 25 Jun, 24, 25 Dec 1900; 2, 24, 25 Jan, 4 Feb, 19 Mar, 5 Apr, 11, 22, 24, 25, 27, 29 
July, 3, 8 Aug. 9, 20, Sep 1901, 11 Aug 1902, 6 May, 26 Dec 1904, 2 Jan, 24, 26 Apr, 24 Jun, 25 Dec 1905, l, 
12 Jan, 28 May, 2 Aug, 16 Oct, 24, 25 Dec 1906, 25, 27 Feb, 30 Mar 1908  

III. ALEXANDER J LECKIE 

Born at Newtown, Geelong Victoria in 1881, A J Leckie, after leaving school, was employed by the Geelong 
Town Council, but continued with the musical studies he had commenced as a child. He studied organ with R J 
Shanks of Melbourne, and was also organist of All Saints Church, Newtown. 

In 1904 he resigned from his position of Assistant Town Clerk, Geelong, in order to travel to England to 
undertake full time studies at the Royal College of Music, London, where he studied pianoforte, organ, singing 
and theoretical subjects, his teachers including Sir Walter Parratt (Master of the King's Music) and Dr Read 



Following the announcement of the death of King Edward V11 on Friday 6 May 1910, a brief service was held 
in the Cathedral at noon on the following day. Those in attendance included the Lieutenant Governor, Sir 
Edward Stone, Lady Stone, Sir John Forrest MHR and Lady Forrest, Dr Hackett MLC. 

After a performance by A J Leckie of Chopin's Funeral March, the service opened with the hymn Through the 
night of doubt and sorrow. Psalm 90 was sung and there was a brief address by Bishop Riley. Handel's Dead 
March in Saul was played while the congregation remained standing. 

Normal services were held at the Cathedral on Sunday 8 May 1910. A large congregation attended the morning 
service but the Cathedral was filled to overflowing for Evensong. Handel's Dead March in Saul was played at 
both services and the Cathedral bells were tolled with muffled peals. 

In the evening of 9 May 1910, A J Leckie gave an organ recital 'In Memoriam: King Edward V11', which 
consisted of the following: Funeral March - Beethoven, Visione - Rheinberger, Prelude and Fugue in E Minor - 
J S Bach, Largo from the New World Symphony - Dvorak, Funeral March and Seraph's Hymn - Guilmant, 
Choral Prelude O World, I e'en must leave thee - Brahms, Requiem Aeternam - Harwood. 

A State Service was held in the Cathedral on Friday 20 May 1910 - the day of the King's funeral. The Cathedral 
was packed to capacity and large crowds remained outside in Cathedral Avenue. Those in attendance included 
His Excellency the Governor (Sir Gerald Strickland), Sir Edward Stone, Sir John Forrest, Sir Walter James, the 
acting Premier (Mr Frank Wilson), the Chief Justice (Sir Henry Parker) and members of the local Military 
Forces. 

At the commencement of the Service, the hymn Rock of Ages was sung to the accompaniment of the Military 
Band. The Psalm Lord, thou hast been our refuge from one generation to another was sung by the 
congregation led by the organ. Other hymns included To thee our God we fly and Sleep on beloved, sleep and 
take thy rest. After the Blessing, the Last Post was played by massed Army buglers and Handel's Dead March 
in Saul was played by the Military Band. The National Anthem followed. 

In Advent 1910 a performance of the oratorio The Last Judgment by the German composer Louis Spohr (1784-
1859) was given in the Cathedral by the Cathedral choir with soloists. 

A special service was held in the Cathedral on Thursday 22 June 1911 to mark the occasion of the Coronation 
Day of their Majesties, King George V and Queen Mary. Hymns included O God, who in the days of old, O 
God, who from thy throne on high, Now thank we all our God and O God, the Ruler of our Race. A setting of 
the anthem Zadok the Priest was sung by the choir, who also sang the Te Deum Laudamus after the Blessing. 
The service was conducted by the Rev'd Administrator (The Ven Archdeacon Huddlestone) assisted by Canon 
Marshall, Minor Canon Foster, and the Rev C S Ricardo. There was a large congregation and those in 
attendance included His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor (Sir Edward Stone), the State Commandant 
(Lieutenant Colonel Irving), the Minister for Lands and Agriculture (Mr J Mitchell), the Attorney-General (Mr J L 
Nanson), the Consuls for the different countries, and the military. 

On Wednesday 19 March 1913 a performance of Stainer's Crucifixion was given in the Cathedral by the 
Cathedral choir, under the baton of A J Leckie. Mr Stevenson presided at the organ. 

Two days later (on Good Friday) Leckie conducted a performance of Maunder's Olivet to Calvary in Perth 
Wesley Church. The work was sung by an augmented Wesley Church Choir with soloists Miss G Ottaway and 
Messrs S F Pick and P Roxby. Mr C Langsford presided at the organ. 

On Christmas Day 1914 Evensong, commencing at 7.30pm, was followed at 8pm by an organ recital by A J 
Leckie with the rendering of Christmas carols by the Cathedral choir. The same procedure was followed for the 
evening of Christmas Day 1915 which fell on a Saturday. Evensong and Sermon on the First Sunday after 
Christmas, 1915, was followed by the singing of Christmas carols by the choir and in the afternoon a large 
gathering surrounded the South African Fallen Soldiers' Monument at King's Park on the occasion of the 
annual memorial service. Sir John Forrest and other political representatives were present and the service was 
conducted by Archbishop Riley from a gun-carriage. There was a good muster of South African soldiers 
besides a number of returned Gallipoli heroes and some senior cadets. The musical accompaniments were 
played by the bands of the 85th and 86th Battalions. The Metropolitan Liedertafel, under the baton of A J 
Leckie rendered The Long Day Closes and To Arms. Several wreaths were placed at the foot of the Monument 
while the Dead March was played by the bands. The Last Post was then sounded by buglers. 

A shortened Evensong on Good Friday 1916 was followed by an organ recital by A J Leckie who played works 
by C H H Parry, Guilmant, Karg-Elert, Walford Davies, MacDowell and Harwood. The recital also included And 



A shortened Evensong on Good Friday 1917 was followed by an organ and vocal recital as was the case in the 
previous year, and a shortened Evensong on Christmas Day 1917 was followed by organ music by Handel, 
Merkel, Guilmant and Wolstenholme and choral music which included the anthem Like Silver Lamps - Barnby 
and the carols Bethlehem - Gounod, A day of Glory - old French, and Sweeter than the Songs of Summer - J F 
Bridge. 

A man with initiative and motivation, Leckie formed the WA Music Teachers' Association in 1910 and became 
the foundation president. He remained very active in the association for the rest of his life, and in 1963 was 
made a life Council member and was the only person to have received this honour. 

In 1913 he founded the Metropolitan Orchestral Society and was conductor until 1923. He was conductor of the 
Metropolitan Liedertafel from 1912 until 1932. This choir was later renamed 'Gleeman'. 

Leckie graduated as a Bachelor of Music in Composition from the Adelaide University in 1913 after having 
pursued the degree externally. A manuscript copy of his cantata Souls of the Righteous for mixed voices with 
accompaniment for strings and organ (composed in 1913) is in the Music Library of WA. In 1914 Leckie was 
appointed the first representative of the WA Music Teachers' Association on the Advisory Board, Public 
Examinations in Music of the University of Western Australia. 

Leckie's evening organ recitals at the Cathedral were frequent and well attended, his programmes including the 
music of J S Bach, French and German romantic composers and English composers. As was the custom in 
those days, he also played transcriptions for organ of works originally written for other media. Listeners were 
assisted by his notes which were included in the printed programmes. During his first period at St George's 
Cathedral, the names of 19th century English composers of Church music continued to be included on the 
Cathedral music lists, but English Church composers who lived into the early 20th century - e.g. C H Lloyd 
(1849-1919, organist of the Chapel Royal) and Sir Frederick Bridge (1844 - 19243) organist of Westminster 
Abbey) were also included. 

By 1917, Leckie had become so busy with various time consuming musical activities in Perth that he found it 
necessary to resign from his position at the Cathedral. However, he was to return to the Cathedral during the 
1930's because of the circumstances outlined below, but, in the meantime (in 1918) he formed the Perth 
Ladies' Choir which he later re-formed as the Oriana Ladies' Choir. (In December 1936 a choral and organ 
recital was given in the Cathedral by this choir with A J Leckie also providing the organ music.) In 1931 he 
founded the University Choral Society and was conductor until 1945. He was musical director of the radio 
station 6WF in the late 1920's.  

Reference will be made later to the visit to Perth of Dr (later Sir Sydney) Nicholson in 1934. In 1927 Nicholson 
had founded the School of English Church Music and during his visit to Perth he recommended that the then 
Cathedral organist, Leslie Kirke, be granted leave of absence to study at this new School. The recommendation 
was approved. Leckie served as acting Cathedral organist for most of the time that Kirke was away and, in fact, 
took part in three out of the four SECM Hymn Festivals which were held in the Cathedral because of the 
influence of Nicholson's visit. 

In November 1935 a hymn festival was conducted by the Rev'd H P Finnis, Precentor of St Peter's Adelaide 
and honorary secretary of the School of English Church Music in Australia. This festival was referred to as the 
'Second SECM Hymn Festival' as Nicholson himself had conducted the first in the previous year. Fr Finnis had 
been in England studying Cathedral music and disembarked at Fremantle on his return. While in Perth he also 
gave two lectures in the Burt Memorial Hall - one for clergy, organists and choirmasters, and the other (with 
lantern slides) for the public. He also gave two broadcast talks and conducted choir practices in Parish 
churches. 

The programme for the third Hymn Festival, held in October 1936, was arranged by the Rev'd P S Laurence of 
Swan Boys' Orphanage in collaboration with A J Leckie. Fourteen choirs (about 200 voices) were conducted by 
Leckie in a festival entitled Fellowship in Service. A sub-title From Cradle to Grave was shown on the 
programme which was divided into eight sections - Holy Baptism, Children's Hymns, Confirmation, Holy 
Matrimony, Holy Communion, Time of Thanksgiving, Time of Sorrow, and The Church Triumphant, the various 
sections being illustrated by appropriate hymns, psalms, and Scripture readings. The Canticles for Evening 
Prayer, as set to music by Vaughan Williams, were also sung. 

An innovation introduced by Leckie in the fourth festival (held in October 1937) was the inclusion of readings by 
English writers including John Bunyan, Tennyson, G K Chesterton and John Masefield, in addition to readings 
from the Scriptures. These readings were shared by the Reverend C E Storrs and Mr A Todd. As previously, 



Following the return to Perth of the permanent Cathedral organist, Leslie Kirke, Leckie became organist of St 
Mary's Church, West Perth, where he remained for some years. Settings from his own pen of the Mass and of 
the Canticles for Morning and Evening Prayer were to be found in the choir library of that Church. 

Leckie's contributions to the musical life of Perth were too numerous to be described here. It should be stated, 
however, that his quality of sound judgment caused him to be held in high esteem as an examiner for the 
Australian Music Examination Board. He also assisted the late Professor E Harold Davies in examining 
candidates for the Bachelor of Music Degree in Performance of Adelaide University. 

Other work for the Australian Music Examinations Board included the translation of a number of songs by the 
famous Austrian songwriter Hugo Wolf (1860-1903) and the writing of several text books for use by students 
preparing for the AMNEB examinations in theory and musical perception. 

In 1963 Leckie was awarded the MBE 'for long and outstanding service to music in Western Australia' . He died 
in Perth in 1966. 

The West Australian 21/2, 20/4/08, 9, 21/5/10, 23/6/11, 21/3/13, 26/12/14, 25, 27/12/15, 26/4/23/12/16, 
29/10/35: Australian Dictionary of Biography: What Harmony is this?' a history of the WA Music Teachers' 
Association by Ronda Jamieson. 

IV. HAYDN K HARDWICK 

Born in England and a graduate in music of Durham University, Haydn Hardwick lived in Western Australia for 
about 35 years. He was appointed to the position of organist and Master of the Choristers at St George's 
Cathedral in 1918. 

In the first year of his term at the Cathedral, Hardwick initiated a series of short lunch hour organ recitals - on 
Wednesdays from 12.30 to 1pm and on Fridays from 1.30 to 2pm. These recitals proved to be very popular. 

On Thursday 2 May 1918 it was decided to hold a meeting of past and present choristers of St George's 
Cathedral with a view to forming the St George's Cathedral Choristers' Association. His Grace, the Archbishop 
of Perth, presided at the meeting, which was well attended. It was moved by Haydn Hardwick and seconded by 
A J Leckie that the Association be formed, its objects being to keep members alive to the memories and 
associations of their connections with the Cathedral choir and to keep them in social touch with one another. 
The motion was carried unanimously. 

The following officers were elected: Patron, Sir Edward Stone, President, His Grace the Archbishop, Vice-
Presidents, The Dean, Messrs A J Leckie, H K Hardwick and R A Sholl; Committee, Captain A M P 
Montgomery, Messrs W Stephenson, G A Wood, C C Wicks and W Laurence; Secretary, Mr L G W Farmer 
and Treasurer, Mr S J Chipper. Past and present Cathedral choristers over the age of 15 years were eligible for 
membership, the annual subscription being two shillings and sixpence. 

On 12 June 1918, at 4 pm, the Lieutenant-Governor, Sir Edward Stone KCMG, in the presence of His Grace, 
the Archbishop of Perth, opened the Memorial Hall, near the Cathedral, erected by Mr Septimus Burt K C, in 
memory of his sons, Lieutenant Theodore Charles Arthur Burt RFA and Lieutenant Francis Sinclair Burt, 13th 
MG Company AIF, who fell in action in War.  

After meeting in the Cathedral Vestry, the choir and clergy proceeded to the Hall singing the hymn O God our 
help in ages past. Following prayers, the Lesson and the Creed, the Lieutenant-Governor was requested by the 
Archbishop to unveil the Memorial Tablet and declare the Hall open. The Archbishop, Chaplains, and the 
Registrar, with the Archdeacon, the Architect, and the Contractor, accompanied Sir Edward Stone to the 
Memorial. The Lieutenant-Governor unveiled the Tablet, saying : "In the faith of Christ, and with prayer for the 
blessing of God upon this our undertaking, I unveil this Memorial, the gift of loving parents of two gallant 
soldiers, who fell fighting for their country; in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 
Amen." 

The Last Post was then sounded after which the Procession returned to the platform. The Lieutenant-Governor 
then read the inscription on the Memorial Tablet. After the singing of the anthem Blessed are the Departed 
(from Spohr's The Last Judgment) the Lieutenant-Governor declared the Hall open, and gave an address. 

A vote of thanks was moved by the Right Hon Lord Forrest KCMG, and seconded by Mr W T Loton JP. After 
the singing of the hymn For all the Saints the service concluded with the Blessing and the National Anthem. 



On Tuesday 3 September 1918, Lord Forrest died on board the ship on which he was travelling to England. A 
memorial service was held in the Cathedral on Friday 6 September 1918, those in attendance including the 
Governor, Lady Ellison-Macartney, the Lieutenant-Governor Sir Edward Stone, the Premier and members of 
the Ministry, as well as many members of both Houses of Parliament, the Mayor and councillors of the city and 
officers of the 88th Regiment of which Lord Forrest was honorary Colonel. The service, in which the Archbishop 
gave the address, included the hymn Rock of Ages, Psalm 90, the anthem Blessed are the Departed - Spohr, 
and the hymn Now the Labourer's task is o'er. A bugler sounded the Last Post, and the service closed to the 
strains of Handel's Dead March in Saul. 

Sir Edward Stone died on Good Friday 1920. His remains were interred in the family grave at Karrakatta 
Cemetery, with State Honours, on Saturday 3 April 1920. The cortège left the late Sir Edward Stone's 
residence in Adelaide Terrace at 10.15am, and passed along St George's Terrace and Cathedral Avenue to 
the west door of St George's Cathedral. Here it was met by Archbishop Riley, The Dean (The Very Rev'd E 
Foster), Archdeacon Huddlestone, clergy, choir and pall-bearers. The large congregation included His 
Excellency the Administrator, Sir Francis Newdegate, the Ministry, the Parliament, The Magistracy, the Police 
Force and many public and quasi-public institutions of which Sir Edward had been a prominent member. As the 
people were assembling, Haydn Hardwick played I waited for the Lord and O Rest in the Lord, both by 
Mendelssohn. 

The service included Blessed are the Departed - Spohr, Psalm 50 and the hymns Jesus lives and On the 
resurrection morning. In his address, the Archbishop said that Sir Edward had taken a great interest in the 
Cathedral choir. The Archbishop believed that there were 2 or 3 present at the funeral who were in the choir 
when he trained it years ago. He was, up to the time of his departure, Patron of the Old Choristers' Association. 
The cortège left the Cathedral during the playing of Handel's Dead March in Saul. At Karrakatta, where the 
procession re-formed, the choir sang, on the way to the grave, Brief life is here our portion. The service 
concluded with the hymn Now the labourer's task is o'er.  

An extract from the minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the St George's Cathedral Choristers' 
Association, held on 20 April 1921: 'Recommendation from the Committee: That it be the aim of the Association 
to give two canopies of the design approved by the Cathedral Chapter, together with the necessary brass 
tablets to carry the names of all choir members who made the supreme sacrifice.' The recommendation was 
approved and endorsed and the Secretary was instructed to issue a circular letter to every member asking 
them to co-operate with the Committee and either by direct giving or by collecting from friends assist in raising 
the required amount (about eighty pounds.) 

The Association's Balance Sheet for the year ending 31 March 1922 showed an amount of 33 pounds and 8 
shillings towards the Memorial Fund. It is to be regretted that a search of Cathedral records failed to locate any 
further material regarding the St George's Cathedral Choristers' Association, but, as will be seen later, a stop 
was subsequently added to the organ in memory of the 12 former members of the Cathedral Choir who gave 
their lives in 1914-1918 War. 

On 2 August 1921, the first meeting of the Council of the Perth Diocesan Choirs' Association was held in the 
Burt Memorial Hall. The objects of the Association were to encourage and assist Parish Choirs in the rendering 
of Church Music and to hold an annual festival Service in the Cathedral.  

The Constitution provided for a Council consisting of the Lord Archbishop of Perth as President, the Very 
Reverend the Dean and the Minor Canon of the Cathedral as vice-presidents, the organist of the Cathedral as 
Musical director and the clergy of the Diocese and two representatives for each affiliated choir as members. 
The Constitution also provided for an Executive Committee consisting of the Honorary Secretary, the Honorary 
treasurer, and 7 members elected annually by the Council and the Musical Director. Each choir forming the 
Association was to pay a fee of one shilling for each of its members.  

During the first meeting of the Council, arrangements were made for three fixtures which were subsequently 
held as indicated below: 

1. On Tuesday 4 October 1921, at 8pm a Choirs' Festival was held in the Cathedral. The Canticles for 
Evensong were sung to Anglican Chant - The Magnificat to Myles Foster in E and the Nunc Dimittis to 
Hardwick in F. The hymn O worship the King was sung to an arrangement by Haydn Hardwick. The anthem 
was The Heavens are telling by Haydn. The sermon was preached by the Rev'd Canon Henn (Headmaster of 
Guildford Grammar School) Handel's Hallelujah Chorus was sung immediately prior to the closing hymn and 
the collection was for the Cathedral Organ Fund. 



A special service was held in the Cathedral on Tuesday November 22nd 1927 (transferred from November 15) 
which combined the Anniversary of the Consecration of the Cathedral, the Commemoration of the Right Rev'd 
Bishop Parry DD and the Dedication of the Reconstructed Organ. After Evensong, to the third Collect, an 
address ws given by the Archbishop, followed by the dedication of the organ. Then followed the singing of 
Handel's Hallelujah Chorus by the choir and the playing of an organ solo, Fantasia by Tours. After the 
collection hymn the choir sang the Te Deum to a setting by Dykes. After the Blessing the concluding voluntary 
was War March of the Priests (Mendelssohn). After the service a short organ recital was given by Haydn 
Hardwick in which the following works were played: Fanfare - Lemmens, Andantino in D Flat (No 2) - Lemare, 
Fugue in D Major - Guilmant, Pastorale - Rawle, Fanfare - Watson, National Anthem. 

The reconstruction of the organ, which was undertaken by J E Dodd, of Adelaide, in consultation with Haydn 
Hardwick, included the conversion from tracker to pneumatic action and the lowering of the console to ground 
level. Provision was also made for additional stops which were to be added as funds became available. 

The printed specifications, which included the stops which were to be added in the future, showed a total of 
2315 pipes, all of which were to be accommodated on the elevated platform in the base of the Victoria Tower - 
where the Choir Organ and Console are presently located. Had this Dodd-Hardwick organ been completed it 
would have been only marginally smaller than the present instrument which has a total of 2338 pipes. However, 
only a few of the 'prepared for' stops were subsequently inserted. 

A memorial plaque in the South Transept reads as follows: 'To the Glory of God and in loving memory of Dr 
Roy Charles Merryweather. The Phonon Diapason stop and the organ front above the second screen were 
presented by Mrs Merryweather 25/3/1928,' The gift, which was dedicated by Archbishop Riley during 
Evensong on the above date, included the carved jarrah casework containing the largest nineteen pipes of the 
stop which was erected over the screens in the South Transept. The gift greatly improved the appearance of 
the organ by taking the place of the temporary pitch-pine casework of the old organ. A photograph of Mrs 
Merryweather's gift can be seen in 'A short History and Guide to Saint George's Cathedral' of 1977. Dr 
Merryweather was born in Yorkshire, undertook his medical training in England and subsequently settled in 
Perth. He was a member of Synod (1913-1925), of the Diocesan Council (1917-1920), and of St George's 
Cathedral chapter (1911-1925). He was also a Fellow of the Council for the Church of England Schools (1918-
1925). He died in Perth in 1925 at the age of 45 years. 

Another memorial plaque in the South Transept shows a list of 12 names under which is written 'in memory of 
members of the Cathedral Choir who gave their lives in the Great War 1914-1918 the Stop on the Great Organ 
'Lieblich Gedackt' is given by fellow Choristers and friends Anzac Day 1931.' This plaque was unveiled by His 
Excellency the Governor, Sir William Campion, during a special service which was held in the Cathedral on 
Anzac Day 1931. 

During the organ re-build of 1958-1959 by J W Walker & Sons Ltd, the Phonon Diapason stop was revoiced, 
renamed 'Open Diapason No 1' and re-sited in the South Transept. The Lieblich Gedackt Stop was transferred 
to the Choir Organ. 

On 11 August 1929 a service to commemorate the centenary of the foundation of the City of Perth was held in 
the Cathedral. Included in this service was a Thanksgiving Te Deum for Chorus and orchestra written by Haydn 
Hardwick (published by Allan & Co prop. Ltd Melbourne) 'to commemorate the Centenary of Western Australia 
(1929) and 'dedicated by kind permission to His Grace the Archbishop of Perth W A, the Most Rev'd C O L 
Riley DD OBE, Chaplain General to the Australian Forces who has devoted the greater part of his life's work to 
the welfare of the People and State of Western Australia.' A Centenary Hymn, also composed by Hardwick, 
was sung at this service. 

In 1931, Haydn Hardwick was succeeded at St George's Cathedral by his pupil and assistant, Leslie Kirke, and 
in 1947 he died in Perth at the age of 67 years. 

The West Australian: 4, 8, 10/5, 12/6, 12/8, 7/9/1918; 5/4/1920, 26/3/1928; 12/8/1929; 27/4/1931 
A Short History and Guide to Saint George's Cathedral (1977) Office of the Registrar General Perth WA, 
certified copy of Death Certificate of Haydn Keeton Hardwick, Retired Musician. 

V. LESLIE W KIRKE (1931 - 1961) 

Leslie William Kirke was born in London in 1903 and came to Western Australia at the age of eleven. His 
father, Mr E Kirke had been organist at Peppard Church, near Reading. His grandfather was an Anglican 
Rector in Somerset and an uncle, The Rev'd Albion Kirke, was rector of North Curry. 



On 20 January 1935, the Parish Psalter (recommended by Dr S H Nicholson of the School of English Church 
Music) was used for the first time at St George's Cathedral, replacing the Cathedral Psalter. In the past, 
congregations had had difficulty with fitting the words of the Psalms and Canticles to the music of the chants. 
As stated by Dean Moore, the aim of the Parish Psalter was simplicity and the following principles were 
observed by the compilers: 

i. every word had to be pronounced clearly and with natural emphasis, as in deliberate reading 

ii. the length and accentuation of each note of music was to be governed entirely by the words, and not the 
words by the notes 

iii. commas were to be observed and breaths taken where they occurred instead of being rushed over, as 
formerly. 

Prior to the changeover, a summer school for choirboys, lasting for a fortnight, was conducted by Leslie Kirke 
at Welshpool.  

On Thursday 11 April 1935, commencing at 8pm a performance of Stainer's Crucifixion was given in the 
Cathedral by the Subiaco Choral Society under the baton of Leslie Kirke. This performance was broadcast by 
Station 6WF. 

At a meeting of the Cathedral Chapter in August 1935 it was decided that Leslie Kirke be granted leave of 
absence to undertake further studies at the School of English Church Music. He commenced studies at the 
School early in 1936 and arrived back in Perth in August 1937. As stated earlier, A J Leckie was appointed 
acting organist for the period of Kirke's absence. 

On Thursday 7 April 1938 a performance of Stainer's Crucifixion was given in the Cathedral by the cathedral 
choir and on Easter Day of that year (17 April) the 11am Eucharist (with the exception of the Creed) was sung 
to a setting in C by Littlejohn. The Creed was sung to Plainsong. At Festal Evensong on the same day the 
setting was Harwood in A Flat, the anthem being If we believe by Goss. 

As had been the custom in previous years, the end of Graduation Week at the University of Western Australia 
in 1938 was marked by a non-denominational service at St George's Cathedral, which was held on Sunday 24 
April of that year. 

The preacher was the Sub-Warden of St George's College (the Rev'd C E Storrs) and the lessons were read by 
the Chancellor of the University (Dr Battye) and the acting Vice-Chancellor (Professor Ross). The Warden of 
Convocation (Mr E W Gillett), Associate-Professors A C Fox and AT Bowden, and the President of the Guild of 
Undergraduates (Mr Harry Giese) also took part in the service. The University Choral Society, under the baton 
of Mr A J Leckie sang a setting to music of the poem Peace by Henry Vaughan (1622-1695) as an anthem. A 
setting to music of the ancient words beginning God be in my head from the Sarum Primer of 1552 was also 
sang. Modern hymns set to familiar tunes were led by the Choral Society and the Cathedral Choir. 

On 21 April 1938, the distinguished soldier and architect Sir J J Talbot Hobbs KCB, KCMG, VD, died suddenly 
at sea. His body was brought back to Perth where his funeral was held on Saturday 14 May. 

The West Australian of Monday 16 May 1938 reported as follows: 'As a muffled bell tolled hundreds of citizens 
of many stations in life and many creeds filled St George's Cathedral to join the simple religious service that 
preceded the more ceremonious events at Karrakatta.  

There were 74 strokes of the bell, one for each year of the General's life, rung alternately, loud and soft, at 
intervals of ten seconds. 

Above the Cathedral, at half-mast flew the Cross of St George, symbolical, it seemed, of all that the dead 
soldier had fought for in life as a soldier, churchman and citizen. It seemed fitting, too, that a service should be 
held in St George's Cathedral in the heart of the city to whose progress he had contributed so much both in 
public and private life.' 

As had frequently been the custom in the past, the choir procession commenced outside the old choir room, 
which was demolished to make way for Cathedral Square. The procession then entered the Cathedral through 
the northern door, proceeding to the Chancel via the North Transept. The Choir sang Psalm 90; the hymn O 
God our help in ages past was also sung and the address was given by His Grace, the Primate, Dr Le Fanu. 



On 31 October 1939, the Subiaco Choral Society, under the baton of Leslie Kirke, gave a recital in St George's 
Cathedral. Organ works were also played by Keith Devenish, organist of Trinity Congregational (now Uniting) 
Church, Perth. During remarks to the audience, Mr Kirke explained that his choir was desirous of creating 
greater interest in some of the older sacred choral works. 

The following items were sung by the choir: O My People - T L de Vittoria, Faithful Cross - John 1V of Portugal, 
O Lord we trust in Thee alone - Handel, If ye love me - Tallis, O Lord the Maker - Tye Psalm 48 - Elgar. Keith 
Devenish played works by César Franck, Guilmant, Saint-Saëns and Wolsten Holme. (Mr Devenish was killed 
during the World War). 

During the week commencing 14 November 1948 special celebrations were held at the Cathedral to mark: 

i. the centenary of the consecration of the first St George's Church (later Cathedral) which was opened in 1845, 
consecrated on 15 November 1848 and demolished in 1889, and 

ii. The 60th anniversary of the consecration of the present Cathedral. 

The music for the 11am Matins on Sunday 14 November included the Responses by Dr William Smith (organist 
of Durham Cathedral 1588-1598), Psalm 84 (O how amiable are Thy dwellings), Te Deum - John Ireland in F, 
Jubilate (Anglican chant) and the following hymns: Lift the strain of High Thanksgiving, O Word of God above, 
The Church's one Foundation and Sing Alleluia Lord in Duteous Praise. The sermon was delivered by the Most 
Reverend R W H Moline MC DD, Archbishop of Perth. 

At the 7.30pm Evensong on the same day Responses were again sung to Smith of Durham and the canticles 
were sung to the setting in B Minor by Tertius Noble. The sermon was delivered by the Very Reverend the 
Dean of Perth. 

In 1954, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 11, and His Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh visited Australia. 
Unfortunately there was an epidemic of poliomyelitis in Perth at the time and there was strong conflict of 
opinion on the cancellation or continuance of West Australian Royal Tour plans at a conference of 
Commonwealth and WA officials. However, on Monday 22 March 1954, the Prime Minister (Mr Menzies) 
announced that the Royal tour of WA would go ahead - but with a number of changes to the programme. 

Her Majesty and the Duke of Edinburgh were to have attended Divine Service (Matins) at St George's 
Cathedral on Sunday 28 March 1954, at 11am, but this had to be cancelled. On Tuesday 23 March, the Dean 
of Perth (The Very Rev'd John Bell) announced that the service specially printed for the occasion would be 
used and that the Governor (Sir Charles Gairdner) would be present and would read the first lesson, as was his 
custom.  

The service was preceded by a short organ and choral recital at which the following music was played and 
sung: 

a. Organ (played by Leslie Kirke): J S Bach Choral Preludes, Fantasia in G Minor, Fugue in E Flat 'St Anne', 
Prelude in B Minor - Rheinberger; Sonata in C Minor (lst movement) - Brahms Deck thyself, my soul. 

b. Choir: Psalm 23 to chant by Walford Davies, Let thy merciful ears, O Lord, Weelkes, Holy, holy, holy, 
Schubert. Psalm 65 was sung and the hymns were: the National Anthem, Praise the Lord ye heavens adore 
him, Come ye thankful people come, Praise, o praise our God and King and O praise our God today. The 
anthem was a setting of Psalm 150. 

The Archbishop of Perth (Dr Moline) assisted by the Rev I Brown conducted a service on board the Royal 
Yacht 'Gothic' at Her Majesty's request. The late Mrs Crisp (Nora Colstead) - a well known Perth concert pianist 
- accompanied the hymns for this service. 

In January 1961, Leslie Kirke tendered his resignation as organist and Master of the Choristers at St George's 
Cathedral and ceased duty in late September of that year. Shortly afterward he left for England with his wife, 
Mary, and died in England in 1981. 

The West Australian: 1/3/34, 28/1, 10/4, 31/8/35, 26/2/37, 6, 16, 22/4/38, 20, 23, 24, 29/354. 

Leslie W Kirke 1931 - 1961 

A memoir written by the Reverend Allan Biggs, Honorary Deacon, one time choir boy and lay clerk, St 
George's Cathedral, now lay clerk St Peter's Cathedral, Adelaide. 



school holidays. We were a motley mob, then, some few from private schools, the bulk from state schools in 
the inner suburbs. We needed control, and, indeed, we got it! One of the master's tricks, was to keep a stack of 
superannuated combined prayer and hymn books on the piano, and to shy them accurately and forcibly at any 
errant boy whose attention was below the expected standard. Another habit was to point at one boy, who was 
then expected to carry on singing, while the others shut up - an excellent way of bringing boys up to scratch 
either in learning the repertoire, or in reading. He taught us the fundamentals, as well as developing the voice. I 
shall have more to say on that later.  

We probationers had little contact with the rest of the choir. In service time we sat in a row, clad in cassocks, 
under the pulpit, accompanied by a lady who was to keep us in order. When we were deemed sufficiently 
proficient, we were admitted on a trial basis to the choir - but that was only after some months (never less than 
six), and I must have passed that stage shortly before Leslie's departure for St Nicholas' College, the then 
SECM headquarters for study. (I was to learn later from Leslie, that he'd worked for some time with Dr (later Sir 
Ernest) Bullock (then organist of Westminster Abbey) until Dr Bullock had had to drop his tutelage in order to 
concentrate on the forthcoming Coronation (King George V1). 

This is all a bit vague in my memory, but I must have been singing with the choir, although still technically a 
probationer, as I can distinctly remember Mr A J Leckie, who was Mr Kirke's relief, putting all the remaining 
probationers up into the choir, although he had not taken over immediately. Canon H P Finnis had been over 
before that, and I do remember his response to the Cathedral's acoustics by moving us out of the choir stalls in 
the crossing - a move that was anathema to Leslie. And that's about all I remember about Canon Finnis. Under 
Leckie the boys' afternoon practices were taken by a Mrs Devenish, and Eric Troake, the deputy and a tenor in 
the choir. I believe that Eric finished up in the West Indies, in a bank, but with a cathedral appointment as well. 

When Leslie returned I had left the choir, as I'd been sent to Wesley College in the top of the primary (or Prep 
school) to get a flying start on my secondary schooling, and my parents saw the demands of the choir as an 
unwelcome distraction from their investment in my education. But I do have one memory of Leslie's work, and 
that was the effort he put into a performance of Stainer's Crucifixion during the year I served under him. That 
work has been under something of a cloud recently, particularly after the trenchant criticism of the late Kenneth 
Long in his monumental 'Music of the English Church', including the quoted strictures of Stainer himself. 
However, I had the pleasure of hearing it in 1988 on Good Friday in Great St Mary's Church, Cambridge, nearly 
opposite King's College, and I also have a very fine recording of it by the Choir of St John's College in the same 
University. Another significant memory was the memorial service to King George V. I was on holiday in the 
Darling Ranges at the time, and returned to town to sing at this service - the outstanding memory was of 
attempting to force my way through the huge crowd surrounding the Cathedral to get to the old Choir room. 
And then there was the occasion on which we had the whole of a J C Williamson Gilbert and Sullivan Company 
in for an Evensong, when their star, Ivan Menzies, a leader of the Oxford Group Movement (now better known 
as Moral Re-armament) was preacher. But, I must not forget the Evensong to mark the anniversary of the 
Consecration of the Cathedral, at which the preacher drew attention to the presence in the congregation of a 
lady, who, as a girl, had been present at the Consecration itself. 

I therefore lost touch until after the war, at this time I was singing with my local Parish Church Choir (St Mary's, 
South Perth) but would come in to hear the Christmas Nine Lessons Festivals, which then attracted large 
crowds. I would occasionally exchange a few words with him. Then, after my first appointment in the 
Commonwealth Public Service had kept me in the country for 4 years, and I came back to Perth, I renewed my 
acquaintance with the Cathedral. However, I did not immediately rejoin the choir, as I had other responsibilities. 
As a Diocesan Lay Reader, the then Dean (The Very Rev'd John Bell) had set me the task of looking after what 
had originally been a Cathedral mission - St Bartholomew's in East Perth. However I was able to come back for 
the last years of Leslie's 30 years or so of service. We then had progressed to the use of settings occasionally, 
particularly after the beginning of the year choir camp. The ABC in those days broadcast a Cathedral Evensong 
each Friday afternoon, and we took our allotted place in their roster for that series. But the recruitment of the 
boys was an increasing worry. At least the few we had all pulled their weight (a necessity in view of the 
Cathedral acoustics - and we had no 'stuffed surplices' as John Nicholls of Hobart put it.) We got by by the 
device of limiting the upper notes - choosing music to avoid straining the friendship so to speak. It is not always 
necessary or even desirable to stop a boy singing immediately his voice shows signs of breaking, as it often 
happens that he loses notes on the top of his register, and gains them at the bottom at the same time, and that 
was the case here. We avoided in particular chants with high reciting notes and progressively reduced the 
upper pitch to F, E, E flat and so on. That left a problem for Bruce Naylor, but that's another story. 

Leslie set a high standard, and, at times a punishing schedule, but issuing challenges of that sort often 
produces amongst its responses a high degree of loyalty. In that he was certainly successful. That also had an 



most surprisingly in London early in 1988, when being driven from Victoria to Liverpool Street Stations, when 
the taxi man asked me if I were from New Zealand, as I had him puzzled - he though 'Australian' but felt I 
couldn't be, from my speech, and concluded that I must be from New Zealand. 

The other two have to do with his organ playing. One was his habit of starting a quiet improvisation over a 
quietly held pedal point, with which he'd have started. I was reminded of that in Hobart, when John Nicholls, in 
a reminiscent mood referred to his pupilage under the late great Dr A E Floyd. The Doctor, he says, was in the 
habit of coming into the choir vestry before a service, the choir containing several of his students, and asking 
'now which of you gentlemen is going to go upstairs and place a foot upon bottom C sharp?' The other feature 
was his predilection for playing the S S Wesley Choral Song as a closing voluntary, at a fairly deliberate pace. 
One Sunday morning when Fr Laurie Jupp, long time Headmaster of Christ Church Grammar School was 
doing relieving duty in the Cathedral, Dr Swale played this work, as he does very seldom, and Laurie's eyes 
met mine; we conferred afterwards, and both felt strongly reminded of St George's and Leslie Kirke, as we had 
both known them. 

Vale Leslie. 

VI. THE REVEREND BRUCE NAYLOR 

Whilst at Trinity Grammar School, Kew, Victoria, Bruce Naylor won a choral scholarship to St Paul's Cathedral, 
Melbourne, where at that time, Dr A E Floyd was organist and Master of the Choristers. Later, Bruce Naylor 
was a student at Melbourne Grammar School and also studied organ playing with A E Greed. 

After leaving school, he worked for a time as a Record Librarian with Radio Station 3KZ, Melbourne, but 
enlisted with the Royal Australian Army in 1946, subsequently serving with the Occupational Forces in Japan. 

Following his discharge from the Army in 1948, he studied organ playing with E C Burchett, Campbell Ross (Dr 
Floyd's successor at St Paul's Cathedral) and Dr A E H Nickson and also studied at the University of 
Melbourne. He was also organist and choirmaster at St Peter's Church, Eastern Hill, Melbourne, and was in 
charge of the Music Department, Diocesan Book Society, Melbourne. 

He left for England in 1957, having, in the meantime, obtained the Dip Mus from the University of Melbourne. 
Whilst in England he was a full time student (1957-58) at the Royal School of Church Music, Addington Palace, 
Chislehurst. He studied organ playing with Sir William Harris, D Holman and Dr Fox, was in the employ of the 
Music Department of Mowbray and Company, London and Cambridge, held the post of organist of Holy Trinity 
Church, Marylebone Road, London, and later at St Luke's Church, Cambridge. He became ARCM in 1959 and 
in 1960 was Music Master at Soham Grammar School, Cambridge. 

Following his return to Melbourne in 1960, he returned to his previous position at St Peter's Eastern Hill. When 
Bruce Naylor arrived in Perth, on the eve of St Michael and All Angels' Day 1961, to take up the position of 
organist and Master of the Choristers at St George's Cathedral, he was confronted with a situation where 
congregational participation in worship had become the norm, the function of the Cathedral choir being to give 
a lead to the congregation in the singing of Canticles, Psalms, Responses and Hymns at the Sunday services 
of Matins (11am) and Evensong (7.30pm). The choir sang from the Chancel - a difficult position acoustically. 

Although several experiments had been made previously, with moving the choir out to the Crossing, Bruce 
Naylor was the first to appreciate the value of the position under the Nave roof. The Choir moved to the Nave 
some time after Bruce Naylor's commencement at the Cathedral and remained there for the remainder of his 
term. This Nave position also came back into favour at certain times for the services of Choral Evensong. 

Whilst at Addington, Bruce Naylor undertook a special study of Plainsong and introduced to St George's 
Cathedral the Manual of Plainsong, edited by Briggs and Frere and revised and enlarged by Arnold. This 
Manual has been in use ever since. Although it is not now used continually, as it was in Bruce Naylor's day, it 
nevertheless continues to form part of the repertoire. The Manual is particularly useful for 'men only' choral 
services but is sometimes sung by boys and men as well. 

Bruce Naylor re-introduced the singing of anthems, drawing from the great treasure house of English church 
music spanning the period from the 16th century to the 20th century. Frequent use of settings of Canticles 
followed - particularly for Matins. Then followed (in 1963) the practice of singing two services of Evensong on 
one Sunday in the month (winter months only). The first service, commencing at 4.30pm, was an English 
Cathedral style service with choral settings of the Responses and Canticles, and an anthem. The second 
Service, commencing at 7.30pm, was congregational, but also with an anthem included. Bruce Naylor also 
introduced to St George's Cathedral the Procession with Carols upon Advent Sunday, based on the traditional 



(1866-1926), Walford Davies (1869-1941), Vaughan Williams (1872-1958), Bairstow (1874-1946), Martin Shaw 
(1875-1958), Henry Ley (1887-1962), Benjamin Britten (1913-1976), John Joubert (b.1927) 

The above list is indicative of the influence of the Royal School of Church Music which was concerned not only 
with standard of performances but also with repertoire. 

Bruce Naylor built up the number of choir boys and improved not only the standard of singing, but also the 
standard of choral processions. Visits to the country were arranged and the Cathedral choir, under his 
direction, sang at the consecration of the Cathedral of the Holy Cross, Geraldton on 8 March 1964. The choir 
also sang at various suburban Parishes, including St Mary's, South Perth, St Hilda's, North Perth, and St 
Peter's, Victoria Park. Sporting activities were arranged which included football matches against the choirboys 
of St Mary's Cathedral. 

He gave many organ recitals during his term in Perth and also arranged organ recitals in the Cathedral (lunch 
time and evening) by local and visiting organists. Different organists were also invited to play voluntaries after 
Evensong.  

Highlights of his stay in Perth included the visit to Perth in 1962 of the Director of the Royal School of Church 
Music (the late Dr Gerald Knight) and in 1965 of the then Archbishop of Canterbury (the late Lord Ramsay). 

Bruce Naylor was ordained Deacon by Archbishop George Appleton on 13 March 195 and in the same year 
was awarded the Associateship of the Royal School of Church Music (ARSCM) - an Honorary Diploma from 
the Royal School of Church Music 'for past students who have distinguished themselves in their chosen fields.' 

Whilst in Perth, Bruce Naylor played the organ accompaniments for performances of Bach's St Matthew 
Passion and B Minor Mass which were sung by the WA Bach Society conducted by Michael Brimer. He also 
sang with the Perth Madrigal Singers under the direction of the late Mr John Hind. 

Other activities in Perth included examining for the Australian Music Examinations Board, adjudicating for 
musical festivals, writing musical criticisms and conducting a private teaching practice. He was the State 
representative for the Royal School of Church Music and served on the committee of the WA Music Teachers' 
Association and also of the Art Gallery Society and of the ABC subscribers. 

Bruce Naylor resigned from St George's Cathedral in 1967 and went to South Australia. He then studied at the 
University of Adelaide under the late Dr J V Peters from 1968 until 1972, and in 1968 also undertook organ 
studies with the late James Govenlock. He was organist at the Church of the Epiphany, Crafers from 1968 until 
1972. 

He became B Mus in 1968 and M Mus in 1974, his thesis for the higher degree being 'Organ Building in South 
Australia.' Also in 1974, his 'Gazetteer of South Australian Pipe Organs' was published by the Society of 
organists, Melbourne. He was Director of Music at the Wilderness School, Adelaide from 1973 until 1976. 

Following studies at the St Barnabas Theological College, he was ordained Priest in Adelaide on 3 February 
1979. He has occupied his present post of Rector of the Parish of St Agnes, Grange S.A. since 1985 and 
previously served as Chaplain of the Walford Anglican School for Girls, South Australia. 

Father Naylor has contributed material for the 'Australian Dictionary of Biography', is a member of the 
Committee of the Council of the Organ Historical Trust of Australia and is Editor of 'Sesquialtera' - an 
occasional paper for the South Australian Branch of the above Council. 

VII. JAMES BRITON (1968 - 70) 

Born in Sydney, NSW, in 1926, James Briton completed his secondary education at the Hornsby High School, 
NSW. Subsequently he studied for five years at the Sydney Conservatorium of Music during which time he 
gained the Teachers' Diploma in Pianoforte. 

In 1950 he was appointed the first full-time music master of Wolaroi College, NSW, where he remained for six 
years before leaving to continue his studies at the Royal School of Church Music, Addington Palace, England, 
where he studied organ, choir training and church music generally. He became ARCM during this period. 

After returning to Australia he took up appointments in two Queensland schools. The first of these was All 
Souls' School, Chartres Towers, where he was the first full time music master, and three years later he went to 
Southport School, where he was first Director of Music, founding a tradition in choral music which has 



During this time, and for many years afterwards, James Briton took a leading part in the running of the WA 
Branch of the Royal School of Church Music, organising and conducting or accompanying many of the Church 
Festivals, Services and week-end Seminars of the Branch. 

In 1970, James Briton married Miss Lauritta Bartlett who at the time, was a member of the Cathedral 
congregation. 

A qualified teacher of Arts and Crafts, James Briton in 1971 joined the staff of Scotch College, Swanbourne as 
an Arts master and remained there for twelve years. 

After leaving St George's Cathedral he became organist of St Alban's Church, Highgate . He was also organist 
of Wesley College South Perth, where the taking part in the worship of God by accompanying a choir, and at 
times some very vigorous and enthusiastic congregational singing, gave him a tremendous thrill. 

 

VIII. MICHAEL WENTZELL 1970 - 1973 by Peter Mold, former Precentor. 

Fr Michael Wentzell's sudden death at his home in Mount Lawley on 28 April 1973, deprived the Australian 
church of a very great musician as well as a sensitive and colourful priest. 

At the Cathedral and beyond, Fr Wentzell's pastoral concern was well known, especially for individuals, and 
through his leadership of the Companions of St George, part of the lay apostolate at the Cathedral. 

His exceptional gift as a musician of virtuoso ability was widely admired and enjoyed especially by all who 
worshipped at the Cathedral or attended his numerous concerts or heard his regular broadcasts on the 
Australian Broadcasting Commission's radio stations. 

Few other cathedrals or churches in this country or overseas with a choral tradition would have had music so 
good as that made at the services for Holy Week and Easter at St George's, owing to the inspiration and 
professional skill which Michael Wentzell inculcated into the Choir. 

The first signs of his musical talent were noticed when he was a child of tender years. At that time he was able 
to transpose the tune for the National Anthem from key to key quite effortlessly. It was not long before his 
parents had him taught the pianoforte. 

He subsequently studied music under the well known Melbourne teachers Roy Shepherd, the late Norman 
Stringer and Dr A E Nickson, a former organist of the great Commonwealth Catholic Church in the Diocese of 
Melbourne, St Peter's, Eastern Hill. 

For an understanding of his special skill in accompanying the music for the liturgy and for choral work in public 
worship it is to St Peter's, Eastern Hill that one must look. 

Dr A E Floyd, a former organist of St Paul's Cathedral, Melbourne, often referred to St Peter's as 'that popish 
mass house on heresy hill.' So it was to some, but to Fr Wentzell it was very much a home where he learnt that 
very special gift he had of communicating through liturgical music and also where he learnt his religion under Fr 
Farnham Maynard in company with so many other young men of his vintage. 

He was organist and Choirmaster at St Peter's from 1961-1962.  

It was at St Peter's one year at High Mass on Pentecost Sunday that he had a spiritual experience about which 
he once or twice touched upon to his friends. Whatever form it took it certainly deeply effected his desire to 
proceed with preparations for ordination training. It was no doubt a seminal moment in his vocation. 

He took a Bachelor's Degree in Music and Arts respectively at the University of Melbourne and read for 
ordination at St Francis College, Brisbane, and at Trinity College, Melbourne. He was ordained in 1966 and 
served his title at St Faith's Burwood. 

In 1970 while extending his musical experience at Oxford and Paris, (where he was a student of the 
internationally renowned organist and teacher, Marie-Claire Alain and also of Anton Heiller) he was engaged in 
a ministry to undergraduates as a pastoral Chaplain at Magdalen College. 

While Priest-organist at St George's Cathedral he brought the standard of music into line with the best of 
Cathedral music in Australia and indeed often eclipsed the accepted standards and patterns with his love and 



Following so closely upon the glorious music at Easter this year (1973) it seemed impossible to learn, on the 
eve of Low Sunday, that all his gifts of music, personality and culture had abruptly come to an end on earth. It 
is unlikely that the special and individual style which was his alone will be repeated. 

IX. MICHAEL DUDMAN 1973 -1975 

Michael Dudman was born in Sydney in 1938 and educated at Sydney Boy's High School and the New South 
Wales State Conservatorium of Music, Sydney, where he graduated in 1959 with the prize for the most 
distinguished student. He was appointed Director of Music at Sydney Church of England Grammar School in 
1960, but relinquished the position a year later upon the award of the Vasanta Scholarship, with which he 
continued his studies under André Marchal in Paris. In late 1961 he was appointed as assistant organist at Ely 
Cathedral, and in 1964, organist of Grimsby Parish Church. Whilst overseas his concerts included recitals at 
King's College Cambridge and Westminster Abbey. Upon returning to Australia in 1968 he took up the position 
of organist and Master of the Choristers at Newcastle Cathedral, and Lecturer at Newcastle Conservatorium. 

He came to Perth in December 1973, at the invitation of the then Dean of Perth, the Very Reverend John 
Hazlewood, to take up the post of Director of Music at St George's Cathedral and remained at the Cathedral 
until 1975. 

In recent years he has been identified with the development of music in the city of Newcastle, through its 
Conservatorium, of which he was Principal; Christ Church Cathedral, of which he was organist Emeritus; 
Newcastle University, where he was Honorary Foundation organist; and the Australian Broadcasting 
Corporation. 

He made frequent solo and concerto appearances throughout Australia, and recorded for Chartreuse, the ABC 
label, and Festival. Concerto recordings with the Sydney Symphony Orchestra include the Pouleno Concerto in 
G Minor, the Langlais Concerto 111, Reaction, both the Rheinberger concertos, Dupré's Concerto in E minor, 
Symphony for Organ and Orchestra in G Minor and Cortège et Litanie. 

He was made a member of documentary programmes on Australian organs including 'Organs in the Hunter 
Valley' (1973 and 1978), 'Organs of Western Australia' (1975) and in 1985 'Historic Organs of Sydney', a series 
of programmes featuring thirty of Sydney's most important Victorian instruments.  

In 1985 he accepted an invitation to become the first Artist-in-Residence at Sydney Opera House, where from 
June to August he gave a major series of 16 concerti, covering a wide range of the organ repertoire. Following 
this, he made a tour of the United States, recording for the Australian Broadcasting Corporation distinguished 
instruments in New York, Worcester, Boston, Methuen, Baltimore, Saint Paul, Rochester and Honolulu. 

In 1987 he played in most Australian States including appearances as guest soloist at the Melbourne 
International Festival of Organ and Harpsichord. 

He visited Western Australia in 1988, giving a recital at St George's Cathedral on 21 September of that year. 

X. DUDLEY STUART BASTIAN 1976 -1977 Written by Barbara Good, author of 'Served with Joy' - the 
story of the Royal School of Church Music in WA 1956 - 1981 

Born in Mount Lawley, the son of a professional musician and teacher, Richard Bastian, Dudley Stuart Bastian 
was taught theory and harmony by his father. Richard Bastian was one of the founding members of the Music 
Teachers' Association of Western Australia, holding membership for 57 years. He was the person who called 
for the Eisteddford in 1914 and moved the motion in 1923 which led to its inauguration in 1924. He was called 
to adjudicate from time to time. Dudley's mother was also an advanced pianist, having obtained FTCL status at 
the age of 18. At the time of writing, Dudley lives in the house his parents planned as a musician's home, 
having a spacious teaching studio with a pipe organ brought from England. 

Dudley was educated at Perth Boy's High School and Perth Modern School. He first became an organist at St 
Hilda's Anglican Church, North Perth, at the age of 16 under Canon Ralph Hawkins and he has since played 
for every church in Perth possessing a pipe organ. He studied piano under Florence Hodd and organ under E S 
Craft, organist of Wesley Church, Perth. Mr Craft was a hard working member of the W A Music Teachers' 
Association and was the inspiration behind the West Australian Organ Society, being the foundation President. 
Dudley became the first Secretary/Treasurer along with Stanley Brown. He conducted the Paringa Choral 
Society and a number of oratorios in city and suburban churches, also the first performance in WA of Poulenc's 
Organ Concerto with Annette Goerke at the organ. 



choir which was tradition on the Parish Church of North Cray in Kent. His studies in the organ were continued 
under Douglas Hawkridge. Meanwhile he studied composition under the composer Lennox Berkeley. He took 
numerous courses at the time including orchestral conducting, music education and composition. He took 
examinations at the Royal College of organists, completing his FRCO and his Choir Master's Diploma, 
obtaining the John Brook prize for the highest mark out of 25 candidates in the latter. Meanwhile he taught at 
three schools, the last one being Head of the Department of Music, conducting quite a large orchestra of boys. 

Dudley returned to Australia with his wife and children in 1972, and was appointed to Christ Church Grammar 
School, succeeding Andrew Baizley who had returned to England. Dudley was on the spot when planning was 
going ahead for the first National Conference of the Royal School of Church Music to be held in WA. At the 
time, he also held the position of organist/choirmaster of St Andrew's Presbyterian Church, Perth, retaining this 
position up to the time of his Cathedral appointment. No experienced people were found in the State to 
organise the Conference. It was a bold step forward for the growing branch. Father Michael Wentzell was to 
have been the organising Director, but Dudley stepped into his shoes on his resignation and subsequent death. 
The tyranny of distance was no help in organising such a conference in the most isolated state capital in the 
world. The Musical Director of the course, Dr Bernard Rose of Oxford, also had to cancel his visit at very short 
notice and John Bertalot of Blackburn Cathedral stepped in at the last minute. 

At this time, Michael Brimer was a Special Commissioner for the branch, but his move interstate left the 
position vacant. The International Conference for Music Education to be held in Perth in 1974, together with the 
National Conference necessitated the appointment of another qualified person. Here Dudley's arrival in the 
State was timely. His qualifications eminently fitted the role. Thus he became authorised to act on his own 
initiative without the consent of the committee at a time when quick action was essential for success. 

Thus Dudley emerged in 1973 as an energetic organiser within the W A Branch of the Royal School of Church 
Music. John Bertalot once described him as "the place where the buck ends". This energy was to express itself 
in an enthusiastic chairmanship commencing 1974, a post previously held by David Lawe-Davies. During this 
time Dudley gave much encouragement to young musicians and future professionals. At this time he held the 
post of Director of Music at Penrhos College and was to remain in this position for thirteen and a half years. 
After gaining the fine experience of directing a National Conference, Dudley was to direct all annual Junior 
Choristers' Courses up to the time of the second National Conference to be held in WA in 1980. 

A creative thinker, as his father was before him, Dudley enjoyed directing these Junior Choristers' Courses, 
having a particular regard to country centres. This, he thought, brought the encouragement of the wider 
presence of the Royal School of Church Music in the State to isolated choirs struggling with great problems and 
few resources.  

The first was at Northam in 1975, a follow-up to the enthusiasm engendered at the National Conference. This 
served as a surcharger to the newly developed choir training scheme. This was followed by another at 
Geraldton in 1976. 120 choristers attended, reflecting the growing popularity of these courses. In 1977 the 
course located at Albany and quite young enthusiastic choristers starting their training there may now be found 
among the tutors and helpers at courses. Choristers travelled from Geraldton for this course. Locating at 
Bunbury in 1978 many young choristers remember Dudley's penchant for dressing up on the final dormitory 
inspection in the 'star wars' theme. Preparations were set in action immediately on return for the Golden Jubilee 
Celebrations of the Royal School of Church Music. This State celebrated at the Anglican Cathedral of St 
George taking the form of a Sung Eucharist. Dudley conducted a select group of singers who performed J S 
Bach's Ascensiontide Cantata Praise our God who Reigns in Heaven, supported by orchestra, harpsichord and 
organ. A recording was made of this service. 

When Dudley, as chairman, suggested a course at Kalgoorlie in 1979, the committee appeared cautious, but 
such was their acceptance of his drive and initiative, they went along with his proposals. Distance seemed to 
militate against them this time. Had they extended their boundaries too far? There was no need for 
apprehension, as all staff rose to the occasion, cutting down costs due to the high rail fares on the Prospector. 
Parents from Geraldton helped with the cooking and bus driving. Beverley Bastian organised the catering. 

By this time another National Conference became due in this State. Plans must be well in hand at least one 
year prior to the Conference. Dudley chaired the committee for the 1980 Conference. The Course organist was 
David O'Neill, at that time organist and choirmaster of St George's Cathedral. Mrs Judy Reynolds was the 
director of the Junior Course. 

The International Director of the Royal School of Church Music, then Dr Lionel Dakers, came from England to 
be Musical Director. After this Dudley retired from the chairmanship, not to take rest, but to consult on the 



Armidale NSW in 1972, he was organist/choirmaster at three Parish Churches - St John's Maroubra (1963 - 
1966), St Stephen's Bellevue Hill (1967) and St Anne's Strathfield (1968 - 1971). 

David O'Neill gained the L MusA diploma of the Australian Music Examination Board in 1967, the Diploma in 
Music of the NSW Conservatorium of Music in 1968, the FTCL in 1969 and the Diploma in Class Music 
Teaching of Trinity College, London in 1971. He was Music Master at Trinity Preparatory School, Strathfield 
(1968-1970) and at the Marist Brothers High School, Kogarah (1971). 

David O'Neill was appointed organist and Master of the Choristers at St Peter's Cathedral, Armidale in 1972, 
remaining in the position until 1977. He was Director of Music, the Armidale School from 1972 until 1974 and 
again in 1977. From 1972 until 1975 he directed the St Nicholas Consort and was conductor of the Armidale 
City Orchestra from 1973 until 1975. 

During this time David O'Neill gained two English Diplomas - Fellow of the London College of Music (1974) and 
Fellow of the Royal College of Organists (1975). (In 1981 he gained the RCE Diploma in choir training.) He has 
appeared in Organists of Australia and in the Sydney Town Hall Sunday Concerts.  

In 1975 and 1976 he undertook full time studies at the University of New England, Armidale, submitting eleven 
research projects to fulfil the requirements of the Music units in the Bachelor of Arts degree. Four of these 
projects were associated with non-European cultures. He became BA in 1976. 

David O'Neill came to Perth in 1977 to take up the position of Director of Music, St George's Cathedral, 
remaining at the Cathedral until 1983. Organ recitals were given at lunchtimes and evenings at the Cathedral. 
Recitals were also given at Trinity Uniting Church, Perth, at the Academy of Performing Arts and at parish 
churches in metropolitan and country centres. 

In 1979 His Royal Highness Prince Charles visited Perth in connection with the 150th anniversary of the 
foundation of the city and attended St George's Cathedral on the 3rd Sunday in Lent. The Communion setting 
was Wood in the Phrygian Mode and the Communion Motet was Nolo mortem peccatoris by Morley. 

David O'Neill has adjudicated for Eisteddfod's and Festivals for the WA Music Teachers' Association and was 
President of the Association from 1982 until 1984. He was a member of the WA State Committee of the Royal 
School of Church Music (1981-84), conducting Festivals and Workshops for the School and has been a Special 
Commissioner of the RSCM since 1983. 

From 1977 onwards, David O'Neill became actively associated with the Australian Music Examinations Board, 
being appointed Examiner in 1977, Chairman of the Organ Specialist Panel in WA (1980 - 1984), a member of 
the WA Advisory Board (1981 - 1984), a member of the Federal Theory and Musicianship Specialist Panel 
(since 1981) and Chairman of the Theory and Musicianship Examiners' Panel in WA (1981 -1984). He was 
recently involved in the development of the new Theory and Musicianship syllabus. He has conducted Festivals 
and Workshops for the AMEB. 

David O'Neill became M.Mus in Performance of the University of WA in 1980, his thesis 'The Liturgical Role of 
the Organ in Early English Church Music' partially fulfilling the requirements of the award. The other major part 
was the presentation of three public recitals as organ soloist covering a wide portion of organ literature. 

While in WA he appeared with the Perth Sinfonia in organ concerti and (as harpsichordist) undertook continuo 
work with the WA Symphony Orchestra and the Perth Sinfonia. He has also appeared as accompanist with the 
University of WA Choral Society in performances including Bach's St Matthew's Passion and Brahms' Requiem 
and (in 1981) was Artistic Director and Chairman of the Perth Organ and Harpsichord Festival Committee. 

David O'Neill was a Lecturer in Music at the Churchlands College of Advanced Education from 1978 until 1981 
and was Head of the Department of Music, WA Academy of Performing Arts from 1981 until December 1984. 

He joined the Third Order, Society of Saint Francis in 1977 and was professed in April 1981. 

David O'Neill was a student at St John's Theological College, Morpeth NSW from 1985 until 1987, gaining the 
degree of Bachelor of Theology with Honours from the Australian College of Theology in 1987. He was 
ordained Deacon by Alfred, Lord Bishop of Newcastle, on 6 February 1988, subsequently serving as Assistant 
Curate in the Parish of Singleton/Jerry's Plains in the Diocese of Newcastle NSW. He was ordained to the 
priesthood on 26 November 1988. 

Fr O'Neill's compositions include two Masses for congregational use with the Australian Prayer Book, a 



From 1969 until 1973, Lindsay Hutchinson studied at the Secondary Teachers' College, University of 
Melbourne, completing the four year Higher Diploma in Secondary Teaching with distinctions in Music and 
English, but also visited Launceston, Tasmania, in 1972 where he was acting Director of Music, Launceston 
Grammar School, acting organist of St John's Church, Launceston and Director of The Renaissance Singers.  

In March 1973 Lindsay Hutchinson was appointed organist of the Brighton Presbyterian Church and 
conductor/accompanist for the Australian Boys' Choir, remaining in the former position until March 1974 and in 
the latter until June 1975. 

From 1974 until 1976 he was Head of Music, Box Hill Boys' High School, Melbourne, and Lecturer in Music, 
Adult Education. During this period he was organist/choirmaster at St Francis Roman Catholic Pro-Cathedral, 
Melbourne (April 1974 until May 1975) and at St George's Anglican Church, Malvern, Melbourne (June 1975 
until February 1977). In August 1976 he was the winner of the English-Speaking Union of Australia 21st 
Travelling Fellowship. 

In 1977, Lindsay Hutchinson left for England to undertake studies at University College, Durham University 
where, in 1980, he graduated BA with Honours in Music. His organ teacher in England was Alan Thurlow, who 
at the time was Sub-organist at Durham Cathedral and who later became organist of Chichester Cathedral. 
While at university, he was also Assistant Director of Music and Chapel organist, Durham School. In June 
19790 he was the winner of the Rosalind Dickinson University Essay Prize, Durham University.  

After leaving England, Lindsay Hutchinson came to Western Australia to take up the appointment of Director of 
Music, Christ Church Grammar School, Claremont, remaining in the position until the end of 1985. In 1983 he 
was awarded the degree of Master of Letters of the University of New England, Armidale, NSW, his thesis 
being 'The Recitative in the Operas of Lully and Rameau." 

Following the resignation of David O'Neill in 1983, Lindsay Hutchinson was appointed organist and Master of 
the Choristers at St George's Cathedral, where he remained until his departure from WA at the end of 1985. 
His duties at the Cathedral involved conducting choir practices and maintaining the music for the Sunday 
service of Choral Eucharist (10am) and Choral Evensong (5pm) and for special choral services which were 
held at Advent, Christmas, Holy Week, Easter and on other occasions. Other activities involving the Cathedral 
choir included the singing of Christmas carols at Floreat Forum and a Sunday evening visit (in 1985) to St 
Mary's School Chapel, Karrinyup, where Choral Evensong was sung by the choir assisted by senior girls from 
the School. 

While in Western Australia, Lindsay Hutchinson was organist of St Andrew's Church, Subiaco (mid 1981 until 
July 1983), conductor of the Perth Oratorio Choir (1981), a committee member of the WA Branch of the Royal 
School of Church Music (also Special Commissioner from January 1984), a lecturer at the University of WA 
Community Arts Programme, a guest lecturer at the Anglican Institute of Theology, Perth, and a guest lecturer 
at the Junior School Heads' Association of Australia, 1984 Conference, Perth. In January 1982 he was elected 
Member of the Australian College of Education for contribution to music education and was Vice-Chairman of 
the Perth Chapter of the Australian Society for Music Education. 

After leaving WA, Lindsay Hutchinson spent the next two years (1986-1987) in New Zealand where he was 
Director of Music, Christ's College, Christchurch, and also organist of the Chapel of this School. During this 
period he was also a committee member of the Christchurch branch of the Royal School of Church Music, a 
lecturer for music education, Christchurch Symphony Orchestra, a music critic for the Christchurch "Star" 
newspaper, and a committee member of the N Z Choral Federation. 

He returned to Australia to commence duty in January 1988 as Director of Music, The Peninsula School, Mount 
Eliza, Melbourne, and at the same time was appointed organist/choirmaster for St James-the-Less Anglican 
Church, Mount Eliza. 

XIII. GORDON APPLETON 1986 - 1993 

At the age of 14, Gordon Appleton was appointed organist of the parish church of St Chad, Stockton-on-tees, 
England, and since that time has been continuously involved in church music. 

He studied at Christ Church College, Canterbury, where he gained the Teachers' Certificate and Bachelor of 
Education Degree with honours, London University. He has also gained diplomas from the Royal Schools of 
Music and Trinity College, London, and the Archbishop's Certificate in Church Music. At college, he was organ 
scholar and studied the organ in Canterbury Cathedral with the then assistant organists, Stephen Crisp and 
Philip Moore; and choir training with Donald Burrows, the noted Handelian scholar. 



In 1976 he left Jamaica and came to WA to take the post of organist and Master of the Choristers at Guildford 
Grammar School, a position which he held (with an interlude of one year in England) until 1985. During his time 
at Guildford, the choir's reputation grew and a fine tradition of chapel music was maintained. He also trained a 
number of organists at the School, who have subsequently made their mark in the community. At this time, he 
was involved in Choral work outside the School; as director of the WA Independent Schools' choir; chorus 
master for the combined University Choirs performance of Haydn's Creation (1983) and Festival of Perth's 
'Balshazzar's Feast' (1985). During 1984 he directed the University Collegium Musicum choir. He also was a 
regular organist to the University of WA Choral Society. 

He was a strong supporter of the RSCM and was appointed a Special Commissioner in 1984. After 5 years as 
WA Secretary, he was appointed State Chairman in 1988. He directed several residential courses for junior 
choristers which, organised by the RSCM, attracted about 100 children annually. 

In 1986 he was appointed Director of Music at Christ Church Grammar School and organist and Master of the 
Choristers at St George's Cathedral. At that time the School supplied trebles for the Cathedral choir. In 1987 
the Dean and Chapter appointed him as full time Master of the Music at the Cathedral with musical 
responsibilities throughout the Diocese. 

The Cathedral maintained a choir of men and boys with 14 lay clerks and 22 trebles, the boys being drawn 
from a wide geographical area. The full choir sang at every 10am Eucharist and twice each month at 
Evensong. One Evensong was sung by lay clerks and another by the Cathedral Occasional Choir, the latter a 
small mixed-voice choir which specialised in a capella music. 

St George's Sinfonia was formed to accompany orchestral masses which were performed frequently on 
Festival Days. The Cathedral maintained regular lunch time and Sunday afternoon concerts, and became 
recognised as a major centre of the arts in Perth. 

Mr Appleton formed and directed the Diocesan Choir of some 36 singers which rehearsed weekly and sang by 
invitation throughout the Diocese - with the most frequent request being to sing Evensong in various parish 
churches. In February 1988, he directed a choir of 300 school children at a Great Eucharist in the presence of 
the Archbishop of Canterbury. 

 

CENTENARY SERVICE 1988 

"The 15 November 1988 was the centenary of the consecration of the present St George's Cathedral building. 
Measuring about 48 metres from the High Altar to the West door, with the arms of the cross from the North to 
the South transept measuring about 29 metres, it is a small building as far as cathedrals go. However, it bears 
testimony to the faith and perseverance of Anglican residents of Western Australia in the pre-Gold rush period, 
the population of the State in 1888 being approximately 42,000. "An archaeologically 'correct' version of 13th 
century Gothicism with a fine atmospheric interior. The incongruous tower was designed by J J Talbot Hobbs in 
1902 in place of the stylistically appropriate tall spire originally intended by Blacket. The pulpit, font and north 
transept memorial panelling were designed by George Herbert Parry, the architect of Burt Memorial Hall." 
('Looking around Perth' a guide to the architecture of Perth and surrounding towns compiled by Ian Molyneux 
for the Royal Australian Institute of Architects (WA Chapter) 1981). 

The following music was performed at the Centenary Service: Introit: Psalm 122 - Plainsong with Faux 
Bourdons by Sir Sydney NicholsonHymns: All people that on earth do dwell, Ye that know the Lord is gracious, 
Christ is made the sure foundation, O praise ye the Lord.Anthems: I was glad (Parry), I have surely built this 
House (Boyce), The Lord is my Shepherd (Rutter), O clap your hands (Vaughan Williams). 

At a concert on 17 November 1988 Mr Appleton played Handel Organ Concerti and Mozart Epistle Sonatas 
with the WA Arts Orchestra using the new five rank chamber organ, built by Knud Smenge and purchased by 
the Cathedral as a memorial to the late Bishop Cornish, one time Dean of the Cathedral. 

WA Year book for 1890 by Malcolm A C Fraser, Registrar General. 

 
THE CHOIR. 
 
Choirmasters: 
Edward A Vetch (until 1898) Reginald D’arcy-Irvine (1898 – 1908)  Alexander J Leckie (1908-1917) Haydn    K 



Messrs H K Hardwick and A J Leckie, the former gentleman playing the psalms, service and anthem, and the 
latter the hymns and voluntaries. After the service an adjournment was made to the Memorial Hall for a re-
union social. The Archbishop took the chair and in a happy speech recalled many past memories and urged 
those present to bring the claims of the association under the notice of any ex-chorister o the cathedral who 
had not joined the association and get him to do so. 
The Revd E Forster, who was Minor Canon of the Cathedral for five years, eulogized the movement and called 
to mind those ex-choristers who had proceeded to the front, many of whom have made the supreme sacrifice, 
and urged that their memory be honoured at the re-union service on All Saints’ Day. Mr R A Sholl regaled the 
members with some reminiscences of the earliest days of the cathedral and its choir. Mr Leckie outlined some 
suggestions for the future and spoke in appreciative terms of the work the secretary had performed in 
organizing the association. The secretary thanked the cathedral clergy and staff and the members of the 
association generally for the help and encouragement they had given and urged the members to continue to 
render all the assistance possible so that the association might become one of the most useful organizations 
attached to the Cathedral. In the evening an enjoyable programme was contributed by Miss Hill, Messrs 
Hardwick, Leckie, Mayer, Polglase, Wood and J E Andrew, all the items being keenly appreciated. The 
National Anthem brought the re-union to a close. 
 
THE SOLDIERS’ CHAPEL 
 
 
When the Cathedral was built, there was insufficient money to build the ‘Chapter House’ as was intended in the 
original plans. Archbishop Riley and the Chapter decided to use the space as a memorial to those who fought 
in the first World War. Funds were finally in hand at the beginning of 1923 and the chapel was consecrated 
later that year. The Chapel is built of Donnybrook stone and brick. 
 
The window , ‘Nation shall not life up sword…..’was given by Miss Maria M Burgess in memory of Captain 
Maitland Foss and 2nd Lt Henry Foss and Cpl Ernest Foss, her nephews. 
The four windows depicting the four gospel writers were amongst the earliest windows specifically designed for 
the Cathedral, and contrary to popular tradition did not come from another Church. 
The Rood beam across the opening in the Chancel wall came from the old Stirling Market which was taken 
over for the making of munitions in the first World War. It carries the “Cross of Sacrifice” which is an exact 
replica of the crosses used in the cemeteries of France and Belgium. Embossed on the cross is a naked sword, 
and engraved on the beam are the words ‘their name liveth for evermore.’ The walls are lined halfway up with 
polished jarrah panelling; the doors are of carved jarrah and the floor inlaid with jarrah blocks.  The stained 
glass windows show the four Gospel writers and were originally in the first church of St George. 
 
Upon the ledge of the niche rests the Book of Remembrance containing the names of Soldiers who made the 
Supreme Sacrifice. 
 
The wooden cross came from the Flanders battlefield and was rescued from a burning church at Villers 
Bretonneux. It originally marked the common graves of WA officers and men killed during the battle. Between 
the lst and 2nd World Wars it was shipped to Australia and hung in the Anglican Church of St Anne’s, Ryde. A 
former W A member of the 51st Battalion saw it and the cross was brought to the West and dedicated on 
November 11th 1956. (further details on page 15 ) 
 
The chapel also contains a case with the Victoria Cross awarded to Lieutenant C W K Sadlier for his part in the 
conflict at Villers Brettonneux on 24 April 1918 given in 1980 by his widow.(see page 15 ) 
(There is a copper cased Book containing the name of every West Australian Anglican who had been killed in 
the first World War. This was a gift from Archbishop Riley .The case was designed by Mr J W R Linton, Art 
Instructor at the Technical School, Perth, while the book itself was compiled and arranged by Dr J S Battye, 
Librarian of the Perth Public Library. There are 2,343 names inscribed in the book, (another copy is held by the 
Battye Library, Perth.) There were also flags from Pretoria taken by Major Parker and placed in memory of 
those who died in the S African War; colours of the 10th Light Horse .) 
 
The sanctuary lamp was given by Mr and Mrs J O Fisher as a memorial to their son, Pilot Officer O R Fisher 
killed in action December 1941. The stained glass windows show the Evangelists, (the fourth used to be in the 
choir room) and came from the old church of St George. 
 
`The Consecration of the Chapel was performed by the Archbishop on Sunday 7 October 1923 in the 
presence of a large congregation, which included His Excellency the Governor, Sir Francis Newdegate KCMG; 



that within the Chapel was a Book of Remembrance, containing the names of soldiers and sailors from WA 
who died during the war. Unfortunately, it was not a complete list, but was compiled from the lists of casualties 
officially supplied. There were 2,200 names in the book, and already he had been supplied with about 50 
names which had been omitted. He had had a facsimile book compiled, and placed in the cathedral, and he 
would be glad if relatives would let him know if the names of their dead were not inscribed in it. It was very 
fitting, he said, that the Governor should be there that afternoon. The foundation stone of the original cathedral 
had been laid by Sir John Hutt, the then Governor, in 1841. The foundation stone of the present Cathedral was 
laid in 1880 by another Governor (Sir William Robinson) and the King himself had unveiled the South African 
Soldiers’ Memorial. He was deeply grateful to Sir Talbot Hobbs for the sympathetic care he had taken in 
supervising the building of the Chapel, to the contractor (Mr C W Arnott) and to the workmen engaged in its 
construction. 
Prayers were then offered, the words of Consecration uttered, and the Deed of Consecration read by the 
Registrar, and after the singing of Kipling’s Processional Hymn, His Excellency the Governor, accompanied by 
his Staff and Major-General Sir Talbot Hobbs and his Staff, the Naval Commandant, Representatives of 
Regiments and the President of the RSL were escorted by Mr Clifton, Mr Townley and the Archbishop, 
attended by his Secretary, Registrar and Chaplains, to the Chapel and there unveiled the Memorial. 
Following the unveiling of the Memorial, the “Last Post’ and ‘Reveille’ were sounded and His Excellency, 
advancing to the Chancel steps, addressed the congregation as follows: ‘In times of peace all over the world 
noble edifices of religion are erected to God as thank-offerings for mercies received, and as holy places where 
people can testify to what is in their hearts by attending services of worship. In WA, with a far smaller 
population then than the State now possesses, some years ago members of the church of England erected this 
noble Cathedral where, Sunday after Sunday, it is the privilege of so many of us to worship. When someone 
most dear to us passes away, the impulse in all our hearts is to raise a memorial, if possible, in the place where 
we worship. What strikes the newcomer in this cathedral, after surveying the beautiful building itself, is the 
splendid Memorial Hall, erected in the precincts, to two gallant young soldiers of one family who lost their lives 
when doing their duty nobly. Inside the Cathedral the memorial tablets to soldiers who have given their lives to 
their King and country, present a record of never failing interest an admiration. In the future, whoever visits this 
Cathedral will see, in addition, the beautiful Chapel which has today been consecrated with every solemnity 
and honour that can be offered to the memory of the soldiers of the Anglican Church who fell in the Great War. 
Whoever, in the future, approaches the Holy Table to take part in the most solemn rite of the Church, will, for 
always, be reminded of those who fearlessly fell for the cause they considered right. To communicants the 
existence of this memorial is bound to be a help in their endeavours to do their duty, whatever that duty may 
be. Men of the Church of England, headed by the Archbishop, himself the head of the Church to which we 
belong, flocked in their many hundreds to obey this call. The women of this country, by nursing and hospital 
and comforts work, and by keeping the homes fires burning – heavy though their hearts might be – most nobly 
and unflinchingly did their part. The sacrifice to duty undergone by these men and women will be unforgettable, 
in days to come, when our population has increased in proportion to the geographical greatness of the country. 
By God’s Providence many gallant sailors and soldiers returned to their homes in safety; some never to be the 
same men in health as when they left these shores to go to the front – so many thousand of miles away. What 
can be more appropriate than that this memorial to those who have not come back to us should be a part of the 
fabric of this noble Cathedral? To the young this memorial will be an incentive to go higher and still higher in 
their conception of duty – of duty owed by us to Almighty God, the Protector of us all, and then, to our fellow 
men and women, who with ourselves, can exist in peace and prosperity and welfare if high ideals exist among 
us. To those whose belongings took part in the Great War this memorial stands on record as a testimony of 
love and affection and gratitude. May the pride which we feel in the deeds of our sailors and soldiers, always 
with thanks to Almighty God for giving us the victory, act as some alleviation to wounds which never can be 
healed. May I be permitted to offer my humble thanks for the invitation given to me, as representing His 
Majesty the King, to take part in this most impressive ceremony in this Cathedral, and thereby, been able to 
testify to the respect, appreciation and gratitude which I know the King feels for those who fell, and to the 
sympathy he feels for their belongings.’ 
Major Arthur Sweetapple, formerly adjutant of the 10th Light Horse Regiment, then asked the Archbishop to 
accept the regimental banner to be placed in the Chapel for safe keeping. His Grace, receiving the banner from 
Mr J Everington, formerly Regimental Sergeant-Major of the 10th Light Horse, recalled the fact that he had 
presented the banner originally to Mr Everington at the Rockingham camp; 
The service concluded with the singing of the hymn ‘Lead Kindly Light’, the blessing, and the National Anthem. 
At Evensong the same evening, His grace the Archbishop spoke of the history of the cathedral till its 
completion that day, and referred with gratitude to those who had helped in making the Chapel possible, and 
hoped others would subscribe to enable the remaining debt to be liquidated and to provide furniture. “The 
chapel”, he said, “is in the quiet north-east corner and there the Book of remembrance will be kept. That 
appears to me to be symbolic of what is happening. In the quiet recesses of the people’s minds the names of 



 
The Memorial Cross: Erected to the memory of the officers, NCO’s and men of the 51st Battalion AIF 
who fell in the counter attack at VILLERS BRETONNEUX  24 -25th April 1918......   
such is the inscription on a wooden cross that was erected about 2 weeks following one of the most successful 
counter-attacks during the 1914-1918 war and which after a period of 38 years was re-dedicated in this 
Cathedral on Remembrance Day, 1956, before the largest parade of ex-members of the 51st Batt.AIF, since 
the Battalion was disbanded during the early days of 1919. 
Following the withdrawal of the AIF from Gallipoli and the creation of the 4th Australian Division, the 11th B and 
its reinforcements, which consisted of personnel entirely from WA, was divided into 2 units, one half continuing 
as the 11th, and the other half forming a new Battalion, the 51st, which became one of the 4 Infantry Battalions 
forming the 13th Brigade. Until the Armistice was signed, the strength of the Battalion was maintained by 11 re-
inforcements, each of a strength of 152 and all from WA. 
Although there is no official record of the total personnel passing through its ranks, it has been estimated that 
the number would be in the vicinity of 3,000 men, of whom it is known that 665 were killed in action, 202 died of 
wounds, 1604 were wounded in action, and 89 taken prisoner of war, the total number of casualties numbering 
2,560. 
The Battalion, as a unit of the 4th Aust. Division, was engaged in France and Belgium continuously in the 
operations of that Division at Fleurbaix, Poziers, Mouquet Farm, St Elol and the Flers Sector during 1916. The 
operations in the latter sector extended well into 1917, and together with activities at Noreuil, Bullecourt, 
Messines, Ploegstreet, Polygon Wood, Passchendale and Moislains constituted a very full year. 1918 saw the 
Battalion at Hill 60, Bresle, Dernancourt, Corbie, Villers Bretonneux, Sailly-le-Sac, Hamel, Domart, Chippily 
Spur, Hindenburg Line, and in the advances to Bray from Gressaire and from Peronne to Harbonnieres. 
The Battalion in March 1918 was at its best as regards numbers and morale. Dr Bean in the ‘Official History of 
the AIF’ records that ‘he passed at Norelles our 51st Battalion, very strong numerically and looking grand,’ and 
that ‘the 13th Brigade, including the 51st, contained a large number of young recruits recently received, but 
marching full of confidence, helmets cocked and cigarettes in mouth.’ 
Then a month later came the historic counter-attack at Villers-Bretonneux on the evening of the 24, 25 April 
1918, an attack says the official historian ‘that brought great fame to the Australian Infantry - before sunrise this 
cold, clean stroke had relieved the Allies from the anxious situation existing at sunset, the swiftness and finality 
of the decision which it imposed, and the success attained here caused it to be cited as the most impressive 
operation of its kind on the Western Front’. It is well known that this counter-attack effectively halted any further 
westerly advance of the enemy. 
Such successes unfortunately can only be gained at great expense in human lives. On the morning of 24 April, 
the ration strength of the Battalion was 844, and the casualties were 43.2% of that number, or 365. 
No wonder therefore that the survivors saw fit to erect a wooden cross at a spot near to where this large 
number of West Australians paid the supreme sacrifice. The cross was made by Horatio Julian, from such 
timbers (mainly spruce) as were available in a nearby village named Blangy Tronville. It was painted by Walter 
Rich, was transported to the scene of its erection by Joseph Tunnercliffe MM; Chaplain Donald Blackwood MC 
conducted the Service; the Commanding Officer Lieut.Colonel Robert Christie DSO had previously selected the 
site, and marked it with a stick. The Cross was erected at this spot by a working party from the Battalion under 
the command of Lieut. Reginald Wood. The Cross remained on this original site until the establishment of the 
Aust War Cemetery at Villers Bretonneux. 
Due no doubt to the excellent state of preservation, and the great sentiment attached to the Cross, when the 
Australian War Cemetery was established the Aust War Memorial arranged for the Cross to be sent to 
Australia. The Cross was offered to and accepted by a Citizen Force Militia Regiment and actually handed over 
to the 30/51st Infantry Regiment at a Ceremonial Parade at Liverpool Camp NSW on Sunday 24 September 
1933. 
In the following year the Cross was placed in St Anne’s Church, Ryde, being the headquarters of the Militia 
Unit. Some years later the Association of Ex-members of the 51st heard of this action, and being of the opinion 
that the Cross should be located in Perth commenced negotiations for its transfer. The success of these 
approaches was largely due to the persistence and devoted efforts of Reg Wood, the then Secretary of the 
Association - the same Lieut Wood who had officiated at the erection of the Cross at V.B. 
So the Cross came to its final home and resting place in the Cathedral situated in the Capital City of the State 
from which the men came. 
It is noted that Chaplain Blackwood, who dedicated the Cross originally, had retired to Tasmania, after serving 
many years as Bishop of Gippsland - came to Perth to rededicate the Cross on Remembrance Day 1956. 
The Cross rests in the Memorial Chapel as a token of Remembrance and provides an opportunity for relatives 
and friends of the deceased at any time, and for the Association at appropriate times, to pay tribute at the 
Cross, originally erected on the ground in which their loved ones and their comrades were laid to rest. 
We will remember them. 



helped by Stokes, they attacked the machine guns. This small band of men, civilian butchers, bakers and the 
rest, captured two of the machine guns. It was an act of almost crazy courage. But more was to follow. Sadlier, 
alone, took a third machine gun before being wounded again. This time Stokes led him to the safety of his own 
lines. Knowing what went before, it seems a matter of course that Stokes then went on with a few men and 
silenced every German gun, leading to a great advance for the Allied troops.  These two men survived the 
nightmare of that war and returned to WA both settling in Subiaco.  
 
THE CRYPT. 
 
Built in 1981 -  previously ashes were interred under the altar in the Soldiers’ Chapel  -  Archbishops Moline 
and Sambell were originally placed there. These were moved into the Crypt along with ashes unknown! 
Prior to 1991 records were rather haphazard, but since then an attempt has been made to ensure the names of 
those interred are remembered in plaques placed around the wall. 
Those interred there (up to October 2003) with plaques,  are: 
Archbishops Robert Moline, Geoffrey Sambell, Canon Wilfred Henn, Bishop Brian Macdonald 
Charles and Edith Donald (parents of Fr Andrew Donald) Edith Martin (sister of same) Mr A Owen Howes and 
Mrs Kath Howes (parents of Tony Howes) Cecil Walton, Gwynneth  and Edgar Fletcher, John Hollingworth, 
Margaret Bartlett, Benjamin and Rene Van Rooyen, Dr Harold Storm, Jewel Leinster-Mackay, Lilian Evensen, 
Billie Williams, Ernest and Linda Yeo, Caitlin Reid Lester, George Newman, 
 
Others interred are Helen Northrop, William and  Eva Mold, Hilda Walsh, Nicholas, Ronald and Phoebe Searcy, 
Elsie Dobson, Rubina, Ian, and Adrian Ottley, Malcolm Adam, Marjorie Mackenzie, Marwood and Estlin 
Kingsmill, Vincent and Els Nyeholt, Katherine Lim, Rhona Buttrose, Patricia Baker, Marion Banks, Hinda 
Bowra, Jolyon Glover, Alan Gibbs, Victoria Harvey-Roberts, Harold  Jones, Alice Marina, Ethel Marshall, Joan 
Mortimer, Marie O’Connor, Robert and Judith Pittard, Canon Wilfred Painter, Vivian Rushall, George Ratcliffe, 
Edith Robertson, James Robinson, Walter Surman,  Olivia Scopa, Benedict Sibley, Cissie Wood, Edna Worley 
 
(as at Oct 24 2003: 65) 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION;    Home of the Good Shepherd …Pier Street…blessed by the Anglican Bishop of 
Perth, December 4, 1896. Home of rest for the dying and incurable; in charge of Sister Charlotte, assisted by 
Sisters Ellen and Emily. The institution is open to all denominations….two wards containing three beds. The 
beds are patent Simpson bedstead, so that by the removal of the top railing the bottom portion can be easily 
carried about with the patient on it.In this way the patient who may not be able to wall could be moved to the 
outside verandah, and enjoy the sunshine.  
 
Perth Gazette October 17, 1862…On Monday last a Vestry Meeting was held…to assess the pew rents, both 
as regards the proposed pews in the new portion and those already existing.  Mr William Knight stated that the 
rents had been originally fixed at three pounds, but were subsequently reduced to two pounds and thirty 
shillings. These amounts were certainly too low. Whenever anything was required, such as chandeliers etc the 
expense fell upon the individuals instead of upon the congregation in general. Then, our Clergyman was no 
doubt greatly under-paid. He received only 300 pounds a year whilst the clergyman at Fremantle received more 
than that. (Note…Rev’d Joyce Polson, Assoc Priest, when she began in the Diocese in 1954 as a Deaconess 
was also paid 300 pounds a year (no house however)!) But this was not the meeting at which any increase to 
his salary was to be considered. They were there only to provide funds for general purposes….after some 
further observations, Mr Knight moved that an additional chare of two shillings per sitting be imposed upon the 
existing pews (except those near the entrance which would remain at their present rent) thus making the rental 
two pounds ten shillings. Mr Landor, in seconding the motion, said that the only change proposed was to 
equalize the rate – to make all the sittings, except those referred to by Mr Knight, and the free sittings, ten 
shillings each. They would of course require to be told the reason why the increase was sought to be made.  
This would be expended first in providing a fund for repairs and expenses, say 50 pounds, a sinking fund of 50 
pounds to discharge the probable debt for the new building, and for interest etc, 25 pounds.  There would then 
remain an annual balance which he hoped would, at the Easter Meeting be placed at the disposal of the 
Incumbent as an increase to his salary.  
 
A few items from the minutes of early Chapter meetings are worthy of mention. The first chapter meeting was 
held at Bishop’s House on 24 November 1904. The minutes held on 1 June 1906 list the following stipends and 
salaries: Dean 500 pounds per annum, curate 200, Organist 160, Verger 120, Organ Blower, 18, Organ Tuner 
25, Choir Men 24, Choir Boys 40, Bell Ringers 3.60 per month.  
 



Two days after arriving in Perth (21 December 1873) at age of 19, he wrote to his mother “I have been twice to 
church today. I do not quite like the singing; it is too quick but I suppose I will get accustomed to it.” A further 
letter from Clifton to his mother “I did not go to church this morning. I am sorry to say I find but little pleasure in 
attending church now. It seems, as Mr Gardiner said in his sermon last Sunday, as if people only want to 
criticize the music, the reading or the sermon, and overlook those benefits that they should strive to derive from 
the sermon, reading or music. Though I have a good deal got over the astonishment I first felt at the careless, 
inattentive behaviour of most people in church, I have never become quite reconciled to it, and prefer spending 
the day quietly reading at home.” 
Although a member of a staunch Anglican family for whom regular church attendance was an unquestioned 
obligation, Clifton was not confirmed until the age of 47 years. Shortly before he became a member of the St 
George’s Vestry, Clifton was confirmed on 14 November 1901 by Bishop C O L Riley in the chapel of Bishop’s 
House.  
It is important to realize that throughout the whole of Clifton’s life the Sunday worship pattern in most Anglican 
churches was quite different from today. The ‘holy hour of 11 o’clock’ was a choral Morning Prayer (Mattins) 
with a eucharist following once a month for those who wished top remain. There would have been a Eucharist 
each Sunday at an earlier hour with a small congregation compared with the 11am service. 
In December 1875 Clifton started work on the first of his 5 pipe organs, at the same month that the pipe organ 
was installed in the original Cathedral.  A wooden screen in the South transept (originally under the organ 
pipes) was in ‘loving memory of Mary Rose Cecil Davies; the upper portion of this screen was erected by her 
grandfather R Cecil Clifton 1914’. That upper portion was designed and carved by Clifton himself. Mary Rose 
was the eldest of Clifton’s 34 grandchildren…she died tragically just two weeks after her first birthday. Soon 
after the screen was erected and dedicated the celebrated Australian operatic soprano Dame Nellie Melba was 
visiting Perth. During a visit to the Cathedral she was so impressed with Clifton’s hand-carved panel that she 
then went across Cathedral Avenue to the Lands Department to offer her personal congratulations to him.  
The second bishop of Perth, Henry Hutton Parry, by his second marriage to Mary Susanna Leake, was Clifton’s 
brother-in-law ,and officiated at the marriage of Cecil and Rose Louisa in the Cathedral. Clifton’s wife’s brother 
and sisters, the children of George Walpole Leake, QC, were married there as were five of his own children, 
and all his 11 children were baptized and confirmed in St George’s. Clifton and his wife were both buried from 
the cathedral.  
When the Chapter, was constituted under the Cathedral Statute in 1904, Clifton was elected a foundation 
member, by the Cathedral Parish Vestry, which was replaced by the Chapter, and of which Clifton had been a 
member for some time. Throughout the 26 years that he was on the Chapter, Clifton was its Secretary, being 
re-appointed annually without opposition. During the same period 5 others held the post of Treasurer, the first 
being Mr Oct Burt. As Chapter Secretary Clifton filled almost 5 minutes books, each containing about 185 
foolscap pagers, in his copper-plate writing. The only ‘foreign hand’ to be found in the books over those years 
was in 191`2 when Clifton was on sick leave for a few months with facial paralysis.  
 
CROSSES: 
 
Westminster Cross is at the top of the Governor’s Steps on the south side; it was presented to the people of 
Western Australia in recognition of their contribution towards restoration of Westminster Abbey. This cross was 
removed from the Abbey because it did not fit in with the restoration plans of the architect. It was unveiled on 
October 7th 1981 by H R H The Duke of Edinburgh 
Canterbury Cross: the Latin inscription reads “the Cross is a copy of one made in the 8th century.” It is set in 
stone taken from the walls of Christ Church Canterbury. As the emblem of salvation and earnest of friendships 
it was given to this Cathedral by the Friends’ of Canterbury Cathedral, 1935. 
Processional Cross is a silver cross given as a memorial to the Rt Rev’d Frederick Goldsmith, Dean of Perth 
from 1886 to 1904 and Bishop of Bunbury 1904-1917. 
A second processional cross is a memorial to Sir James and Lady Lee-Steere. Sir James was the first Speaker 
in the House of Assembly in the WA Parliament. 
 
Alongside the organ loft and forming a wall between it and the South transept is a wooden screen, the two 
portions of which stand in marked contrast because of their differing designs. A tablet nearby attributes the 
erection of the upper portion of the screen to R Cecil Clifton., who designed and carved the screen in 1914. It is 
a memorial to his granddaughter Mary Rose Cecil Davies. The lower portion of the screen was executed by I H 
Blackbury. 
 
Hymn and Psalm Boards were given in 1918 by R C Clifton 
 
Communion Vessels: a silver ciborium given by the Bishop of the North West, the  Rt Rev’d Frewer, in 



killed in action 2.4.1917 (after 14 months service). Keith Murray 24 years (married.) Killed in Action after 3 
years at the front. Someone had sent these three a white feather!!!! 
 
 
Vestment Chest given in 1950 in memory of one buried in East Perth Cemetery. 
2 Georgian Candlesticks given in 1978 by Mr Pittard Snr for St Saviour’s Chapel. 
Memorial Book for Crypt given by B and J Pengelly in 1983  
Years’ Mind Book given in 1983 
An Altar Service Book was given by D C Duncan in 1964. 
Harpsichord in memory of A W Buttrose  
Silver Baptismal Shell given by Marwood Kingsmill in memory of father.  
 
Alms Dish by S Andrews 
1919 3 sanctuary Faldstools given by Governor and Lady Ellison Macartney in memory of daughter. Memorial 
tablets to Lt W & F Burges, Capt C , Lt H, Cpl E Foss. 
1920/21 memorial tablets for Lt C Harper (killed at Vimy) C W Parsons (killed at Flers) and Clyde Kenworthy. 
Also memorial window in Sth transept for Gunner Parker and M A Parker. 
1922 Brass tablet in south transept for Cpl R O’Connor 
1923 Memorial Tablet to Mr W Hope. Cottage for verger built adjoining School room. Funds to complete 
memorial Chapel in hand, work nearing completion.  Reconstruction of organ 
1924 - Soldiers’ Chapel completed..built on foundations laid 32 years ago for Chapter House; tablet in niche on 
west side; on shelf is bookrest holding chained to it Book of Remembrance...the book casket of wrought 
copper; typed copy of book on bracket on east wall. Colours of 10th Light Horse committed; also flag from 
Pretoria taken by Major Parker placed in memory of those who died in South Africa. 
Windows of 4 evangelists are from the old cathedral. 
 
1925 – GFS gave carved Jarrah prayer desk for Soldiers’Chapel 
 
1926 Altar Cross given by present/past students of St John’s College in memory of students killed.  Priest’s 
chair given by Mrs Foster in memory of Dean Foster. Tablet given in memory of D W Carnegie 
 
1927 Brass tablets in memory of Dean Foster, Sir W Hackett, Sir W Loton, Hon Septimus Burt, Dr R 
Merryweather. Pair brass candlesticks for High Altar given in memory of Dean Foster. 
Crypt below Soldiers’ Chapel set apart for use of Toc H. Altar cross in memory of A Kirton; 2 candlesticks in 
memory of W Morton and J Strickland; pair vases in memory of C & J Macarthur; altar a gift from the 
Archbishop; Pews from St John’s Perth. Harmonium used by 10th Light horse in Palestine; Service book given 
by priests of Diocese of Perth 
1928  Reconstructed Organ...a new stop of 61 pipes in South transept 
Windows in memory of Dean Foster in North Transept (Christ blessing the children; healing the sick) 
King’s banner of SA Soldiers placed in Soldiers’ Chapel 
1964/5 Sanctuary lamp in memory of Archbishop Le Fanu ...silver ciborium in memory of Archdeacon Parry; 
Altar Service Book in memory of Donald Charles Duncan 
1970 Wrought iron stand for Paschal Candle (gift of Friends). Painting of Holy Family...Marjorie Burton 
Memorial; St George (from Oberammagau) given by Friends; Crib figures 
1972 Talk of Demolishing Deanery 
1973 suggested that font cover be designed by WAIT students; Sanctuary bells given by Friends. 
Crucifix in memory of Michael Wenztel;  
1975 Icon given by Mrs Mann. Aumbry re-located in Soldiers’ Chapel. Tree of Life (19th of 50 prints ) given by 
Friends...Votive candle stand given 
1976 Ken Colbung wanted name ‘KOORRARREE’ given to Cathedral site...Dean talked about some suitable 
memorial tablet. 
1977 St Saviour’s Chapel renovated; 2 chalices given one in memory of H Tindal, Chancellor; the other in 
memory of Brenda Sukias for use in St Saviour’s.  
1978 2 Georgian Candlesticks (Brass) in memory of Mr Pittard Snr given by Mrs Pittard 
Floral stands of wrought iron given by Mr Lancelot Andrews in memory of his parents; Font cover given by Mrs 
M Vise in memory of her family (Baptismal window is in memory of her father)...1710 Prayer Book given by Mr 
B Honisett, former verger. 
Perth City council gave $2000 for front lawn reticulation (cathedral) 
1979 October- furniture given by Guards’ Association. December,  Victoria Cross was  given. 
1980..August  ..Florentine crucifix arrived...in memory of Fr. Wenzel (Friends); Soldiers’ Chapel: celebrant’s 



1986 – Ranford Bible…given by Miss Muriel Watts; 1 set of green vestments (Friends); Lamp,Mrs Harvey-
Roberts; 1 jarrah Flower stand – Miss R Denny 
1988/89 –Icon – given by Mrs M Yells;  St George’s Banner – Assoc of Friends 

Baptismal Shell – given by Mr Marwood Kingsmill 242 New English Hymnals…gift from the Assoc of 
Friends;   Altar Panel green)…Cathedral Women’s Fellowship 

1990...Icon of St George given by Marice Sariola 
COLOURS AND ENSIGNS....Soldiers’ Chapel....RAAF 1.7.1998; SAS 22.4.1998;  Vietnam Veterans 8.8.1999; 
Dunkirk Veteran’s Assoc. 28.5.2000; Korean S E Veterans’ Assoc 25.6.2000; Guards’ Assoc WA; RAN Union 
Flag; Guidon Staff 18th Aust Light Horse 1904. (when disbanded given to 10th Light Horse....was presented by 
the King to the regiment (18th) in recognition of services in Sth Africa)Order of St Lazarus Jan 2001 
PLAQUES....Airborne Forces 1.7.200; HMAS Perth 21.11.2000.  Vivienne Bullwinkle; Palestine Police;  
 
Two Brass Vases given by the Dutch School children in 1946. In January/February 1942, 490 students and 
children from the Dutch East Indies were sent from Batavia to Holland for education. The Germans had 
occupied Holland and the ship was diverted to Fremantle and the Anglican church organized accommodation 
and schooling. The ship was the Castile Felici (or Castle Felici) In 1946 the parents of the children reimbursed 
the Anglican church for expenses incurred. In addition, a substantial financial contribution was made to the 
church. The two brass vases were part of that contribution. (Charles James Kenneison) 
 
PICTURES: The Madonna .a gift from the Friends of the Cathedral, painted by Robert Dickerson, an Australian 
artist (1974) 
The Holy Family, a memorial to Marjorie Burton who worked for nine years in the outback from a caravan 
provided by the Girls’ Friendly Society. An Arthur Murch painting (1970).gift from GFS 
 
STATUE OF ST GEORGE. The carving was purchased from Oberammergau in 1970 and is a gift from the 
Friends of the Cathedral. 
 
Near the Canterbury Cross is a small square of wood, which came from the jarrah tree under which the first 
Church of England service was held in W.A. The same jarrah tree later became the belfry of the ‘bullrush 
Church’. 
 
Bishop’s Throne: carved and canopied seat is fashioned in jarrah and is a memorial to Perth’s first two 
bishops. The Diocesan Arms are positioned in front of the canopy.  
Chancellor’s Stall...together with the Archdeacons and Canons stalls this is typical of Church furniture of the 
past. The Chancellor’s seat was given to the Cathedral by Sir John Winthrop Hackett. As a memorial to him, a 
brass plate has been affixed to it by his friend Archbishop Riley. 
Bishops’ Chairs...these more modern chairs with their red cushions are a memorial to Perth’s third 
Archbishop, the Most Reverend Robert Moline. 
The X chair, is a beautifully carved 19th century chair given by Guy Hampton in memory of his wife Marion. 
The actual carving was executed by his Mother, Emma Hampton. 
Jarrah Block set into the wall near the Canterbury Cross in the South Transept is a small square of wood 
which came from the Jarrah tree under which the first Anglican service was held in 1829. Timber from the same 
tree later became the belfry of Perth’s first church. 
Votive candle stand gift of Mrs Bodycoat in 1975 (removed by order of Archbishop 1976) restored in the 
1980’s 
 
Mulberry trees removed in 1938...some used for altar now in the North Transept; a memorial tablet on the altar 
states that the trees were planted by J B Wittenoom. 
 
BANNERS; Mothers’ Union...given in appreciation of work of  Mrs Cecil Andrews, Diocesan Secretary 1918 to 
1927, President 1927 to 1929. Cathedral MU Banner...semi-precious stone had been in the episcopal ring of 
Bishop Knight of Bunbury...received by Dean John Bell February 1956.  Made by Melbourne man. 
St George...given by Friends Assoc. Penny Whitchurch spent 15 months researching, designing and making 
this banner. Completed February 1988. Penny combined modern and traditional embroidery techniques 
including iron-on transfers, appliqué and embroidery. Penny found her inspiration from shqpes and colours in 
the cathedral and the works of 11th and 15th Century artists.  “I used the patterns of the wrought iron in the 
church on the banner. The blue of the sky is the same as the blue enamelling in the wrought iron gates behind 
the nave altar. The horse is based on an 11th Century Ethiopian image of St George and the dragon.  I used the 
curved layout and filigree borders used by the 15th century painter Jean De Berry.’  
 



wrangling and strife occupied the places of peace and humility. The Committee merit every commendation for 
their active and lively zeal in promoting this work; and when we consider the few numbers who comprise our 
population, it is a matter of surprise as well as congratulation, that we have been enabled to erect so extensive 
and substantial an edifice in our metropolis. The design is chaste, but being originally planned by an amateur, 
an inexperienced person, it is more to be commended for solidity than for ornamental display. We are not 
aware that it belongs to any particular order of architecture; however, on the whole the effect is pleasing. The 
only ornament in the interior of the building is the stained glass window in the recess appropriated by the 
Communion table. The pulpit and reading desk are merely temporary erections, covered with cloth; but to the 
end that the Trustees may be enabled to complete the requisite interior embellishments, a subscription was 
raised at the conclusion of the service which amounted to the sum of 78 pounds and some odd shillings. The 
Choir, ably conducted, so we read, and supported by a number of amateur singers and instrumentalist, sang 
Handel’s ‘Lift up your heads, O ye gates’ before the service, Aldridge’s ‘Te Deum’, Beatty’s ‘Jubilate’; an 
anthem by Stephani before the Communion Service, and one by Croft before the Sermon. The ‘piece de 
resistance’ came after the collection, when Handel’s ‘Hallelujah Chorus’ was sung. It was a heavy programme 
for the musicians! 
 
 
 
Extracts from  Central Govt Precinct Conservation PLAN>>>Vol 1 & 2  Hocking Lovell & Assoc.1955 
The Precinct:  the site is also of historical & social significance encapsulating the intertwining of the C of E with, 
and its influence on, the governing of the colony. Being at the centre of Perth’s colonial administration, the site 
attracted the C of E to the heart of Perth’s official activity in 1845.  With the C of E being the official church of 
the colony, the area around the cathedral effectively became the village green. The symbolic and once close 
social association of St George’s Cathedral and Government House, directly across St George’s Tce and the 
nearby Weld Club served to illustrate the legitimacy of the Perth Establishment which is visually concentrated 
on and around the site. 
 
The Deanery: a two storey rendered  brick building constructed in 1859, has been the home of many of Perth’s 
most senior Anglican clergymen, being built for the first Dean of Perth, the Reverend George Purves Pownall 
who is thought to have had input into the design which was by notable architect Richard Roach Jewell. It is a 
competent example of patternbook design and is an excellent example of the Rural Gothic style of the cottage 
orne which while more common in NSW and Vic is unique in Perth and probably Western Australia. It is a 
significant example of restrained Gothic design favoured by Pugin and the Camden Society of which Dean 
Pownall was a member. It is also an important example of convict workmanship. 
Being set in a garden and sited in St George’s Tce it is a significant and distinctive landmark. The Gothic 
character of the Deanery relates to Burt Hall and St George’s Cathedral and St Andrew’s Church, all of which 
are adjacent along the terrace. Its location close to the church, now cathedral, is typical of traditional Anglican 
precinct planning. 
 
The Deanery is significant as one of the earliest remaining buildings in the City of Perth and probably is the 
oldest house. It is the only house apart from Government House still remaining in St George’s Tce which was 
once the residential as well as commercial and social, domain of Perth’s wealthiest citizens. 
 
St George’s Cathedral: designed by notable Sydney architect Edmund Blacket, was built between 1879 and 
1888 for the Perth Diocese of the C of E. It is a vaulted brick, limestone and jarrah timber church in the 
Victorian Academic Gothic style. The Victorian Tudor belltower is an addition designed by Perth architect J 
Talbot Hobbs and constructed in 1902. The Soldiers’ Memorial Chapel was added in lieu of a chapter house, in 
1919 at the behest of Archbishop Riley. 
 
The Cathedral is strategically located on the corner of St George’s Tce and Cathedral Ave in the centre of 
Perth and forms a landmark along St George’s Tec. The present juxtaposition of the site in relation to Perth’s 
Central Govt Offices and the Town Hall is significant as in the 1830’s the site was consciously chosen by the 
Reverend Wittenoom as being central to the settlement and therefore close to the centre of government which 
was then manifested in the military cantonment. Subsequently the C of E enjoyed a special relationship with 
the government and occupied a privilege position which it enjoyed for many years. 
 
At the time of its construction in 1879 the building of St George’s Cathedral was a remarkably large and 
sophisticated project to be undertaken by such a small community as was then in Perth. St George’s continues 
to be the focus of religious celebrations of the C of E in Perth and is regarded highly in the general community. 
The ringing of the bells reinforces a sense of occasion, history and tradition which in turn contributed to a sense 



 
It makes a major contribution to the aesthetic character of the streetscape in this section of the terrace in that 
its eclectic style relates to the essential elements of Edmund Blacket’s design for the Cathedral. At street level 
its siting lends some presence to the Cathedral, which is set back on an elevated site, and reinforces the 
stairway from the Terrace up to the Cathedral. Historically Burt Hall is a significant monument and reminder of 
the historical and social aspects and consequences of World War 1, having been dedicated to the two sons of 
the Burt family who were killed in action in France. It has also had a close association with many important 
individuals in WA, particularly the Burt family, one of the ‘six families’ who formed the Perth establishment, 
which was synonymous with government in WA in the late 19th century. 
  
Adaptation of significant buildings for new uses: Any alterations which have occurred within the Cathedral have 
been largely unintrusive and appear to be reversible and the Cathedral is regarded as being intact and should 
not be altered significantly. While elements have been repaired or replace, the Deanery is largely intact 
externally.  It has been altered internally to a degree but there is enough original fabric remaining to warrant its 
retention with limited scope existing for further alteration. The stairs and hall of Burt Hall are intact.  
 
 
Cathedral Windows – extracts from ‘the Birth of a Cathedral’ by the Very Rev’d Geoffrey Berwick, Dean 
 
‘After the additions of 1864 there were entrances too in the east and west transepts. Inside the walls were plain 
white and the windows straight with clear glass, except for the three windows behind the Communion Table. 
About the time that Bishop Hale was fighting the proposal to build a new Cathedral, an effort was made to 
improve the old Church by importing from England four stained glass windows from Clayton and Bell. These 
windows were paid for by public subscription and arrived only after the new buildings had begun. The chancel 
was a little wider than the present one, but only half as long. It was lighted by two windows on either side. 
The meeting on June 22, 1877, at which it was decided to build a new Cathedral, was very soon after the new 
Bishop’s arrival in the country. He said of himself at it, that he was almost an entire stranger in their midst. A 
meeting of parishioners had authorized the Dean to send to him, before he left England, certain plan to do with 
the Cathedral project, and to give him the outlines of the discussion. As a result, he had consulted Bloomfield, 
one of the foremost ecclesiastical architects in England at the time, who had done a good deal of converting old 
Church buildings into something more in the prevailing taste. Bloomfield advised him that in choosing the 
stained windows ordered by the Perth Vestry for the improvement of the old Cathedral, he should select 
windows that would be suitable for a new building. 
Blacket designed the North Transept window, to incorporate the windows ordered for the old Cathedral. These 
had arrived in June 1878 and had been taken over from the Vestry by the Building Committee. 
In May 1886, Bishop Parry went to England in order to lay the needs of his Diocese before the church at home 
…..In September 1886 Keane seems to have completed his contract for the exterior. Thereafter the Bishop was 
much busied finding out particulars of stained windows and of chairs and of tiles for the passages in the 
Cathedral.  
Bishop Parry returned to Perth in May 1887; he had ordered the chairs, and the tiles and arranged their 
shipment. It was at this time that the stained glass windows for the aisles, clerestory and west end were being 
fitted, these having been ordered by the Bishop when he was in England. It had been decided that the East 
Window should be left until some special gift or gifts should be made towards it. The glass sent out for the old 
Cathedral was, however, fitted into the great window in the north transept.’ 
 
Most of the stained glass windows were in place at the time of the consecration on 15 November 1888. The 
East Window and Lancets windows were not – and obviously not the Soldiers’ chapel. Most came from the 
workshop of English glassworkers, Clayton and Bell.  
The window of the Blessed Virgin Mary in the South Aisle was designed by the Perth silversmith James Linton.  
The first window in the South Aisle shows the name of Matthieson & Gibson, Melbourne. The emblems at the 
bottom of the windows in both south, north aisles and transepts are similar in design, so whether the Melbourne 
firm did some repairs is not clear. 
 
Edmund Thomas Blacket 1817-1883 
 
Born in Surrey UK in 1817 and died in Sydney in 1883. 
As a young man he worked in his father’s weaving business in Smithfield for three years, then became a 
surveyor for the railways in Yorkshire where he spent his holidays sketching and measuring the many buildings 
and churches which were an inspiration for him when he set up practice in Australia. He was not a trained 
architect. 



St Saviour’s Cathedral Goulburn, has a stained glass window and a plaque in the Bell Tower donated by his 
sons, Cyril and Own, who finished the cathedral building after his death. 
Edmund Blacket was a very humble man, shy and studious. He loved music (he played the piano every day), 
architecture, wood carving (crucifix in St Saviour’s Goulburn) clock making and organ building. He studied the 
classics and was an authority in Greek in Sydney. 
He designed 111 churches, 40 houses, 4 cathedrals and many other buildings and bridges. He served as an 
alderman on Glebe council, was a member of the Hyde Park Board, was a committee member of the Australian 
Museum (1851-54) and church warden of Christ Church St Lawrence. 
St Saviour’s Cathedral  Goulburn is said to be one of his favourite buildings. 
 
 
ABOUT THE BUILDINGS – BITS AND PIECES. 
 
In 1859 the Deanery was built on Town Lot B1 in the south-east corner, within the cathedral green of old St 
George’s.(Paid for by Bishop Hale??) Known as Pownall’s Parsonage.  The little Guard House was added in 
1861 along Barrack St; the Masonic Lodge in 1866 on Hay Street and the Town Hall united them from its 
corner site on Hay & Barrack Strs from 1870.  
In 1879 the new St George’s Cathedral was built – there was also a little brick Sunday School room, north of 
the Cathedral, built in 1871.  
St George’s Avenue became Cathedral Avenue (really a lane)   
Burt Memorial Hall replaced the old Officers’ Barracks on the site marked ‘F Illingworth, land Agent’ on the 
1894 map.  
 
 
 
First Aborigine Deacon 
 

By the early 1970s, St. Bartholomew's Church had become so run down that it was under threat of demolition. 
One of its few highlights was a ceremony which was held in its grounds on February 9, 1969, in which 
Archbishop Appleton ordained Captain Norman Polgen as a Deacon. It was said to be Australia's first open air 
ordination and the first ordination of an Aborigine in Western Australia in 40 years. 

Norman Polgen had previously been an officer in the Church Army an Anglican Evangelistic Group, founded in 
England.  

 

Norman is thought to have died in the early 90’s  

 


